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PROSECUTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 
On September 4, 2013, the Colorado Drug Investigators Association (CDIA) honored two 
Larimer County prosecutors with their “Prosecutor of the Year Award.”  Deputy District 
Attorneys, Renee Doak and Dawn Downs, were recognized for their outstanding work in the 
prosecution and conviction of Dr. Joseph Montante in the Larimer County District Court. 
 
The award states: 
 
“Deputy District Attorney Renee S. Doak and Deputy District Attorney Dawn L. Downs were 
responsible for the first successful prosecution and conviction of a medical doctor in Colorado 
for a crime related to “medical” marijuana certifications.  This was incredibly challenging for the 
prosecutors as there was no case law or specific statutory authority making this type of incident 
easy to prosecute.  It was through the hard work and dedication to this case that Deputy District 
Attorney Doak and Deputy District Attorney Downs achieved this successful conviction.”   
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The Colorado Drug Investigators Association’s mission “is to unite peace officers 
and other professionals who share a common interest in drug enforcement, in a 
collaborative effort to reduce the supply and demand of illicit drugs and illegally 
diverted legal drugs by providing quality training, open information exchange and 
speaking with one voice in support of effective legislation.” 
 
District Attorney, Clifford E. Riedel, stated, “It is very gratifying that the professionalism and 
dedication that Ms. Doak and Ms. Downs put forth on a daily basis for the citizens of Larimer 
County has been recognized and honored by the State Association of Drug Investigators.” 
 
Renee Doak and Dawn Downs have been prosecutors with the Fort Collins office since 2004 and 
2008, respectively.  
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