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Introduction
Parenting a child can be overwhelming, exhausting and challenging. Children

are not always patient, nor do what they are supposed to do when their parents
are feeling stressed. We tend to raise our own children the same way we were
raised by our parents. Your caseworker wants to help you find positive ways to
learn to enjoy and care for your children. When this is done, both you and your
children will be winners.

What is Child Abuse and Neglect?
Parents and their children sometimes have difficulties in their lives that require

support and professional guidance. When these problems result in injury to the
child or the child’s basic needs are not met, this is child abuse or neglect.

There are at least four types of child abuse:

1. Physical abuse: C.R.S. 19-1-103 states “Any case in which a child exhibits
evidence of skin bruising, bleeding, malnutrition, failure to thrive, burns, frac-
ture of any bone, subdural hematoma, soft tissue swelling, or death and
either: Such condition or death is not justifiably explained; the history given
concerning such condition is at variance with the degree or type of such
condition or death; or the circumstances indicate that such condition may
not be the product of an accidental occurrence;”  When someone hurts a
child badly enough to cause an injury, break a bone, leave a bruise, a cut, or
some other mark. For example, shaking a baby or using an object to spank
a child that leaves a mark.

2. Emotional abuse: C.R.S. 19-1-103 states “an identifiable and substantial
impairment of the child’s intellectual or psychological functioning or devel-
opment or a substantial risk of impairment of the child’s intellectual or psy-
chological functioning or development.”  Treatment which makes children
feel that they are not loved or wanted. An adult’s words or actions 



lead a child to be harmful to themselves or others. For example, repeated-
ly calling a child names or exposing them to violent situations.

3. Physical neglect: C.R.S. 19-1-103 states “Any case in which a child is a child
in need of services because the child’s parents, legal guardian, or custodian
fails to take the same actions to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter,
medical care, or supervision that a prudent parent would take.”  Not pro-
viding a safe place to live, food, clothing, or medical care; leaving young chil-
dren alone or with someone whom is not appropriate to care for them.

4. Sexual abuse: C.R.S. 19-1-103 states “Any case in which a child is subjected
to sexual assault or molestation, sexual exploitation, or prostitution;”
Child sexual abuse occurs when a child is used for the sexual gratification
of another. Sexual abuse also includes taking pornographic pictures or
making a child available for prostitution.

What is Child Protection Services?
The law requires the Department of Human Services Child Protection to

assess each report of child abuse and neglect received. The primary focus of
Child Protection is to protect children from abuse and neglect and assist parents
in identifying family difficulties that may be putting their children at risk. In order
to support and assist families, Child Protection may provide services to families
through their department or refer them to services in the community. The pur-
pose of providing and/or referring to services is to assist the family in making
necessary changes to promote safety and family well being.

Child Protection Intake is responsible for investigation/assessment of abuse
and neglect allegations. Sometimes when abuse or neglect of a child has
occurred, the police or a judge may remove children from their home to keep
them safe. When this happens, Child Protection Caseworkers work with families
by offering referrals for counseling and other supportive services to improve the
family situation so children can be returned to their families. Ongoing Child
Protection is responsible for arranging counseling and other services for families.
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They work with families on a long-term basis and their goal is to reduce risk to
children or reunite families if children have been removed by a Court Order.

How Did Child Protection Services 
Hear About Us?

Some persons have to report to Human Services any time they suspect that
a child has been abused or neglected, for example: doctors, dentists, nurses, den-
tal hygienists, psychologists, physical therapists, pharmacists, veterinarians, school
staff, caseworkers, staff in family care homes or child care centers, mental health
workers, people who work in hospitals, Christian Science practitioners, coroners
and law enforcement officers must report. This is the law. Any other person
who believes that a child is being abused or neglected may, in good faith, report
such incidents. The law prohibits Human Services from disclosing the identity of
the reporter.

Human Services has received a report from law enforcement or someone in
the community who was concerned about the safety of your child. By law Human
Services must assess all reports. Human Services cannot tell you who made the
report, but the caseworker will tell you what the reporter was concerned about.
If the case is assigned for investigation, the caseworker must see or talk with
your child and the person who made the report and others who might know
about what happened. A person accused of abuse and neglect will be informed of
the allegation and offered an opportunity to respond. You may be concerned that
your child is interviewed first or without your permission. The law does not
require Human Services to contact parents before the child is interviewed. The
Human Services caseworker and law enforcement officer want an unbiased state-
ment from the child about the situation.

What Happens During an Investigation?
A report of suspected child abuse/neglect might go to either Human Services

or to the local police. The police refer all child abuse or neglect reports that
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they receive to Human Services. Human Services has to inform the police of all
reports they receive which indicate death, physical abuse, neglect, or sexual abuse
of children. The police have to be told about any crimes where children may
have been victims. There could be criminal charges filed by the police.

