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Chief Luke Hecker
Loveland Police Department
810 East Tenth Street
Loveland, CO 80537

Re: Opinion Concerning LPD #15-6927
Dear Chief Hecker:

The criminal investigation surrounding the August 31, 2015, death of William Richard
Rippley has been completed and submitted to my office for an opinion. As District Attorney.
| am required to determine whether any person committed criminal law violations during this
incident. The scope of this review is criminal in nature and necessarily limited by Colorado
statutes to determine whether any criminal charge is legally prosecutable and provable bevond
a reasonable doubt. My review also includes determining if the degree of force used by
Officer Jennifer Hines was justified under pertinent Colorado statutes,

A multi-agency investigation was conducted. The Larimer County Sheriff’s Office, the Loveland
Police Department and my office responded to the scene and were actively involved in all
aspects of the investigation. | have reviewed the police reports. photos, and videos taken of the
scene, dispatch and communication records, witness interviews, ballistics, and findings made by
the Larimer County Coroner’s Office. Larimer County's Critical Incident Protocol was in place
and followed during this investigation.

In determining whether the degree of force used by Officer Hines was legally justifiable, my
review is based on whether the following Colorado statute involving the use of force was
violated.

Section 18-1-704 of the Colorado Revised Statutes provides:

1) ... A person is justified in using physical force upon another person in order
to defend himself or a third person from what he reasonably believes 1o be the
use or imminent use of unlawful physical force by that other person, and he
may use a degree of force which he reasonably believes 1o be necessary for
that purpose.

2) Deadly physical force may be used only if a person reasonably believes a lesser
degree of force is inadequate and:
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fa) The actor has reasonable ground to believe, and does believe, that he or
another person is in imminent danger of being killed or of receiving great
bodily infury...

The definition of “deadly physical force™ is set forth in C.R.S. 18-1-901(3)(d). It reads:

“Deadly physical force” means force, the intended, natural, and probable consequence of which
is to produce death, and which, does in fact, produce death.

The following is a summary of the facts in this case as established by the above sources of
information:

On August 31, 2015, at approximately 8:00 pm. multiple 911 calls were received by the
Loveland Police Dispatch Center reporting that a man was throwing a bicycle into oncoming
traffic in area of the 3300 to 3500 block of East Eisenhower Avenue in Loveland, Colorado. Two
of the 911 callers indicated that the bicycle had in fact struck their cars. The male who was
repeatedly throwing the bicycle into traffic was later identified as William Richard Rippley

As Officer Jennifer Hines and a police trainee. Officer Jay Smith, were traveling westbound on
East Eisenhower on routine patrol they heard Loveland Police Dispatch air the call being
reported by the 911 callers. Officers Hines and Smith observed Mr. Rippley running south from
Eisenhower through a field. Officer Smith exited the patrol car and gave chase on foot. Officer
Hines drove to an area on the south side of the Pizza Ranch Restaurant in an attempt to assist
Officer Smith. Officer Smith, who had lost sight of Mr. Rippley. met up with Officer Hines and
they began searching for Mr. Rippley among the cars in the parking lot area of the Pizza Ranch.
Officer Hines observed Mr. Rippley inside the Pizza Ranch, leaning out the drive-up window,
screaming at the officers. Officer Hines knew that the Pizza Ranch was open for business and
that Mr. Rippley had gained access into the emplovee area of the restaurant. Officer Hines
observed Mr. Rippley walking towards the kitchen area of the restaurant. Mr. Rippley was then
observed exiting the kitchen carrying a large knife. Officer Hines reported this fact via her
police radio to other officers.

Kent and Addie Johnson were inside the Pizza Ranch for dinner. A Pizza Ranch emplovee
approached them and alerted them that a man was in the restaurant with a knife. Mr. Johnson
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looked to his left and saw a man near the inside drive-up window waving a knife. Mrs. Johnson
observed the man slamming the knife on the counter while yelling something she could not
understand. Mr. Johnson said the man was acting “wild.” Mrs. Johnson stated. I thought he
may take us captive.”

John and Carol Plog were also patrons of the Pizza Ranch and were preparing to leave the
restaurant when a server approached their table and advised them that there was “a weird man
with a knife in the kitchen.” Approximately five seconds later, Mrs. Plog saw a “wild man.”
This man. while not verbally threatening them, was walking around slapping unoccupied tables
with the knife he was carrying. Mr. Plog stated the man was “whacking the knife on a table and
he was mumbling something.” Mrs. Plog heard a female voice velling for her to “get out™ and
observed a police officer (Officer Hines) banging on the front window of the restaurant telling
her and her husband to exit the restaurant.

