
 

OPEN LANDS ADVISORY BOARD (OLAB) 

AGENDA 
 
DATE: May 26, 2016 
TIME: 5:00- 8:00 PM 
LOCATION: Courthouse Offices Building • 200 W Oak, 4th Floor, Fort Collins • Jewell Lake Room (495) 

Please call 970-619-4592 if you are unable to attend a meeting. Votes require a quorum. Thanks! 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER / INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

2) PUBLIC COMMENT 

3) AGENDA REVIEW 

4) REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF LAST MEETING MINUTES – pgs. 3-5 

5) INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. The 20th anniversary Passport Program will kick off at the end of May.  Commissioner Donnelly 

will lead a family passport hike at the Devil’s Backbone on June 3 at 8:30am.  Please sign up at 
www.larimer.org/nrregistration  

b. 2015 Annual Reports are out – hopefully you all received one in the mail, but extras will be on-
hand to pass around. 

c. Implemented fire scar restoration project with 22 volunteers assisting 7 staff members at Hermit 
Park Open Space.  Treated 60 fire scars and revegetated the meadow across from the pavilion. 

d. Staff continue to work on water sharing agreement options as part of the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board grant.  Multiple meetings with multiple municipal water providers, as well as 
Northern Water continue to move this discussion further.   

e. Awarded $60,000 from the Colorado Water Conservation Board to remove Russian-olive and 
tamarisk trees from flood damaged sites in the Big Thompson Watershed on City of Loveland 
Natural Areas 

f. Bison calves - 2 born as part of the Laramie Foothills Conservation Herd on Red Mountain and 
Soapstone 

g. The Hidden Valley Trail at the Devil’s Backbone is targeting end of May for completion.   
h. Parks Master Plan kick off set for June 1st.  Public process will include stakeholder interviews 

and regular working meetings of the Parks Advisory Board. 
i. The Colorado Conservation Exchange and Larimer County, Northern Water and the CSFS are 

partnering to treat ~60-80 acres of forest on Ramsay-Shockey Open Space and the Pinewood 
State Land Board parcel as a pilot project for the exchange which seeks to create a market for 
stewardship on public/private lands that benefit downstream end users. 

j. City of Fort Collins Natural Areas is updating the Fossil Creek Area management plan which 
includes all city natural areas within the Fossil Creek basin.  This includes Fossil Creek Reservoir 
Natural Area of which Larimer County Natural Resources is a 50% owner.   

k. Soderberg trailhead redesign Phase I is set to complete by end of May.  The area was redesigned 
for safety and improved traffic flow by moving 7 horse trailer parking spots away from regular 
parking, to an adjacent area.  Phase II will add 8 new standard parking spots within the existing 
parking footprint, providing a total of 37 parking spots at the trailhead.   

l. Open Space Operations District Report - pgs. 6-7 
m. Sales Tax Report from prior month - pgs. 8-10 
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OLAB AGENDA 
 

 

The mission of the Larimer County Open Lands Program is to preserve and protect significant open space, natural 

areas, wildlife habitat, and develop parks and trails for present and future generations. These open lands provide 

opportunities for leisure, human renewal and protection of our natural and cultural resources 

n. 2015-2018 CapDev&Acq Summary 05-26-16 - pg. 11 
o. Natural Resources events and registration and NR News 

6) ACTION ITEMS 
a. Ward Property – financial partnership request of $250,000 and third party conservation easement 

hold for the City of Loveland - pgs. 12-17 
b. Orr Property (Poudre River Trail partnership) – third party conservation easement hold with the 

Town of Windsor for City of Greeley - pgs. 18-22 

7) OTHER BUSINESS 

8) EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pursuant to C.R.S. (24-6-402(4)(a)  for discussion of the purchase, acquisition, 
lease, transfer or sale of any real or personal property interest,  

a. We will hold an Executive Session 

9) ADJOURN 

 
Included in PDF: Attached Separately: 

 Agenda 
 Minutes of last meeting 
 Open Space Operations District Report 
 Sales tax report for prior month 
 2015-2018 CapDev&Acq Summary 05-26-16 
 Final Review - Ward 
 Final Review - Orr 
 

1.   News articles 
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OPEN LANDS ADVISORY BOARD (OLAB) 
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 
5:00- 8:00 PM  

Civic Center Municipal Bldg • Council Chambers • 500 E 3rd St., Loveland CO 
The mission of the Larimer County Open Lands Program is to preserve and protect significant open space, natural 

areas, wildlife habitat, and develop parks and trails for present and future generations. These open lands provide 

opportunities for leisure, human renewal and protection of our natural and cultural resources. 