The caseworker will be gathering information to help decide whether or not
the report is true. It is the role of the police officer and caseworker to gather
information to determine if the child is in danger, needs out-of-home placement,
or is in need of services. He/She will decide if there is a need for Human
Services to stay involved with your family. If the child is considered to be in
immediate danger, then law enforcement will work together with Human Services
to determine the need for immediate out-of-home placement or intervention.

What Are the Options for Keeping My 
Child Safe?

At this point in the investigation, the following services may be provided to
your family:

Family Preservation Services includes home based therapy as well as
intensive family therapy.

Protective Day Care is short-term day care for at-risk children as
determined by the caseworker.

Mediation involves resolving disputes through a mutual agreement with
the help of a neutral party.

Counseling is supportive services that help with communication, prob-
lem solving and improving family relationships. It may also include treat-
ment for drug/alcohol abuse, sexual abuse and domestic violence.
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Family Group Decision Making  

The Larimer County Department of Human Services will arrange a Family
Group Decision Making Meeting for families who wish to use this service. Family
friends and relatives of children, who are receiving either court ordered or volun-
tary services from the Department, come together in a neutral environment to
plan for the children’s care and safety.

Out-of-home placement  

Most of the time children are not removed from their home. But, there are
times when the children have to be placed out of the home for safety reasons. If
the child is removed from the home, it is the goal of Human Services to work
with the family so that the child may be safely returned to his home. If a case-
worker or law enforcement officer thinks that a child is in danger in his home,
then placement in a foster home or other setting may be considered. Either the
police can place the child in protective custody or a motion will be filed with the
court requesting an order for custody and a hearing will be held. If the police
place your child in protective custody, a hearing will be held within three days. At
the court hearing you have the right to a lawyer and will have the opportunity to
explain the circumstances that led to the child’s removal. The court may make
the decision to remove the child based on the information presented to the
court. If the court decides to keep the child in out-of-home placement every
effort will be made for you to spend time with your child.

Foster Care  

Foster parents are temporary caregivers. They are people who care about
children and want to assist families in time of trouble. The caseworker will keep
in close contact with the foster parents as long as your child is in their home.
Foster parents are carefully chosen and licensed through a process that includes
a criminal background check, psychological testing and an assessment of their
ability to care for children. They receive special training and work with the case-
worker to ensure that your child’s needs are met. The caseworker and foster
parents will work with your family to enable visitation with your child.
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Sometimes children are placed in licensed group homes or in residential care
facilities. This depends on the special needs of the children.

Kinship (Relative) Care 

The Kinship Care program was developed with the belief that children are
better off with kin. In order for children to be placed with kin, a thorough home
study must be completed that includes a criminal background check. Kin work
with caseworkers to try and enable a child to return home.

Residential Care  

Some children have severe behavioral and/or emotional problems that
require a different more highly structured placement. In addition to meeting a
child’s basic needs, residential care provides for education and therapy on-site. It
is important that your family participate in treatment and educational planning
for the child if he is placed in residential care.

Protective Orders  

Protective orders are issued by the court to protect children without
removing them from their home. A typical order would stop communication and
contact between individuals other than in a supervised setting. The order might
restrict certain types of behavior, for example the use of drugs or alcohol, physi-
cal punishment of a child or smoking in the presence of a child with asthma. The
protective order is in the best interests of the child and family.

What are Rights and Remedies?
It is a document that parents receive from Human Services when a child is

removed from the home. It lists your rights as a parent and explains the process
of removal.
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How to apply for a court-appointed attorney:

Go to the State Judicial Department located in the courthouse.

Your Child Has Rights Too  
They include:

• The right to be in the care of his parents, or guardian (unless the court
orders a different plan).

• The right to food, shelter and clothing to meet his basic needs.

• The right to have his parent protect him from harm, danger, injury, and
neglect.

• The right to feel safe and secure.

• The right to health care.

• The right to have someone make sure his best interest is looked after in
court. Your child will have his own lawyer in court. This person is known
as a Guardian ad Litem or G.A.L. The guardian ad litem is a lawyer
appointed by the court to represent the child’s best interests. The G.A.L.
will talk to the child, the parents, Human Services and to others who
might have some insight into the situation. He will give his opinion to the
court.

What can I do if I disagree with the caseworker?

Notify the caseworker of your disagreement and talk about your concerns
with them. If you are unable to resolve the disagreement with the caseworker,
contact the caseworker’s supervisor, your attorney or the court.

What is a Temporary Custody Hearing?
At a Temporary Custody Hearing, the judge reviews the decision made by

the police and the caseworker to remove a child from the home. The casework-
er presents evidence supporting the decision to remove the child. You have an
equal opportunity to present evidence to the judge. The judge will then decide
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whether or not the child will be returned to or removed from the home. If
the child is not returned, the caseworker will make arrangements for you to visit
with your child. A plan will be made with you to help the family work toward
returning the child to the home.