Officer Hines and Officer Smith moved to the front entrance of the restaurant in an attempt to
assist patrons in exiting the restaurant while awaiting the arrival of additional police officers that
were converging on the restaurant. As patrons were exiting the front door of the restaurant,
Officer Hines heard other officers, who had entered the restaurant from a rear entrance, giving
Mr. Rippley verbal commands to “drop the knife, drop the knife.” Officer Hines then entered the
front door of the restaurant. To her right was an approximately five-foot high partition wall,
which was separating the entrance area from the dining area. Officer Hines observed Mr.
Rippley on the other side of the partition wall approximately 6-8 feet away from her. She stated
that she observed Mr. Rippley “chest-to-back with an old man in front of him.” She stated she
was thinking “he is going to kill him, he had a knife in his hand and he hadn’t dropped it after
hearing commands, and [ just thought he is going to kill that man and it is not going to happen in
front of me.” “I drew my gun and I reached over the wall and | shot him.” The investigation
revealed that Officer Hines fired only one shot from her departmental issued .45-caliber
handgun. No other officers fired their weapons.

Officer Greg Harris and Officer Tim Yunger, who had entered the restaurant from a kitchen
entrance, observed Mr. Rippley with a very large knife in his hand walking from the kitchen area
into the dining area of the restaurant. Both officers were yelling for patrons to get out of the
restaurant. As Mr. Rippley began moving towards the front door area. verbal commands to
“drop the knife” were given to Mr. Rippley. Officer Harris observed Officer Hines coming in
the front door of the restaurant and he velled a warning to Officer Hines that “he is coming your
way!" Officer Harris then observed an elderly male walking parallel to the partition wall
attempting to exit the restaurant. Officer Harris saw Mr. Rippley rapidly approaching this
elderly male from the rear. Mr. Rippley had the knife in his had with the “blade up™ and closed
to within six inches of the elderly male. Fearing that Mr. Rippley was possible going to take this
elderly patron hostage, Officer Harris velled “hostage.” Both Officer Harris and Officer Yunger
had their service weapons in their hands; however, neither of them had a clear shot due to the
fact that the elderly patron was between them and Mr. Rippley.

Officer Yunger also observed Mr. Rippley, with the knife in his hand, approach an elderly patron
from the rear. Officer Yunger stated, “I'm thinking he is going to stab him or take him hostage.”
He heard Officer Hines yelling, “Drop the knife.” He observed Officer Hines looking over the
partition wall. Officer Yunger attempted to pull the elder patron away from Mr. Rippley and at
the same time kicked Mr. Rippley in the thigh area to stop Mr. Rippley’s advance on the elderly
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patron. Immediately after the kick. Officer Yunger heard a “pop™ as Officer Hines fired her
weapon. Officer Yunger observed Mr. Rippley fall to the ground. Officer Yunger determined
that Mr. Rippley had sustained a gunshot wound to his abdomen and immediately began
rendering first aid.

The elderly patron was interviewed and he indicated that he was eating alone and observed a
police officer (Officer Smith) at the front window of the restaurant telling him to leave the
restaurant. He observed other patron leaving so he also began to exit. He heard screaming
coming from the kitchen area. As he got close to rounding the partition wall, a male police
officer grabbed his arm and started pulling him around the corner. He heard several officers
saying, “Drop the knife.” The elderly patron stated he fell over a table and heard a “loud pop.”
This patron also stated that he was thankful the “lady cop™ was there.

The investigation revealed that earlier in the evening, at approximately 6:15pm, Mr, Rippley had
entered the Golden Corral restaurant which is located to the west of the Pizza Ranch. A patron
in the Golden Corral with her family told the police that Mr. Rippley entered the restaurant with
his bicycle and said, “Attention everybody. I met God tonight, and the Chief of Police drugged
me.” Someone in the restaurant laughed to which Mr. Rippley replied “Do you think that’s
funny?” As restaurant employees were escorting Mr. Rippley towards the exit, Mr. Rippley
stated “Evervone needs to go home. Nobody is safe. Especially women and children need to
leave, because there is going to be a human sacrifice tonight.”

Based upon the totality of the evidence, | find that Mr. William Rippley committed the only
criminal offenses during this incident. Had he survived. sufficient evidence existed to charge
him with multiple felony offenses including felony menacing and attempted first-degree assault.

Due to the actions of Mr. Rippley, Officer Hines was forced to make a split second decision to
fire her service weapon, one time, in an effort to prevent death or grave injury to an elderly
patron of the Pizza Ranch Restaurant. Attacks on innocent civilians in schools, theatres.
churches and businesses have become all too common. Since the tragic events at Columbine
High School unfolded, law enforcement officials have learned that they must immediately place
themselves at risk to protect the innocent. Multiple officers reasonably believed that Mr. Rippley
was either going to stab an elderly patron of the Pizza Ranch restaurant or take that patron
hostage while armed with a large knife. Officer Hines had every reason to believe, and did in
fact believe, that “he is going to kill him, he had a knife in his hand and he hadn’t dropped it
after hearing commands, and I just thought he is going to kill that man and it is not going to
happen in front of me.” The selfless actions of Officer Hines, and the other officers at the Pizza
Ranch, were authorized under Colorado law and very likely prevented the loss of life to innocent
civilians and employees who were in the Pizza Ranch restaurant.

District Atlorney