Members Present Staff Present 
Paul Alaback Town of Berthoud Kerri Rollins, Open Lands Program Manager 
Mary Banken At-large Charlie Johnson, Senior Land Agent 
Jason Brothers At-large Alex Castina, Land Agent 
Suzan Fritchel At-large Meegan Flenniken, Resource Program Manager 
Gerry Horak City of Fort Collins Sandy Werkmeister, Department Specialist 
Pete Kelly At-large Travis Rollins, Open Space Operations Manager 
David Marvin At-large Chris Fleming, Open Space Operations Manager 
Carl Sorrentino At-large Danielle Levine, Restoration Ecologist 
Nancy Wallace  Planning Commission Tim Meyer, Land Agent 
Members Absent

Hugh McKean City of Loveland 
Ward Nelson Town of Estes Park 
Trudy Haines At-large

1. CALL TO ORDER / INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
Meegan introduced Danielle Levine, who works on all of the conservation easement monitoring and some of 
the major restoration projects, such as the bank stabilization project at Lions Open Space and she is in the 
planning phase of a project to take the river back to a more natural state at River’s Bluff Open Space.  

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
Paul Alaback made public comment about his recent experience hiking and observing the full parking lot and 
people still streaming in by foot to Horsetooth Mtn Open Space. Looking into the future and known demand, 
he feels a study is needed for social carrying capacity for trails, as he felt the trails could have accommodated 
more people without affecting their experience. 
Second, he said he did not run for re-election in Berthoud, so Jeff Hindman will be replacing him on the 
Board. He relayed that he has really enjoyed the last four years working with everyone and learning what an 
amazing program Larimer County has. He will continue to work with the education program as he has the last 
four years.  

3. AGENDA REVIEW – no changes

4. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF LAST MEETING MINUTES
Motion by Gerry Horak and second by Suzan Fritchel to approve the March 24, 2016 meeting minutes as 
submitted in this month’s packet. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS
a. We are one of four statewide applicants (out of 15 concept papers) invited to submit a full application to

Great Outdoors Colorado, requesting funding through their Protect Initiative for land conservation. We
will know their decision by June 13.
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OLAB Meeting Minutes – April 28, 2016 

b. Council Chambers is not available on May 26. OLAB meeting will be at the Courthouse Offices
Building – 200 W Oak, 4th Floor, Fort Collins – Jewell Lake Room (495)

c. Cameron Rhea is an intern starting in late May. Cameron will graduate from CSU in May with a
bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Finance. He will assist with the education and outreach group
planning for the 20th anniversary event, conservation easement monitoring, and many other things he is
qualified to step into.

d. Congratulations to Jeffrey Boring on his new position as the Executive Director of the Estes Valley
Land Trust!  During Jeffrey's 9 years with Larimer County Natural Resources, he played an integral
role in funding, planning and putting priority regional trails on the ground, advancing our restoration
work along the Poudre River and developing management plans for open space properties, among many
other accomplishments!

e. South Shore campground renovation has been slowed down to accommodate studies that are going to
be needed to plan for infrastructure requirements.

f. The first phase of the Poudre Stabilization Project at Lions Open Space is complete. The banks have
been laid back and rock has been installed. Phase II will begin after spring runoff is complete. Meegan
added that they have been able to use FEMA money from the flood damage and Jeffrey wrote a grant to
the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) to match that money. Hopefully we will not need any
further funding, as long as everything goes well with the high flows this spring.

g. COSA conference will be held in Estes Park this year on Sept. 12-14. Kerri encouraged Board members
to go. We will pick up the registration fees. Dave Marvin attended last year and said it really served a
dual purpose of getting to know staff better and learn about ideas from all over the State,

h. 2016 Visual Artist is Loveland-based oil painter Lyse Dzija. Learn more about her at
www.lysedzija.com

i. Larimer County has been asked to participate on the Rocky Mountain Greenway Steering Committee
for a 9-mile section of trail being built between the Rocky Mountain Arsenal and Rocky Flats, as a
portion of the trail could travel on through Larimer County and into Rocky Mountain National Park.

j. We secured sponsorship from REI for our Passport Program, part of our 20th anniversary celebration.
The program is scheduled to launch yet this spring. Stay tuned at our 20th Anniversary web page.

k. Working to fill the summer 2016 campground program schedule for interpretive projects.
l. Rocky Mtn. Nature Association with help from the Trust for Public Land has closed the Cascade

Cottages at Rocky Mountain National Park parcel.  They were able to close two years early largely due
to the contributions from us, EVLT and Town of Estes. Mary Banken said showing the variety of local
stakeholders was very important to obtaining the federal funding to secure the project.

m. Weed District is collaborating with Emerging Pest in Colorado (EPIC) committee regarding Emerald
Ash Borer (EAB).

n. Stewardship crew began revegetating and hydro mulching the Devil’s Backbone Trailhead following
construction.

