Larimer County Natural Resources

Initial Review Keyhole Parcel/2014-245
September 25, 2014 Devil’'s Backbone to Horsetooth Area/2014-245
Project Number: 2014-245 Staff: Johnson
Public Name: Keyhole Parcel/2014-245
Values (in bold and italics):
Scenic Significant Agricultural
Buffer Plants/Natural Communities Geological/Paleontological
Wildlife Outdoor Recreation Education
Wetlands Historic/Archaeological Other (explain in narrative)

Property Description: Located beneath (but not including) the Keyhole Formation of the Devil’s Backbone
rock outcrop, this 6.88-acre parcel comprises the immediate foreground to the greater scenic vista from this
popular overlook at the Devil’s Backbone Open Space. The Wild and Keyhole trails that lead to this
overlook are the highest used trails at the open space by the general public as well as school groups and
naturalist hikes. There is an active raven nest and other intermittent raptor nest sites on the western side of
the outcrop above and to the sides of the keyhole. In addition to providing both an ecological and visual
buffer to the Devil’s Backbone Open Space, this property provides close in access to the central portion of
the open space for emergency response. The property is largely undeveloped, there is an internal road and
bladed parking area, and is accessible from public roads off Glade Road. No general public access is
anticipated for this parcel at this time. The landowners paid $237,000 for the parcel in 2006 and currently
has it for sale citing an offer several months ago for $325,000.

Quadrangle: Laramie
Short Legal: Lot 7 and Outlot A of Wild MLD; Section 6, T5N, R69W
Acreage: 6.88 acres

Current Zoning:
Adjacent Zoning:
Water Rights:

Mineral Rights:

Value Estimate: $250,000

Ownership
Owner/Seller Denny Haskew

Partners: Description
Larimer County Natural Resources Purchase and manage property

Potential Funding Partners Description Amount
Larimer County Natural Resources $250,000

Total: $250,000

Page 1 of 2



Larimer County Natural Resources

Initial Review
September 25, 2014

Keyhole Parcel/2014-245

Devil’'s Backbone to Horsetooth Area/2014-245

Evaluation Criteria
Values

Environmental/Ecological
Scenic/Aesthetic/Sense of Place
Outdoor Recreation
Historical/Archaeological
Agricultural
Geological/Paleontological
Educational
Context
Political Factors
Price

Staff Rating
MEDIUM
HIGH
MEDIUM
N/A
N/A
MEDIUM
N/A
HIGH
LOW
HIGH=Good
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