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A Very Brief History of County
Government

Counties trace their roots to the English shire
ofi a thousand' years ago.

Tihe shire-reeve was accepted as the
governmental authority in the Shire.
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Each court was placed under
an Earl or Count -thus the
term County.

The County form: ofi
government: is the oldest
form off government in the
US, ether than the governing
structures of the native
AMEericans.



This will be on the test

’he state with the most counties Is
s Wwhile the state with fewest is



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_counties_in_Texas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_counties_in_Texas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_counties_in_Delaware
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_counties_in_Delaware
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_counties_in_Delaware

Authority off Counties

‘Dillion's RUle™ 111s was st ESpoused. by, the: ChlerJudge. or:
trie lowa: Supreme Court, Jonn. = Pilllonin 18686.

Counties can only: wield those legisiative powers WhICh are
specifically: granted by the state legislature, and those
WhHIch are implied or reasonably’ necessary. ter carry. out
their duties.




A County. Is....

A subdivision of the state
Not fermed by citizens
Constitutionally: created




City vs. County

Cities have a Mayor: and' council Which number
SEeven or nine. Counties have a Board| of:
CommissSioners Which NUMBEr three or five.

Cities have annexation powers.  Counties do: not
RNave annexation: POWErs:




Cities vs. Counties

Cities have Independent powers. County powers
come . firom the State.

Sales tax:.is the primary local funding for cities.
Property: tax IS the primary. local funding for
COURtIES.

Cities are formed by a local election. Counties are
constitutionally’ created and need a constitution
amendment (statewide election) to form a new
county.

271 cities and towns and 64 counties in Colorado




Cities and Counties
Similarities
ROad and Bridge construction and maintenance

Land use — planning and zoning, building
DEFMILS

PLUDlIC safiety.
ADbility to levy. taxes and fees
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Did you

use any Larimer County

service todayl?

& COMMUNITY

S REPORT

A HIGH-LEVEL OVERVIEW
OF COUNTY SERVICES,
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L.ocal Gevernment Responsibilities

|
Cities

— Utilities

— Arts

— City Policing

— City Streets

— City Parks/Rec
— Libraries

Schools

L Education

Hospital Special Purpose

- Jail LMedical — Fire
 Court Facilities u Klvgtgirborhoods
— Criminal Prosecution

—Rural Public Safety

— Landfill

—County Roads & Bridges

— Elections & Lic. Plates

—Permanent Records

—Property Value & Taxation

— Health and Welfare

—Parks & Open Lands
—Planning, Code Compliance and Bl 12



People create the qguality. or thelr:
goverment-

trirougn; participation: or HeqgIect:
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Larimer County Web Site
www.larimer.org



http://www.larimer.org/