o. CDOT released one set of plans (Drake to Narrows). Staff is reviewing the plans from the department’s
standpoint, for those areas of the road around our pocket parks, thinking about future access, parking,
etc.

p. An update to the Parks Master Plan is beginning. The last update was in 2007. Ken Brink, our new
Visitor Services Manager is leading the project and Meegan will support it from the public process
standpoint. Logan Simpson is the consultant. We piggybacked the Request for Proposal (RFP) with the
Fairgrounds so they can take advantage of our excellent track record/experience with management
plans during some joint meetings. The Parks Master Plan focuses on the four reservoirs we manage
with the Bureau of Reclamation. The process will take at least a year. The Parks Board will receive
regular updates, and this Board can receive updates when requested.

q. There are two Board members at the end of their second term: Mary Banken and Suzan Fritchel. Carl
Sorrentino’s term is also up and he has the option to request re-appointment. We have a new appointee
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OLAB Meeting Minutes – April 28, 2016 

from Berthoud (Jeff Hindman) and may need new appointments from Loveland and the Planning 
Commission. 

r. Recall Phase 1 of the tire project clean-up at Robert’s Ranch is done. The balance of the tires will be
lumped into a second phase. This is a partnership between The Nature Conservancy, Robert’s Ranch,
CO Dept of Health & Environment, Larimer County departments of Natural Resources, Solid Waste
and Health & Environment. Phase 2 will begin in July. Erosion is a big issue (the initial reason the tires
were dropped in) so they will not be taking tires that are already more than half buried. , Phase 1
removed 21,000 tires, and barely scratched the surface. Estimates were more than 300,000 tires total.
What happens to the tires after removal depends on who gets the bid. Contractor proposals receive extra
points if the tires will be recycled into alternate use. Drones are used to survey the property.

s. Open Space Operations District Reports – Chris reported she is working to fill the maintenance worker
vacancy left by Dave Myers, a crucial position, particularly this time of year.

t. A question came up about a Cat Conservancy request for funding. Meegan responded that they have
come to us requesting some funding for operations, including some partial staff funding. We cannot
fund other organizations to the degree they were requesting, and we directed them back to the Small
Grants for Community Partnering Program.

u. Sales Tax Report from prior month
v. Sales Tax 2011-2015 Graph – We see the total from the previous year in March. This graph shows the

overall trend we are on by full years.
w. 2015-2018 CapDev&Acq Summary 4-28-16

6. DISCUSSION & UPDATES
a. Meegan discussed trail construction in 2016 at Hermit Park Open Space and potential future trailheads,

planned in the Hermit Park Open Space Management Plan. After the flood in 2013 we were able to
assign some of the money ($381,000) from the parks that were damaged on the Big Thompson River to
an alternative project at Hermit Park. We did this transfer of funding because timing with CDOT on the
Big Thompson River/Hwy 34 would not have allowed us to spend it in time there. Much of the work
will occur this summer and fall. We were awarded a Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado (VOC) project
for this fall. Meegan plugged the project. They are really, really fun with free camping on site and
catering. Dates are October 14-15. They will likely complete about a mile of the trail.

7. ACTION ITEMS
a. Cottonwood Bend CE Final Review – This is part of wrapping up the GOCO grant for the Poudre River

Trail. Since Windsor has never held a conservation easement before, we have been asked to co-hold a
Third Party conservation easement with Windsor on the property. Alex went over the details and maps
provided to the Board. Motion by Gerry Horak that we recommend to the Board of County
Commissioners that we co-hold the conservation easement with Windsor on the Cottonwood Bend
Conservation Easement. Motion by Gerry Horak to co-hold a third party easement with Windsor, for
properties purchased by Greeley. 2nd by Pete Kelly. Motion carried unanimously.

8. OTHER BUSINESS – Gerry Horak requested an Other Business section on the regular agenda.

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402 (4)(a) for discussion regarding the purchase,
acquisition, lease, transfer, or sale of any real, personal, or other property interest the Board moved into Executive 
Session at 6:20 p.m. 

