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Man Was Bitten By Rattler While Riding
Devil's Backbone Trail

Lindsey Sablan, 7NEWS Reportert
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LARIMER COUNTY, Colo. -~ A Larimer County man has been
released from the hospital after being bitten by a rattlesnake while
mountain biking in the Devil's Backbone Open Space area last week.

Larimer County park rangers confirmed the incident after being
contacted by 7NEWS. Rangers said there's been an increase in rattlesnake sightings this year.

Last Thursday, Danicl Bancy was mountain biking with his nephew when a rattlesnake struck him on the backside
of Devil's Backbone trail.

Baney said he didn't see the snake, because it was dusk and he wasn't wearing his prescription glasses.
"I never saw the snake at all, it was like a rock," Baney said. "It felt like a sting that felt like a yucca plant.”
"I kept riding and then I stopped 20 yards later and was like, "Wow! That really stung,"" he recalled.

"I put me leg on my top tube and looked at my ankle and it had two fang marks," Baney said. "So I turned my bike
around and turned on a light and was going back 10 yards or so, and there was a rattlesnake lying there."

Baney biked three miles out of the trail and had his nephew flag down a couple nearby,

Park rangers said if you're bitten by a rattler, it's better to remain still because movement increases venom
circulation.

But Baney said he didn't have his phone and there were other snakes around.

"A mile into coming back, my lips started to quiver and go numb and tingling. And then I had a metallic taste in my
mouth," Baney said.

"They [doctors] say it was a big one," the cyclist said. "Of course, everything up the calf is black and blue from the
venom having traveled."”

Baney spent two days in the hospital Doctors told him it takes a week to fully recover.

Larimer County Park Ranger Stephen Gibson said it's been two years since the last report of a mountain biker
getting struck by a rattlesnake.

However, Gibson added that there have been twice as many rattlesnake sightings this year, than in past years.

"T don't know if it's the increased heat factor this swmnmer or what the cause is, but we have seen a lot more
rattlesnakes out," Gibson said.
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Rangers told 7NEWS almost 80 percent of the rattlesnake biting incidents they see involve someone trying to
handle a snake.

Report a typo or inaccuracy

If you have a news tip or a follow-up to this story, e-mail us.

Copyright 2012 by TheDenverChannel.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Oil bonanza could
be waiting under
Soapstone natural
area

SOAPSTONE PRAIRIE — Only a trio of
pronghorn and a light breeze broke
Soapstone Prairie Natural Area’s early
afternoon stillness Thursday.

A refuge in what was historically known as
the Great American Desert, Soapstone
Prairie is a haven for prairie dogs, rare
birds and numerous other animals and
plants that rely on the rarest of high plains
treasures — water.

That water attracted Native Americans and
a plethora of wildlife to this unique place
over the centuries, one of the reasons the
city of Fort Collins spent $7.3 million in
2004 to purchase and protect Soapstone
Prairie Natural Area.

But Soapstone Prairie is a classic Western
“split estate.” When Fort Collins bought the
area about 30 miles north of the city, the r
ights to own the minerals underground

and bar them from development didn’t
come with it.

That means Soapstone Prairie still holds the
allure of striking black gold in the otherwise
protected tract of shortgrass prairie. The
area is winerable to oil and gas

exploration in the Niobrara shale,

something that also extends to city-owned
Meadow Springs Ranch. Both are at the
western edge of Northern Colorado’s
Niobrara exploration rush.

Qil drilling seems more likely than ever
there now that at least one company has
said it's targeting Soapstone and Meadow
Springs Ranch for drilling.

In short, the future of oil and gas
development there boils down to this: The
State Land Board, which owns about a third
of the minerals beneath that land and
Larimer County’s nearby Red Mountain
Open Space, plans to actively pursue
leasing its minerals there to oil and gas
companies, State Land Board
spokeswoman Melissa Yoder said.

How and when that will happen depends
on a lengthy energy development planning
process expected to wrap up in
September.

The southeast corner of Soapstone Prairie
and nearly all of Meadow Springs Ranch

Advertisement
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could see drilling and, most likely,
hydraulic fracturing, for one reason: That's
where the oil is.

