
 

The Egyptians taxed cooking oil, 

Greeks taxed foreigners,  

and the Romans  

developed a tax system that would  

tax everything. 
 

In early societies, 

while the method 

was different,  

they all used 

taxation to fund 

one common 

thing,  

their military and 

the defense of  

their country. 



 

“Our new Constitution 

is now established, 

everything seems to 

promise it will be 

durable; but, in this 

world, nothing is 

certain except death 

and taxes.” 

In a letter written on 

November 13, 1789, 

Benjamin Franklin 

stated: 
 



However, property taxes have always been the financial mainstay of local 

governments in the United States.  

 

Why are property taxes used by local governments and not state and 

federal governments?  

 Local governments have the ability to coordinate with local 

taxpayers to fund public services that directly benefit them. The taxes 

levied by Larimer County government, and the other entities in Larimer 

County, directly benefit the citizens in Larimer County.  

 

The 2015 tax roll for taxes payable in 2016 is $436,521,889 
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Property is assessed by the 

Assessor 

Our homes and business 

form the tax base from 

which taxes are derived 

to fund local 

governments and 

services 

Taxing Authorities set the 

Mill Levy by which taxes are 

calculated 

The Treasurer prepares 

the Tax Roll and mails out 

the statements 

The taxpayer receives 

their Tax Statement in 

January 

The Treasurer distributes 

the tax money collected 

to the Taxing Authorities 

Taxing Authorities use 

money collected to 

provide services to the 

citizens The Larimer County  

Property Tax Cycle 



•In 2008 - The Treasurer’s Office employed 14 staff members. 

 

•In 2016  - The Treasurer’s Office employs 14 staff members. 

 

•If you call the Treasurer’s Office, someone will answer the phone. 

 

•Walk in wait time is minimal to nonexistent, even on tax deadline days. 

 

•Safety of tax dollars, customer service and community trust are paramount. The 

economy and growth of the county have impacted our workload. 

 

•The Treasurer’s Office conducts surveys to ensure customer service is still 

meeting the expectations of the taxpayers and taxing authorities. Considering 

the growth of the county and no additional employees, it is important to 

continue to deliver a high-quality level of customer service. 

 

WHERE WE WERE 

AND WHERE WE ARE 