10. ADJOURN - The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
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Red Mountain District - Open Space Operations 

General- 

 Attended Agricultural Advisory Board (AAB) , Habitat Partnership Program (HPP) and Open

Lands Advisory Board (OLAB) meetings

 Property boundary issues including no trespassing signs and

fencing across the OT trail at Eagle’s Nest

 Developed sign plan for new horse trailer lot at Soderberg

 Set up meeting with NRCS to discuss grazing opportunities at

Devil’s Backbone

 Attended District Manager staff meeting

 Coordinated event set up and memorial rock placement for

Veterans dedication at Masonville Post Office

 Ranger Excellence School training conference was hosted at the

Ranch from May 16th – May 20th

 Installed permanent visitor counter in concrete trail at River Bluffs

Rangers- 

 Hosted Quad Rock 25/50 mile

endurance race at Horsetooth

Mountain and Lory State Park

 Interviews for Horsetooth office

front desk position

 Presentation to BOCC about Ranger

Excellence School

 Portions of the OT trail at Eagle’s

Nest remained closed due to

property boundary issues at Eagle’s

Nest

 Rangers, PFA and Search and Rescue

assisted a subject at Horsetooth Falls

that climbed down about 80 feet on the rock below the upper falls and could not get back up

Maintenance/Projects/Leases- 

 Set new Polar Gas tank for Malchow houses

 Turned on developed water systems at Eagle’s Nest and Red Mountain for cattle to be turned

out

 Meeting with Malchow farm lessee to discuss current operations
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 Wrote comments for proposed HPP project

 Cattle trespass issues along with three dead cows from our Wyoming neighbor at Red Mountain

 Conducted two safety trainings for maintenance staff

 Prairie dog control at North property for Solid Waste

 Finished installing parking timbers, horse trail and landscaping for new horse trailer lot at

Soderberg

 Worked on provisions for Malchow ag lease

 Participated on interview panel for Weed Specialist position

 Continue to work with Ackerman and NRCS on water diversion point at Red Mountain.
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OPEN SPACE SALES TAX ACTIVITY

REVENUES:
SALES TAX 915,495.84$            
MV USE TAX 78,424.24$              
BUILDING USE TAX 113,172.82$            
INTEREST 1,081.64$                

TOTAL REVENUE 1,108,174.54$         

EXPENDITURES:
PERSONNEL & OPERATING 2,928.41$                8,068.80$  

8,068.80$  
PRIOR MONTH RESERVE TO DISTRIBUTE 48,786.13$              

NET REVENUE: 1,154,032.26$         

DISTRIBUTED: 95% 1,096,330.65$         
RESERVE: 5% 57,701.61

% SALES TAX DISTRIBUTED TO INCORP. AREAS (USED AS A BASIS) 55%

DISTRIBUTION BASED ON POPULATION 2015 State of Colorado Statistics
2014 % OF INCORP 

POPULATION AREA REVENUE

FORT COLLINS 154,570 62.19 374,966.93$            
LOVELAND 72,983 29.36 177,047.37$            
ESTES PARK 6,197 2.49 15,033.12$              
BERTHOUD 5,647 2.27 13,698.90$              
WELLINGTON 7,189 2.89 17,439.59$              
TIMNATH 1,977 0.80 4,795.95$                
TOTAL INCORP. 248,563 100.00 602,981.86$            
TOTAL UNINCORP. 68,981 493,348.79$            
     TOTAL 317,544 1,096,330.65$         

DISTRIBUTION BASED ON SALES TAX GENERATION 2015 Colorado Department of Revenue Statistics
2014 % OF INCORP

GENERATION AREA SALES TAX REVENUE
FORT COLLINS 73,860,613$             59.59 359,325.67$            
LOVELAND 40,246,199$             32.46 195,734.07$            
ESTES PARK 5,763,315$               4.65 28,038.04$              
BERTHOUD 1,122,464$               0.91 5,460.69$                
WELLINGTON 859,597$  0.69 4,181.87$                
TIMNATH 2,092,784$               1.69 10,181.22$              
TOTAL INCORP 123,944,972$           99.99 602,921.56$            
TOTAL UNINCORP 14,998,322$             493,409.09$            
       TOTAL 138,943,294$           1,096,330.65$         

DISTRIBUTION BASED ON HIGHEST YIELD 
TO INCORPORATED AREAS:

FORT COLLINS 374,966.93$             
LOVELAND 195,734.07$             
ESTES PARK 28,038.04$               
BERTHOUD 13,698.90$               
WELLINGTON 17,439.59$               
TIMNATH 10,181.22$               
TOTAL INCORP 640,058.75$             
TOTAL UNINCORP 456,271.90$             
       TOTAL 1,096,330.65$          

MARCH TAX REVENUES
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DISTRIBUTION BASED ON NEW MUNICIPAL AGRREMENT:

DISTRIBUTION BASED ON POPULATION 2015 State of Colorado Statistics
2014 % OF INCORP 

POPULATION AREA REVENUE

FORT COLLINS 154,570                    60.64 388,155.62$            
LOVELAND 72,983                      28.63 183,274.64$            
ESTES PARK 6,197                        2.43 15,561.88$              
BERTHOUD 5,647                        2.22 14,180.73$              
WELLINGTON 7,189                        2.82 18,052.99$              
WINDSOR 5,604                        2.20 14,072.74$              
JOHNSTOWN 715                           0.28 1,795.51$                
TIMNATH 1,977                        0.78 4,964.64$                
TOTAL INCORP. 254,882                    100.00 640,058.75$            

