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VICTIM ADVOCATE OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 
Clifford Riedel, District Attorney for the 8th Judicial District, is pleased to announce that Ruth 
Edwards has been awarded “Advocate of the Year” by the Colorado District Attorney’s Council 
(CDAC) at their annual Fall conference.  In seeking state-wide nominations in the advocacy 
field, CDAC sought individuals who consistently performed above average in their duties; 
demonstrated dedication to their community; and demonstrated exceptional courage, initiative, 
innovation and dedication while maintaining a professional demeanor and reputation.   
 
In presenting Ruth Edwards the award at the annual conference, District Attorney Cliff Riedel 
commented, “We are blessed to have excellent victim advocates not only in our office but also 
with our sheriff’s office and our local police agencies.  As a result, it takes a truly special person 
to stand out against this talent.  Ruth Edwards is such an advocate”. 
 

• Ruth began her life long passion supporting victims as a paralegal in the early 1970’s 
before “advocates” even existed. 

• In 1977, Ruth helped found the Crossroads Safehouse in Fort Collins which still provides 
sanctuary, shelter and support to victims of domestic violence today. 

• In 1979, she was hired by the Oakland DA’s Office in California to be an “Advocate” in 
one of eight pilot victim/witness programs in the country. 

• In 2005, Ruth came back to support victims in Larimer County as an advocate in our 
office and specializes in dealing with domestic violence victims. 

 
Ruth is unfailing in her support of domestic violence victims and is also unfailing in her support 
and provides needed support to victims in a time of great stress. 
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District Attorney Cliff Riedel and Ruth 
Edwards at the award presentation in 
Breckenridge. 


