
OUR LANDS 
OUR FUTURE 
Recreation & Conservation 
Choices for Northern Colorado 



Cover images (clockwise from top): photo by David Coulson; photo by Harry Strharsky; photo by Walt Hubis. 



i 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of 

k~olli~ 

~ 
Cltv of Loveland 

,o'N~ Of WWDSOR 

1lilllllli 
COLOllADO 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS PROJECT PARTNERS 

Larimer County 
Kerri Rollins, Open Lands Program Manager 
Zac Wiebe, Our Lands – Our Future Project Manager 
Meegan Flenniken, Resource Program Manager 

City of Fort Collins 
John Stokes, Natural Areas Department Director 
Mark Sears, Natural Areas Manager 
Rick Bachand, Environmental Programs Manager 
Zoe Whyman, Community Relations Manager 

City of Loveland 
Rob Burdine, Open Lands Manager 
Brian Hayes, Open Lands Resource Coordinator 
Debbie Eley, Open Lands Resource Technician 

Town of Berthoud 
Tim Katers, Town Planner 

Town of Estes Park 
Scott Zurn, Public Works Director 

Town of Johnstown 
John Franklin, Town Planner 

Town of Timnath 
Matt Blakely, Town Planner 

Town of Wellington 
Larry Lorentzen, Town Administrator 

Town of Windsor 
Melissa Chew, Director of Parks, Recreation, and Culture 
Wade Willis, Parks and Open Space Manager 



 

 

 
 

The partners gratefully acknowledge the contributions of the project’s 
Advisory Board and five other Advisory Boards from across the region who 
strengthened partnerships and the regional perspective of the study.  

Hermit Park Open Space; photo by Harry Strharsky 

OUR LANDS, OUR FUTURE PROJECT ADVISORY BOARD 
Brenda Gimeson, Larimer County Rural Land Use Center 
Gene Alvine, City of Loveland Planning Commission 
George Wallace, Larimer County Agricultural Advisory 
Board 
Heather Knight, The Nature Conservancy 
Ivan Adams, Town of Windsor Town Board 
Jim Tolstrup, High Plains Environmental Center 
Jim Wurz, CSU Natural Resources 
Joe Andrews, Larimer County Horseman’s Association 
Kathy Burgess, Poudre Wilderness Volunteers 
K-Lynn Cameron, City of Fort Collins Land Conservation & 
Stewardship Board 
Lew Grant, Larimer County Agricultural Advisory Board 
Linda Knowlton, Larimer County Parks Advisory Board 
Linda Stanley, City of Fort Collins Land Conservation & 
Stewardship Board 
Mary Banken, Estes Valley Land Trust 
Matthew Parker, Larimer County Land Stewardship Advisory 
Board 

Mike Sidwell, Poudre River Trail Corridor Board 
Myles Baker, Town of Windsor Town Board 
Nancy Wallace, Larimer County Planning Commission 
Peter Kast, Larimer County Open Lands Advisory Board 
Rebecca Holder Otte, Town of Windsor: Parks, Recreation 
& Culture Board 
Rick Brent, City of Loveland Open Lands Advisory 
Commission 
Russell Fruits, Larimer County Parks Advisory Board 
Ryan Boggs, Legacy Land Trust 
Tom Gootz, Estes Valley Association for Responsible 
Development 
Trudy Haines, Larimer County Open Lands Advisory Board; 
City of Fort Collins Land Conservation & Stewardship Board 

ii 



iii 

Photo by Richard Snell 

ADDITIONAL ADVISORY BOARDS 
Open Lands Advisory Board, Larimer County 

Land Conservation & Stewardship Board, City of Fort Collins 

Open Lands Advisory Commission, City of Loveland 

Parks, Recreation, & Culture Advisory Board, Town of Windsor 

Parks & Open Space Committee, Town of Berthoud 

CONSULTANT TEAM 

Logan Simpson Design, Inc. 
Tom Keith, Principal-In-Charge 
Bruce Meighen, AICP, Technology Principal 
Jeremy Call, PLA, AICP, Project Manager 
Rebecca Everette, Public Involvement 
Maria Michieli-Best, Graphic Layout and Editing 
Casey Smith, GIS 
Kristy Bruce, GIS 

RRC, Inc. 
Chris Cares 

The Trust for Public Land 
Breece Robertson, Conservation Vision and GIS Director 
Jessica Sargent, Director, Conservation Economics 
Daniel Stevens, Conservation Strategies Research Assistant 
Peter Harnik, Director, Center for Park Excellence 
Brenda Faber, Fore Site Consulting, Inc. 