DISTRIBUTION BASED ON SALES TAX GENERATION 2015 Colorado Department of Revenue Statistics
2014 % OF INCORP

GENERATION AREA SALES TAX REVENUE
FORT COLLINS 73,860,613$             58.22 372,666.15$            
LOVELAND 40,246,199$             31.72 202,999.51$            
ESTES PARK 5,763,315$               4.54 29,079.00$              
BERTHOUD 1,122,464$               0.88 5,663.43$                
WELLINGTON 859,597$                  0.68 4,337.12$                
WINDSOR 1,218,370$               0.96 6,147.33$                
JOHNSTOWN 1,693,180$               1.33 8,543.00$                
TIMNATH 2,092,784$               1.65 10,559.21$              
TOTAL INCORP 126,856,522$           99.99 639,994.74$            

DISTRIBUTION BASED ON HIGHEST YIELD TO INCORPORATED AREAS:

FORT COLLINS 388,155.62$             56.61
LOVELAND 202,999.51$             29.61
ESTES PARK 29,079.00$               4.24
BERTHOUD 14,180.73$               2.07
WELLINGTON 18,052.99$               2.63
WINDSOR 14,072.74$               2.05
JOHNSTOWN 8,543.00$                 1.25
TIMNATH 10,559.21$               1.54
TOTAL INCORP 685,642.80$             100.00

NEW DISTRIBUTION FOR MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT: YEAR TO DATE PAID TO DATE

FORT COLLINS 362,349.61$             944,726.95$            66,018,084.50$          
LOVELAND 189,503.36$             494,077.90$            29,773,568.66$          
ESTES PARK 27,145.72$               70,775.00$              4,982,833.08$            
BERTHOUD 13,237.94$               34,514.28$              2,415,930.87$            
WELLINGTON 16,852.76$               43,938.94$              2,007,005.16$            
WINDSOR 13,137.14$               34,251.48$              906,357.38$               
JOHNSTOWN 7,975.03$                 20,792.69$              608,903.80$               
TIMNATH 9,857.19$                 25,699.92$              537,867.85$               
TOTAL INCORP 640,058.75$             1,668,777.16$         107,250,551.30$        
TOTAL UNINCORP 456,271.90$             1,189,603.48$         77,354,113.09$          
       TOTAL 1,096,330.65$          2,858,380.64$         184,604,664.39$        

-$                                                                                                       
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MARCH TAX REVENUES

456,271.90$          Revenues (Total Unincorporated from distribution sheet)
- 0% (Distribution of 0% of Revenues to Long-Term Management)

456,271.90$          
           (102,438.54) Debt Service (One-twelfth of current year's bond debt service) 2014=$1,231,195.82

353,833.36$          
(53,886.67)             Budgeted (Budgeted operating expenses for Acquisition & Improvement $646,640.04/12)

299,946.69$          
-$  Transfer N/A

299,946.69$          
-$  Excess (Excess in LT Management to equal 0% total distribution)

299,946.69$          Balance (Balance is distributed to Acquisition & Improvement per agreement)

Destruction to Open Lands Acquisition (212) 353,833.36$   
Destruction to Open Lands Long-Term Management (214) - 
Destruction to Open Lands Debt Service (483) 102,438.54     

456,271.90$   

DR CR
JOURNAL ENTRIES:

222.190500.0.40201.0 292,312.23
222.190500.0.40202.0 25,040.38
222.190500.0.40203.0 36,135.39
222.190500.0.44101.0 345.36
     212.682110.0.40201.0 292,312.23
     212.682110.0.40202.0 25,040.38
     212.682110.0.40203.0 36,135.39
     212.682110.0.44101.0 345.36

(Sales Tax Distributions to Open Lands)

222.190500.0.40201.0 84,627.51
222.190500.0.40202.0 7,249.46
222.190500.0.40203.0 10,461.58
222.190500.0.44101.0 99.99
     999.0.0.11520.0 102,438.54
999.0.0.11813.0 102,438.54
     483.191510.FNOSBNDS.40201.0 84,627.51 
     483.191510.FNOSBNDS.40202.0 7,249.46 
     483.191510.FNOSBNDS.40203.0 10,461.58 
     483.191510.FNOSBNDS.44101.0 99.99 

Record transfer of cash from main checking to Open Lands CDT bank account)

E-mail Gary Stoker to transfer Debt Service amount from the main checking account to the 
     Open Lands Debt Service Account.  Include posting date of journal entries in e-mail.

