
Batteries

Overview and proper packaging 

techniques



Different kinds of batteries

Some basic knowledge of batteries and their 

properties are important when trying to 

segregate and package them. 

There are 3 basic types of batteries that people 

should know about.

– Alkaline

– Lithium Metal

– Rechargeable 



Alkaline batteries

• Alkaline batteries are the most common 

battery chemistry.

• Alkaline batteries come in many shapes and 

sizes and have voltages ranging from 1 volt to 

12.

• Batteries with the alkaline chemistry will 

either say “alkaline” and or be denoted with 

an “L” on button cell batteries such as 

LR2616J.





Lithium Batteries

• Lithium batteries (Not to be confused with 

Lithium Ion) are non rechargeable and can be 

found in many different devices.

• Lithium batteries contain lithium metal, a 

water reactive and flammable metal.

• Lithium batteries will say “lithium” and or be 

labeled with a C such as CR2023 in their IEC 

nomenclature.

• Lithium batteries must have both contacts 

taped so to prevent a short, igniting the 

reactive lithium metal.





Rechargeable batteries

• Rechargeable batteries come in many shapes 

sizes and chemistries. Lithium ion, phone 

batteries, lead acid car batteries, and nickel 

metal hydride AA to name a few.

• These batteries are generally marked as 

“rechargeable”

• These batteries must be placed in their own 

separate bag to be safe to send through the 

mail.





Potential risks