What Does “Filing a Petition” Mean?
The Department of Human Services may make a request to the court to file

a Dependency and Neglect (D&N) Petition stating that a child has:

Been abandoned, abused or neglected and/or,

No parent willing or capable of caring for her and/or,

Become beyond the control of his parent and/or,

Not received proper care by her parent and/or,

Been placed in an injurious environment.

What Happens at a First Appearance?
You will be presented with a Dependency & Neglect (D & N) Petition that

contains factual information gathered in the investigation and your rights as a par-
ent. Also included are allegations that indicate a concern about the child’s safety.
The judge will ask if you “admit” or “deny” the allegations. Caseworkers cannot
provide you with legal advice.

If you “admit” to the allegations, your child will be “adjudicated” dependent
and neglected. Adjudicate means “to judge, to settle, or to be ordered by a
court.”  If a child is adjudicated, the court has the right to make orders that
require a family to do things or not do things. For example, have random urinaly-
ses or not use drugs and alcohol. If you “deny” the allegations, your case will be
set in for an adjudicatory hearing.
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What Happens at an Adjudicatory Hearing?
At the adjudicatory hearing, the court or jury decides if the child is dependent

or neglected. Human Services has to present evidence. The burden of proof is on
the Department of Human Services to show that the allegations are true, at the
time that the petition is filed.The parents make the choice of trial by judge or
by jury.

Sometimes prior to the hearing, parents, the Department of Human Services
and their attorneys “stipulate” (agree that the allegations of the petition are true).
If an agreement is reached prior to the hearing, the court is advised of the agree-
ment and children are adjudicated.

What Happens at a Dispositional Hearing?
The dispositional hearing follows adjudication. At this hearing, a treatment

plan is submitted to the court by Human Services. The treatment plan should
address problem areas that brought the family into court. For example, if a parent
has a substance abuse problem then substance abuse counseling may be ordered.
Other kinds of treatment might include anger management, parent education, sex-
ual abuse treatment, or counseling. If the court accepts the treatment plan as sub-
mitted, it becomes a legal order of the court and the parents must comply.
Changes can be made in the treatment plan, but only by going to the court and
amending orders of the court, or if all parties agree.

Neither the court, nor Human Services can order a parent into treatment
prior to adjudication. However, often parents agree or volunteer to start treat-
ment immediately.

A child can be returned to his parents’ care at any time during the court
process. Work toward getting the child returned to his parents should begin right
away. The caseworker and the parents need to decide on a plan. The plan is best
when all the problems are talked about. The plan should be written and should
say what the problem is and what needs to be done to correct it. The plan
requires the parents’ help.

There may be follow up visits with the family in their home or in the human
services office if it is felt that continued work is needed.
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What is Expedited Permanency Planning
(EPP)?

Expedited Permanency Planning (EPP) is a process of working with families
who have a child under the age of six and are involved in a dependency and neg-
lect petition. The goal in implementing this process is to identify service needs
for families and to make informed decisions about a child’s permanent care more
quickly. The judge, attorneys representing the parents, attorneys representing the
children and the county attorney will describe this process in more detail when
the petition is filed.

What is Relinquishment of Parental Rights?
In some cases you may free your child for adoption by signing a legal docu-

ment called “A Petition to Relinquish Parental Rights”. To relinquish means you
agree to give up all rights. This is a serious action that should be considered
carefully. You will be required to talk with a counselor and may want to seek
legal advice. The court will review the Petition at a hearing and decide whether
relinquishment is in the best interests of the child.

What is Termination of Parental Rights?
To terminate means,“to end.”  To terminate the rights of the parent means

that the parent no longer has any rights or duties with regard to the child. You
have:

• No legal right to see or visit the child.

• No right to care for the child.

• No right to decide the child’s future.

Only the court has the power to decide to end the legal rights between the
parents and their child.
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Some of the reasons the court might consider termination of parents’ rights:

• A child being abandoned by her parents.

• The court finding that a child is in danger of further abuse or neglect and
that things are not likely to improve so that a child can return home.

• The parents have not complied with or completed the court-ordered
treatment plan in a successful manner.

• The parents cannot provide adequate care for the child because the par-
ents are unfit (due to emotional or mental illness) and will not be able to
achieve change in health or conduct within a reasonable length of time.

Termination of a parent-child legal relationship is ordered by the court only
in extreme cases and only after all other options have been tried. Only a judge
can make the final decision that must be based on clear and convincing evidence.
A written motion has to be filed and heard at a separate hearing. Again, termina-
tion is rare and an action taken only when it is clear that the child cannot be returned
safely to her parents.
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