Page 10 of 22



Department of Natural Resources - Open Lands

Capital Development & Acquisition Summary 2015 - 2018
Prepared 5-16-16

DNR FUNDS ONLY (NOT TOTAL PROJECT COST)
PROJECTED

SALES TAX (See Note) AVAILABLE 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL

BALANCE 

REMAINING 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL

BALANCE 

REMAINING Total Project

GRANTS & 

PARTNERS PARTNERS

Available  Funds 12,026,510$         

Inter-Departmental Loan-2016 7,584,827$           

ACQUISITION & DEVELOPMENT

57th Street and Taft -$                  200,000$               1,300,000$           1,500,000$           Loveland 1,300,000

Colorado Front Range Trail Property 45,000$          244,442$        289,442$          289,442$               925,924$               1,215,366$            $3,703 Ft Collins, $122,221 Loveland, $350,000 State Parks, $450,000 CDOT 

Green CE partnership 75,000$          75,000$            75,000$                 75,000$                 

Hermit - Kruger Equestrian Campground    1,997$             1,997$              107,500$               13,000$                 120,500$               

 $10,000 Roundup Riders, $2,000 Horseman, $1,000 Friends, $1,000 (in kind) 

Backcountry Horsemen 

Hermit - Pavilion Upgrade 7,444$             7,444$              188,000$               188,000$                

Keyhole Parcel at DBB -$                  270,000$               270,000$               

Longview Request Trail Property 20,000$          459,463$        479,463$          479,463$               3,552,851$           4,032,314$            $982,430 Ft Collins, $570,871 Loveland, $999,550 GOCO & $1,000,000 CDOT 

Horsetooth Complex Redevelopment 10,000$          1,550,594$     200,000$        1,760,594$      -$                  1,760,594$           3,719,649$           5,480,243$           $198,462 Bureau,$1,760,593 Lottery, $1,760,594 Parks

Park Project - Pinewood/RSOS -$                  100,000$               768,156$               868,156$               

 Parks  149,627, Bureau  243,417, Lottery 185,965, GOCO 154,739 and 33,908, 

Friends Group 500 

Poudre River Corridor Acquisition 100,252$        100,252$          154,500$               222,900$               377,400$               222,900 GOCO contribution

Poudre River Corridor Development 138,946$        138,946$          137,779$               587,215$               724,994$                231,572 Timnath, 355,643 GOCO 

PRT Timnath partnership at Brunner 40,000$          40,000$            40,000$                 40,000$                 80,000$                  partnership with Timnath on their project 

Beierwaltes 375,000$        375,000$          375,000$               2,647,000$           3,022,000$            Loveland: $2,325,000, GOCO & Berthoud requested 

Devil's Backbone trail Head 10,000$          232,000$        242,000$          242,000$               121,500$               363,500$               

 Loveland: $118,500, Overland Mtn Bike Club Grant: $3,000. ($232,000 

previously approved) 

 

IDENTIFIED PROJECTS

Big Thompson Recreation and Conservation 

Assessment 30,037$          30,037$            20,000$                 58,000$                 78,000$                 

 GOCO $ 33,000, City of Loveland $15,000, Big Thompson River Restoration 

Coalition $ 10,000 (in-kind) 

Big Thompson River Restoration Coalition 

Partnership -$                  10,000$                 250,000$               260,000$               

 Colorado Water Conservation $ 140,000, Comm Fdn of Northern Colorado $ 

30,000, Larimer County Planning Department $ 21,700, No Front Range WQ 

Plan Assoc $ 2,000, City of Loveland $ 40,000, Northern Water $ 4,347, New 

Belgium $ 3,100, Other $ 8,853 

Master Plan Update & Regional Study 1,653$             1,653$              84,735$                 121,102$               205,837$               

 Regional Study - 27,185 Fort Collins, 13,872  Loveland, 75,265 GOCO, 1,080 

Berthoud, 1,520 Estes Park, 500 Johnstown, 100 Timnath, 500 Windsor, 1,080 

Wellington 

School Initiatives 30,000$          30,000$            50,000$                 50,000$                    

Small Grants 20,800$          20,800$            40,289$                 40,289$                 

Trust for Public Land Citizen Opinion Survey -$                  23,000$                 10,000$                 33,000$                  Trust for Public Land $ 5,000, Legacy Land Trust $5,000 

Historic Assessment II 43,170$          43,170$            43,170$                 43,170$                 

Cascade Cottages Partnership 50,000$          50,000$            50,000$                 50,000$                  RMNA requested $100,000  

Colorado Water Conservation Board Project 20,000$          20,000$            20,000$                 178,425$               198,425$                CWCB 

Seigfreid CE Project -$                 10,600$          10,600$            10,600$                 10,600$                  EVLT transaction fee for Seigfreid CE project 

