


 13 County-owned or managed parks and 

public open spaces 

 

 10 buildings & shops where staff are housed 

 

 45 FTE’s 

 

 125 seasonal employees 



Building  Location Challenge  

Administration Office (AO) 

7,000sf 

1800 S. County Road 31, 

Loveland 

Currently filled  

Blue Mountain Ranger Operation Center Carter Lake Marina 

Blue Mountain Maintenance Facility 

1,386sf 

1800 S. County Road 31, 

Loveland 

Fleet Services management plan 

Hermit Park Visitor Center 

800sf 

Hermit Park, Estes area Temporary building 

Insufficient office space 

Hermit Park Maintenance shop 

1,280sf 

Hermit Park, Estes area Inadequate office facility 

Fossil Creek Reservoir Visitor Center 

2,250sf 

Fossil Creek Regional Open 

Space 

Transferred to Fort Collins;  

Horsetooth District Headquarters 

1,800sf 

4200 W. County Road 38E, 

Ft. Collins 

Temporary building 

Insufficient office space and site 

Horsetooth District shop 4200 WCR 38E Inadequate facility and insufficient site 

Weed District Office 2649 E. Mulberry Insufficient office space and site 

Weed District shop Vine Street shop 



Director 

Senior Managers 

Admin & Acct staff 

Open Lands staff 

Visitor Reception 

Large meeting room for department 

meetings 

Small conference room 

Kitchen and lunchroom 

 



House the Big Thompson and Blue Mountain 

District rangers and staff 
• These staff oversee Chimney Hollow OS, Devil’s 

Backbone OS, Big Thompson OS, as well as Carter, 

Flatiron and Pinewood reservoirs 

• Still provides public contact point for area campers 

Potentially allow the Marina office to be 

leased to a concessionaire 

Continued use of the “shop” facility for 

large equipment and vehicle maintenance 

 



 Facilitated staff discussion– March & April 2014 

 

• Evaluation of existing facilities 

• Current locations and uses 

• Future growth and needs 



Centrally located facility as primary 

public information center and meeting 

space 
• Maintain satellite offices at Horsetooth, 

Carter/Blue Mountain and Hermit Park 

 Incorporate a nature center component 

with access to trails 

Technology delivery is critical 



Purchase new lands 
• Expensive, access to trails somewhat difficult 

 

Use existing lands 
• Looked from Landfill to The Ranch and 

everything in between 

• Landed on Long View OS or Fossil Creek  

 

Communicating with Partners 



Assumptions 
• House 25-35 staff 

• 15,000 – 30,000sf, possibly phased for growth 

• Include a walk-out basement and storage for 

education programming purposes 

• Energy efficient, but not LEED certified 

• Garage area for 4-5 vehicles, no “shop” 

• Minimize view impacts to and from the building 







Long View = 27   Fossil Creek = 44 
 

• Scoring system: 0 = Significant constraint or negative attribute; 1= Minor constraint or negative 
attribute; 2 = Opportunity or positive attribute; 3 = Significant opportunity or positive attribute 

Owner/Partners         

Zoning/Permitted Uses 

Entitlement/Platting 

Existing CE’s 

Above ground utilities 

Proximity to neighbors 

Sounds/smells 

Views, unsightly and positive 

Site amenities, bodies of water 

Visibility from other places 

Access 

Traffic 

Regional trail proximity 

On-site trails 

Proximity to other natural areas 

Interpretive 

setting/opportunity 

Soils 

Existing base data 
 

 

 



Help Preserve Open Spaces tax dollars 

 

Lottery 

 

General Fund ask 

 

Grants 

 

Potential community fundraising 



Continue discussions with Fort Collins, 

OLAB, internal 

 

Potentially proceed with full feasibility 

study and schematic design and cost 

estimations this year 


