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Why? 

 

Conservation Values provided by Irrigated 
Farms: 
 Wildlife habitat 

 Open space - scenic 

 Community separator 

 Farmland productivity – local economy 

 Groundwater recharge 

 Local food 

 Flood surge control 

 

 

 



Why? 
 The greatest gap in conservation occurs with working 

farms and ranches, having 86% of the high priority areas 
not currently under some form of protection.  



Why? – Time is of the essence 

 Water: 

 Originally, 85% of CBT shares were owned 

by agriculture, now only 34% are. 

 More than 72% of the 10,000 shares of 

North Poudre Irrigation Company stock is 

owned by cities and water districts. 

 Sales of Water: 

○ CBT Shares  Jun 2014: $18,000 

    Feb 2015: $25,000 

    July 2015: $30,000 

 



Why? – Interruptible Supply 



How? – Open Lands Acquisitions 

 Larimer County Open Lands is exploring 
opportunities to: 

 
 Tie existing water to farmland through voluntary 

conservation easements, either purchased or 
donated; 

 Purchase and manage water rights for farmland 
irrigation on conserved properties; 

 Develop water use agreements, alternative 
transfer mechanisms, and partnerships with 
private and public parties that dedicate water to 
farmland at least 7 out of 10 years; 

 



Funding Sources 

 

 GOCO – Open Space Grant 

 NRCS – Farmland Protection 

 

 CWCB – Innovation Grant & Water Supply Reserve 
Account 

 

 City and Town Open Space Sales Tax 

 Private Foundations 

 

 Alternative Transfer Mechanism Water Agreement 

 Conservation Buyer 

 



CWCB Grant 