Malchow 8,393,944$     8,393,944$      8,393,944$           8,393,944$           

OTHER ADJUSTMENTS

Repayment of LTM Loan as required 760,000$        746,000$        832,000$        561,640$        2,899,640$      

Bond Debt Service Reserve Release -$                  

LTM Adjustment (1,660,594)$   (100,000)$       (1,760,594)$     -$                  (1,760,594)$          

USEAGES IN FUTURE YEARS

Totals 1,404,299$     10,351,449$   932,000$        561,640$        13,249,388$    -$                 -$                   -$                 -$                 -$                  11,404,422$         14,515,722$         27,680,738$         

Remaining Balance 6,361,949$            6,361,949$           

Annual Spending Limit 5,522,048$       521,343$        1,127,675$     

Total available if prior year unencumbered: 5,522,048$       6,043,391$     6,361,949$     

NOTES:

Lottery funds may be used for acquisition, development, maintenance, or capital equipment on any public land for park, recreation, open space, or similar purpose.  It may not be used for personnel (except maintenance) or activities.

Parks Fund Balance may be used only for expenses incurred at the four BOR reservoirs.  

Sales Tax may be used for acquisition, development, and long term management of open space; and up to 15% may be used for improvements to existing parks.

Total Project Cost

additional request
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
• Parks & Visitor Services    • Open Lands    • Weed Management & Forestry 

1800 South County Road 31 
Loveland, CO  80537 

(970) 679-4570/ (970) 679-4574 FAX 
www.larimer.org/naturalresources 

Date: May 26, 2016 Staff Assigned: Castino 

Values (shown in bold): 
Scenic Significant Plants/Natural Agricultural 
Buffer Communities Geological/Paleontological 
Wildlife Habitat Outdoor Recreational Educational 
Wetlands Historic/Archaeological Other (explain in narrative) 

Property Description: Loveland has received funding from Great Outdoors Colorado to acquire the Ward property.  
Larimer County provided a letter of support for the application and has been asked to hold the required third party 
conservation easement.  The property consists of approximately 73 acres that provide upland buffer to very highly rated 
riparian wetland habitat and the wildlife movement corridor associated with the adjacent Big Thompson River corridor.  
The irrigated upland hayfields provide important wildlife habitat to large and small mammals and raptors, most notably 
elk production and elk winter concentration areas, as identified by Colorado Parks & Wildlife.  Large cottonwood trees 
along the ditch and shrubs in the farmstead area provide habitat for songbirds, raptors, and small mammals.  Runoff 
from the irrigation and the George Rist Ditch that crosses the property also sustain the on-site wetlands.   

In addition to habitat, the irrigated grass hay fields maintain an agricultural buffer at the western edge of the Loveland 
City limits.  The property is adjacent to existing conserved areas, including the Morey Wildlife Reserve, Wild Natural 
Area, and the recently acquired 5.7 acre Ward Trust property.   Loveland has proposed public access that could include a 
loop trail through the property for pedestrian and bike access, a connection to Morey Wildlife Reserve with river access, 
and a connection to 1st Street through existing ROW in the SW corner of the property.  Views from the property are 
outstanding, and include the Big Thompson River corridor, Devil’s Backbone to the north, and foothills and mountains to 
the west. 

Update on value from Initial Review:  
The preliminary appraised value was $2.75M, but the draft appraisal values the property at $2,657,070.  GOCO has 
agreed to contribute the same amount as originally funded. 

Highlights from CE: 
Reserved rights include a 7-acre building area in the existing developed area with a smaller 2.5-5 acre building envelope 
to be established within that building area prior to any development.  Within that envelope, Loveland is reserving the 
right to build a trailhead including toilets, shelter, parking, trails, and a farm equipment storage building.  The existing 
barn and residential buildings will be demolished and removed. 

Agricultural uses will continue.  No trails will be constructed that would interfere with those operations.  There is an 
existing farm lease on the property. 

Area Loveland, Big Thompson 
Short Legal A portion of the Northeast Quarter of Section 18, Township 5 North, Range 69 West of the 

6th P.M. 
Acreage: ~77 acres 
Current Zoning: FA 1 - Farming 
Adjacent Zoning: FA 1-Farming (eastern boundary is City-annexed with PUD zoning) 
Water Rights: George Rist Ditch (direct flow rights) 80 miners inches annually.  (21st priority on the Big 

Page 12 of 22



FINAL REVIEW:  Ward Trust – Conservation Easement 

Page 2 of 2 

Thompson River).  Provides early and late season water because it is low priority. 
Mineral Rights: Intact and will be transferred with the property to the City. 
Liens: N/A 
Value:  Appraisal values: Land - $2,417,070; Water - $240,000; Total = $2,657,070 