Ripe for Drilling

Ask Vince Matthews about what he thinks
the Niobrara shale looks like underneath
Soapstone Prairie and Meadow Springs
Ranch, and he’ll say what he sees is
“interesting.”

Geologically speaking, the Niobrara is
complicated, leading oil companies to do a
great deal of hitting and missing before
striking a rich pocket of oil beneath the
plains.

But in the Soapstone Prairie area, there is
most likely only one place that energy
companies could go to look for oil, said
Matthews, executive director of the
Colorado Geological Survey.

There is a big fault that splits a hill called
Round Butte, southeast of Soapstone
Prairie, roughly in half, he said.

Driving into Soapstone Prairie from the
south, Round Butte is the big hump in the
plains you'll see north of the Rawhide

The land northwest of the butte — most of
the natural area — isn't likely to be viable
for oil drilling because the shale is too
shallow, Matthews said.

But southeast of the butte is prime territory
for oil production because the shale is just

Energy Station east of Rawhide Flats Road.

deep enough that it could bear enough oil
to be attractive to energy companies, he
said.

Oil companies have taken notice. So much
so that after the Niobrara oil exploration
boom took off after a well gushed oil in
northern Weld County in 2009, companies w
ere interested in leasing all of the

Colorado State Land Board’s minerals
beneath Soapstone Prairie and Meadow
Springs Ranch, Yoder said.

Interest in drilling has been strongest for
parcels on the east and south sides of
those areas, Yoder said.

The State Land Board owns 15,718 acres,
or a about one-third, of the mineral rights
beneath Soapstone Prairie, Meadow
Springs Ranch and Red Mountain Open
Space, and all of the minerals beneath
Round Butte. Anadarko Petroleum owns
another third of the mineral rights to those
areas, and a group of private parties owns
the remaining third.
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Possibly “a handful of companies” may be Rare mountain plovers are found there.

interested in leasing some of the State Land ~ Wetlands in the area are fragile and

Board’s minerals there, Yoder said. The valuable to many uncommon plants and

board, however, decided to hold off on g animals, and the historic resources are

iving energy companies the go-ahead to rich.

move in until the oil and gas development

planning process is complete later this “There are literally cultural resources all

year. over this property,” said John Stokes,
director of the Fort Collins Natural Areas
Department.

No company with interests there, including
Marathon Qil, Chesapeake Petroleum and
Anadarko, would confirm that they plan to
drill in Soapstone Prairie or Meadow
Springs Ranch anytime soon.

Energy By Design

Those in charge of caring for Soapstone
Prairie, Meadow Springs Ranch and Red
Marathon is awaiting the results of two Mountain Open Space are working hard to
exploration wells that have been drilled encourage energy companies to avoid
south of Soapstone Prairie before drilling in sensitive areas.

developing future plans for drilling in the

area, spokeswoman Lee Warren said. That's where the Nature Conservancy’s

“Energy By Design” planning process comes

Anadarko owns rights to large swathes of In.
minerals in eastern Colorado, acquired o _ _
through a historic Union Pacific Railroad Energy By Design is a process involving the

State Land Board, Larimer County, the city

land grant.

of Fort Collins and the Nature Conservancy
“We continue to evaluate opportunities on |
our land grant acreage throughout Advertisement

northeast Colorado,” said Robin Hervig,
Anadarko spokeswoman, adding that it's
too early to discuss future activity in
Northern Colorado.

A spokeswoman for Chesapeake declined
to discuss the company’s future plans.

If those companies move into the southeast
corner of Soapstone Prairie, there is plenty
that needs to be protected from oil
development there, city officials say.
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that will identify sensitive biological and
cultural resources across 60,000 acres of
protected land and outline ways to prevent
oil and gas exploration from harming them.

Details about how Soapstone Prairie,
Meadow Springs Ranch and the adjacent
areas will be protected while oil and gas is
being explored there will be revealed when
the final Energy By Design report is
released to the public at the end of
September.

Already, those involved with Energy By
Design have had conversations with
Marathon and Chesapeake, said Daylan
Figgs, senior environmental planner for the
Fort Collins Natural Areas Department.

