Planning Process

In 2013, Larimer County and all of the cities and towns within partnered to
complete a regional study of land conservation, natural resources stewardship
and outdoor recreation. The study, Our Lands — Our Future, examined citizen
preferences for conservation and recreation, analyzed the economic benefits of
open space in Larimer County, and developed an online interactive mapping
tool, and a financial model to help predict future funding scenarios. The study
provided a wealth of information.

On the heels of Our Lands — Our Future, Larimer County, and the cities of
Fort Collins, Loveland, and Berthoud are using the information gained to

assist with local master planning efforts. The last Larimer County Open Lands
Master Plan was adopted in 2001 and significant portions of the plan have been
accomplished.

Larimer County Open Lands Master Plan
Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

-ldentify gaps from -Public Forum #1 -Public Forum #2
previous studies -Focus groups -Present key findings
-ldentify priorities -Plan direction and -Develop final plan
and issue areas recommendations update

Loveland Parks and Recreation Plan

Our Lands
Our Future

Fort Collins Natural Areas Master Plan

Berthoud Parks, Open
Space, and Trails Plan
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Of new opportunities we tested, we’ve heard:

Continue to acquire conservation easements on
working farms and ranches.

River restoration and land stewardship is important; work
should be done in conjunction with other agencies.

Establish backcountry camping areas but leave
backcountry camping with structure (yurts, cabins, etc) to
other agencies.

Trail based off leash dog areas are limited in Larimer County.

Purchase or provide land for small acreage farming
such as community gardens and community supported
agriculture.

Connecting regional open space should be a priority.

Need in stream flows and other actions to ensure a
healthier working river.

Larimer County Open Lands should provide canoe and other
non-motorized boating access on small lakes.
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Conservation Priority Analysis

An analysis of priority areas began with a look at what has been accomplished and
unprotected resources. The open lands program has conserved over 43,000 acres.
Priority areas from the 2001 Open Lands Master Plan along with recently updated
priorities from the Cities of Fort Collins and Loveland are compared below.
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Proposed Conservation Priorities

Updated priority areas are based on the conservation priority analysis. Data
gathered through Our Lands-Our Future’s interactive mapping tool was also used to
update the priority areas. This process identified unprotected lands with high values
for wildlife habitat, regional open space and trails, and working farms and ranches.

Cities, towns, and non-profit land trusts will lead conservation activities in the
brown partnership priorities, with support from the County.

The County will focus on the green open land and blue river priorities with willing
landowners beyond city growth management areas.
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Regional Trail Analysis

The regional trail
analysis combined
trail plans from all
jurisdictions across
the County as well
as the North Front
Range Metropolitan
Planning
Organization.
Regional

trails connect
communities to
other communities,
open spaces,

and unique
destinations.
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Proposed Regional Trail Priorities

Updated regional
trail priorities focus
on the segments
beyond city growth
management areas.
Historic trails such
as the Overland-
Cherokee Trails
weave through

out the County.
The Front Range
Trail combines
many existing and
proposed trails

to complete the
Northern Colorado
connection to this
statewide trail
system.

The County

will focus on
completing the
identified 5 priority
trail segments over
the next 10 years.
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Conservation Recommendations
Land Conservation and Stewardship:

Larimer County will continue to...

e (Conserve properties in a manner that is fair to property owners, taxpayers and
Larimer County citizens, and is from willing sellers only.

e (Cooperate with partners to leverage available resources.

Moving forward, Larimer County will...
e Focus future conservation efforts on  Comments?
the following river priority areas:
* Poudre River
* Big Thompson River
* Little Thompson River

e Focus future conservation and
stewardship efforts on the priority
areas of:

* Blue Mountain

* Buckhorn/Redstone
* Livermore

* Buckeye

* Laramie Foothills

e Support partnerships that promote
conservation and stewardship on
other priority areas:

* Estes Valley

* Foothills Corridor

* Wellington Separator
* Bellvue

* Laramie River Valley

* (Connect existing properties through
conservation of private inholdings.
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Conservation Recommendations

River and Ecological Restoration:

Larimer County will continue to...

e Restore rivers and disturbed areas on various open spaces.

e (Conduct weed control, wildlife management, and monitoring ecological and

river health.

Moving forward, Larimer County will consider new opportunities that...

e Partner with others to restore river systems disturbed by 2013 flooding.

e Explore ways to partner with other agencies to enhance in-stream flows.

e Map and assess existing protected lands and recreation infrastructure to evaluate

new natural resource conservation and recreation opportunities.

Agriculture:

Larimer County will continue to...

 Work with willing landowners to develop land use alternatives and management
strategies to protect agricultural lands.

e (Continue to acquire conservation easements on working farms and ranches.

e (Continue to acquire property to offer agricultural leases on appropriate open
spaces.

Moving forward, Larimer County will consider new opportunities that...

e Investigate programs that support local food production and emerging farmers
and ranchers.

Comments?
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Recreation Recommendations

Recreation:

Larimer County will continue to...

* Provide river access for fishing, wildlife viewing, photography, and enjoyment.

e Offer limited hunting in coordination with Colorado Parks and Wildlife at
appropriate locations which currently include Red Mountain, Eagle's Nest, and
Hermit Park open spaces.

e Offer environmental education information and programming with a particular
focus on connecting youth and families to the outdoors.

* Develop and manage of facilities to minimize conflicts with wildlife and in a way
that is compatible with the natural environment.

Moving forward, Larimer County will consider new recreation opportunities such

as...

 Expanding backcountry camping opportunities to existing and new areas,
including Red Mountain Open Space.

e Evaluating the feasibility and Larimer County's role in providing large off-leash
dog areas with trails near community centers.

e Exploring non-motorized boating opportunities at future open spaces.

Comments?
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Recreation Recommmendations

Trails:

Larimer County will continue to...
e Provide current recreation opportunities and trail-based activities for regional

and local hiking, biking, and horseback riding.

Moving forward, Larimer County will...
 Work to close the gaps in regional trail connectivity.
* Big Thompson River Trail
* BNSF Fort Collins to Berthoud Trail
* Estes Park to Lyons Trail
* Front Range Trail West
* Poudre River Trail

Comments?
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