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 Recreational Vehicles (RVs) 
Located in RV Parks and Campgrounds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recreational vehicles (RV) must remain readily movable 
• The RV's wheels and hitches must remain intact and transportable so as not 

to impede the immediate transport of the unit in case of emergency. 

• Larimer County recommends RVs be located a minimum of three (3’) feet 
from property lines, spaced a minimum of six (6’) feet apart and six (6’) feet 
from any other structures for fire-safety purposes. 

No additions, decks or porches may be permanently attached to the RV unit.   

• No propane tank may be placed in the path of an RV unit. 

• Skirting must be of canvas, plastic, vinyl or of a similar flexible material 
attached with snaps, clips, hooks or tape.  No wood, plywood, particleboard, 
tin or similar rigid material can be used. 
Reference:  NFPA Standard 1194, Section 3-1.5, Evacuation Plan (each recreational 
vehicle park and campground shall have a written evacuation plan approved by the fire 
authority having jurisdiction). 

Extension cords cannot be used as a substitute for permanent wiring 
• Extension cords can be used only with portable appliances—devices operated 

by electricity which are capable of being hand-carried or easily moved from 
one place to another in normal use. 

• No outside extension cords are allowed.  Outside extension cords and flexible 
cords cannot be affixed to structures; extend through walls, ceilings, floors, 
under doors or floor coverings; or be subject to environmental or physical 
damage. 

• Outside appliances are allowed if listed and labeled for outdoor use. 
Reference: Mechanical Code, National Electrical Code, Fire Code 

Outside propane or gas tanks 
• Propane tanks of 125 gallons or more require a permit from the County 

Building Dept. 

• Minimum Fire Code requirements for propane tanks: 
  10’ from a source of ignition (open flame, window air conditioner,  
   or compressor) 

  10’ from intakes to direct vented gas appliances or mechanical  
   ventilation 

  125-500 gal tanks must be 10' from structures & property lines 

  501-2001 gal tanks must be 25' from structures & property lines 

Decks, porches, additions, storage sheds 
• Detached sheds less than 120 sq. ft. in floor area, and used for storage only, 

do not require a building permit; however; the structure must meet minimum 
setback distances from other RV units & property lines.   

• Detached sheds 120 sq. ft. in floor area or larger, or used for something other 
than storage, need a structural building permit (includes setback approval). 

• Self-supporting decks less than 30” above ground do not require a building 
permit, but must meet setbacks. 

• Self-supporting decks 30” or more above ground and self-supporting 
additions of any size require a structural building permit (includes setback 
approval). 

** 
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Vehicle license and registration 

• A current vehicle license and/or 
vehicle registration for RV units 
must be maintained. 

• All RVs are classified as vehicles 
and must be registered annually 
pursuant to the Colorado Uniform 
Motor Vehicle Act. 

• Owners must apply for 
registration within 60 days after 
the purchase of the RV or, in lieu 
of registration within 60 days, 
may apply for an extended 
temporary motor vehicle 
registration within 30 days after 
the owner arrives in Colorado, or 
30 days after purchasing the RV, 
if the purchase is made after the 
owner arrives in Colorado. 

• Call the Larimer County Motor 
Vehicle Department (970-498-
7878) for other criteria that must 
be met in order to apply for a 
180-day extended temporary 
motor vehicle registration. 
Reference: Article 3 - Title 42, C.R.S. 

Colorado State Statute 24-32-901 

The general assembly hereby 
declares that recreational park 
trailers and recreational vehicles 
sold in Colorado should comply with 
national industry standards to 
ensure the safety of occupants 
using them for temporary living and 
sleeping accommodations. 
 

Larimer County recommends RVs 
meet the definitions set forth in 
ANSI Standards A119.2 or A.119.5 
for compliance with Colorado State 
Statute 24-32-901 and national 
industry standards to ensure the 
safety of occupants. 

** 

Note:  Additional zoning and building code requirements apply to RVs and park model RVs located OUTSIDE RV parks 
and campgrounds.  (For more info refer to handout: 'RVs Located Outside RV Parks & Campgrounds') 

 