Evaluation Criteria: 
     Values Staff Assessment 

Environmental/Ecological Medium 
Scenic/Aesthetic/Sense of Place High 
Outdoor Recreation High 
Historical/Archaeological N/A 
Agricultural Medium 
Geological/Paleontological N/A 
Information/Education Medium 

 Context High 
 Political Factors High 
 Price High 

Ownership Information: 
Partners: 

City of Loveland Open Lands – Fee acquisition 
Great Outdoors Colorado 
Larimer County – 3rd party conservation easement holder (requested) 

Property Rights Involved (shown in bold): 
First Right of Refusal Conservation Easement 
Option to Purchase Lease 
Fee Simple Development Rights Transferred 
Fee Simple w/Conditions Development Rights Acquired 
Access Easement 

Purchase Price:  $250,000 
Financial Terms: N/A 

Funding Sources: Amount 
City of Loveland Open Lands $1,907,070 
Great Outdoors Colorado $500,000 
Larimer County Natural Resources $250,000 

Total: $250,000 

Closing Date(s): August 

Open Lands Advisory Board Recommendation: Requested 
Board of County Commissioners Approval: Awaiting OLAB Review to Request 
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LARIMER COUNTY OPEN LANDS MASTER PLAN 31
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
• Parks & Visitor Services    • Open Lands    • Weed Management & Forestry 

1800 South County Road 31 
Loveland, CO  80537 

(970) 679-4570/ (970) 679-4574 FAX 
www.larimer.org/naturalresources 

 

 

Date:  May 26, 2016  Staff Assigned: Castino 
 
Values (shown in bold): 
 Scenic Significant Plants/Natural  Agricultural 
 Buffer Communities Geological/Paleontological 
 Wildlife Habitat Outdoor Recreational Educational 
 Wetlands Historic/Archaeological Other (explain in narrative) 
 
 
Property Description: Larimer County Open Lands has entered into an IGA with the Town of Windsor to co-hold a 
conservation easement on several properties acquired by the City of Greeley in the Poudre River area.  These purchases 
were funded in part by Great Outdoors Colorado’s (GOCO) Poudre River Corridor and Regional Trail Initiative Grant.  
These funds were awarded to the parties in recognition of the important collaborative effort and shared value to protect 
the Poudre River and regional trail corridor from development. Larimer County nor the Town of Windsor are financial 
partners in this acquisition. 
 
Historically used for grazing and oil and gas production, the property contains a combination of upland grasslands, 
wetlands, and cottonwood riparian areas adjacent to and along a one-half mile reach of the Cache la Poudre River It 
also includes .7 acres of open water and 1.5 acres of developed area. The diverse habitat on the property provides 
food, shelter, breeding ground, and migration corridors for several wildlife species, including white-tailed and mule 
deer, coyote, great blue heron, bald eagle, and red-tailed hawk. The property is utilized for non-motorized 
recreation outdoor recreation and education along a portion of the 21-mile Poudre River Trail. 
 
The City of Greeley is currently drafting a conservation easement to encumber the full 34 acre property subject to 
Great Outdoors Colorado’s third-party conservation easement requirements.   
 
Location Weld County, Poudre River Trail between Windsor and Greeley 
Short Legal Section 32, Township 6 North, Range 66 West of the 6th P.M. 
Acreage: 34 acres 
Current Zoning: A - Agricultural 
Adjacent Zoning: A - Agricultural 
Water Rights: No 
Mineral Rights: The mineral rights are reserved and there are two active oil and gas wells leased by Noble 
Energy on the property.   
Liens: N/A 
Value:  Negotiated Fee Purchase Price was $72,500 
 
Evaluation Criteria:  
      Values Staff Assessment 
 Environmental/Ecological High 
 Scenic/Aesthetic/Sense of Place High 
 Outdoor Recreation High 
 Historical/Archaeological N/A 
 Agricultural Medium 
 Geological/Paleontological N/A 
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FINAL REVIEW: Orr – Conservation Easement 

 

Page 2 of 2 

 Information/Education Medium 
       Context Low 
       Political Factors Medium 
       Price N/A 
 
Ownership Information: 
Partners:  
    City of Greeley 
 Town of Windsor 
 Great Outdoors Colorado 
 
Property Rights Involved (shown in bold): 
 First Right of Refusal Conservation Easement  
 Option to Purchase Lease 
 Fee Simple Development Rights Transferred 
 Fee Simple w/Conditions Development Rights Acquired 
 Access Easement 
 
Purchase Price:                 
Financial Terms:    N/A 
 
Funding Sources:  Amount 
 City of Greeley 
 Great Outdoors Colorado 
 Total:  
 
Closing Date(s):   
 
Open Lands Advisory Board Recommendation: Requested 
Board of County Commissioners Approval:  Awaiting OLAB Review to Request 
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