Coley-Forrest, Inc. 
Jean Coley Townsend, President 



Chimney Hollow Open Space, Photo by Richard Snell 

iv 



v 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTENTS 
CHAPTER 1. OUR PURPOSE. 1.1 
Background...............................................................1.2 

The Power of Partnerships...........................................1.4 

Project Goals .............................................................1.6 

Public Involvement Process .........................................1.8 

Chapter Endnotes ......................................................1.9 

CHAPTER 2. OUR VALUES ..2.1 
Partner Agencies ........................................................2.1 

Previous Outreach ....................................................2.2 

Advisory Board Direction ............................................2.4 

Project Website and Online Mapping Scenarios ...........2.4 

Media Coverage........................................................2.5 

Local Presentations and Listening Sessions:..................2.5 

Regional Events .........................................................2.6 

Reaching Under-represented Communities .................2.6 

Our Lands – Our Future Survey Results........................2.8 

Conclusion and Choices...........................................2.20 

Chapter Endnotes ....................................................2.20 

CHAPTER 3. OUR 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
AND CHALLENGES .............. 3.1 
Accomplishments by Jurisdiction .................................3.1 

Larimer County’s Population is Growing....................3.10 

Growth is Increasingly Changing Demands for Recreation 
and Land Conservation ............................................3.14 

Our Lands – Our Future Tools for Land Managers .....3.20 

Chapter Endnotes ....................................................3.24 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Flatiron Reservoir; photo by Sue Burke 

CHAPTER 4. OUR ECONOMIC 
BENEFITS ............................... 4.1 
Introduction ..............................................................4.1 

Agriculture.................................................................4.1 

Economic Development..............................................4.4 

Direct Use Value .....................................................4.10 

Conclusion ..............................................................4.12 

Chapter Endnotes ....................................................4.13 

CHAPTER 5. OUR FINANCIAL 
CHOICES..................................5.1 
Stewardship and Funding Analyses .............................5.1 

Introduction...............................................................5.1 

Financing Challenges.................................................5.4 

Financial Model .........................................................5.6 

Funding Sources ......................................................5.10 

Chapter Endnotes ....................................................5.11 

CHAPTER 6. CREATING OUR 
VISION..................................... 6.1 
Open Space Modeling Process ...................................6.1 

Open Space Opportunity Maps ..................................6.4 

Our Future Choices..................................................6.15 

Chapter Endnotes ....................................................6.16 

APPENDICES 
Appendix A.,  Larimer County and Municipalities: Natural 
Areas and Nature-Based Facilities 2012 Citizen Survey 
Overview of Findings 

Appendix B., Online Mapping Training Guide 

Appendix C., Reference Overlays and Model Criteria 

Appendix D., Funding Resources 

vi 


	Chapter 1. 
Our Purpose
	Background
	The Power of Partnerships
	Project Goals
	Public Involvement Process
	Chapter Endnotes

	Chapter 2. 
Our Values
	Partner Agencies
	Previous Outreach 
	Advisory Board Direction
	Project Website and Online Mapping Scenarios
	Media Coverage
	Local Presentations and Listening Sessions:
	Regional Events
	Reaching Under-represented Communities 
	Our Lands – Our Future Survey Results
	Conclusion and Choices
	Chapter Endnotes

	Chapter 3. Our Accomplishments
and Challenges
	Accomplishments by Jurisdiction
	Larimer County’s Population is Growing
	Growth is Increasingly Changing Demands for Recreation and Land Conservation
	Our Lands – Our Future Tools for Land Managers
	Chapter Endnotes

	Chapter 4.
Our Economic Benefits
	Introduction 
	Agriculture
	Economic Development
	Direct Use Value 
	Conclusion
	Chapter Endnotes

	Chapter 5. 
Our Financial Choices
	Stewardship and Funding Analyses
	Introduction
	Financing Challenges
	Financial Model
	Funding Sources
	Chapter Endnotes

	Chapter 6. Creating Our Vision
	Open Space Modeling Process
	Open Space Opportunity Maps
	Our Future Choices
	Chapter Endnotes

	Chapter 7. Appendices
	Appendix A.,  Larimer County and Municipalities: Natural Areas and Nature-Based Facilities 
2012 Citizen Survey Overview of Findings
	Appendix B., Online Mapping Training Guide
	Appendix C., Reference Overlays and Model Criteria
	APPENDIX D., FUNDING RESOURCES