Once the final Energy By Design reportis
unveiled, “really, the next step is to really
begin to more actively engage the mineral
companies,” Figgs said.

Stokes said it isn’t a foregone conclusion oil
rigs will arrive anytime soon.

Companies are sure to bid on oil and gas
leases offered for the area, but “it doesn’t
mean the properties will be produced or
explored,” he said. “Then, we'll just have
to wait and see if whoever leases them
actually follows through with any kind of
exploration.”

Advertisement
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“Covering all the angles in the Garden Spol ... where good things grow™
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Berthod Wiekly
Surveyur is on Faceluok £

Follow uson taitter at
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olume 9, Number 20

No
Can't w

Obnmacire?

Yes 83.3%

No 14.6%

Don’t know 2.1%

Surveyor Survey
Go to www.berthoudsurveyor.com and give us your opinion,
Are you even thinking about “Back to School” yet?2?

Dy you think the Supreme Court made the right decision regarding

will do

Subscribe between now and
July 31,

the Red Cross for High Park
Fire relief efforts.

2012 and the Surveyor
nate half of the fees to

cmws by Hudy Hememann

A view looking toward the southeast from in front of the residence on the Elleen
Jaskawski property. Inset photo: Eileen Jaskowski

Pioneer Park
neighborhood §
meeting

By Rudy Hemmann
Thie Sunveyor

Jdim Bindaall of The Birdsall Graup
met with 15 to 20 neighborhood residents
the evening of Thurs:
expliin the latest change ta the I
Purk des s a
thase in attendusce might h.n e

The meeting was held ut the souths
west cornter of the existing park which is

lucatenl at the intersestion of East Second
Strewt and East Michigan Avenue, An ca.
sel which supparied a large seale remder.

ing of the park design lad been erected
for the nudicnce to view,

Binksall reported the contract for cone
struction of the park expansion had beon
awarded and that work on the project
wits expeeted to begin the following week.
He ated eonstruction was beginning
Tater in the year than expeeted; bowever
he rem n«i hopefil that the project
wonld e completed by mid-fll

“Wu nre getting a kater start than we
had hoped,” Bird=all, “Baged on our
u:hrn}u!.- we anticipate construetio
onnpleted by the week of T
He poinied out the construe

2%

Fire is part of the forest:

By Kathleen Donnelly &
Dr. Wilderness
The Surayar

Up to the 19605 the prevailing at-
titude townrd the forest was to save
the furests by immediately putting
aut amy fires. This approach deve
oped as o response to the public
ing they wanted fire excluded,

Smokey Bear (“Only YOU can
prevent forest fires!), nn advertising
eartoon character created in 1911,
i= one of the most famous symbols
proneting putting oul ooy forest five
anywhere,

In 19530 advertising collided with
reality when o black bear cub was
found in a tree in the 17,000-acr0
Capitan Gap Wililfire in eouthern
New Mexico. The seared cub had
singed paws and burned hind legs,
The eub recovered and lived out his

in the National Zoo in Washing-
ton. Smaokey's real life populavity and
symbolism was huge,

As timo went on though, sciontists
began questioning putting out fives,
More and more rescarch showed that
five was netunlly as much a part of
the forest as trees, bugs, beetles and
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was eantingent on the cooperation of the
weather,

He infornied the geonp that changes
wete made to the design based on input
Trom o previous neighborhood mecting,
the (Pioneer Park) design advisory group,
nd open space committes,

l commiission and town board.
*Probably thy 1 chunge to the
woneept from whiat wns reparted at the
firat neighborhood meeting is that we an-
icipated the pond feature to be vamplet-
od as phase two of the project and now it
i included in phase one; the dreigation
system and the pond will be included in
phiase one,” stated Birdsall, “What you
see on thi with the exception of
some very minorchanges, is going to be
what is built tin one construction phase)”

Iy ing project. and pven
though it taken longer Lo got here
than we had hoped, the siops along the
way ereated a better park for (the
connmunity),” he said,

Acvording to Birdsall disruptions to
the existing park, which eonsiss nrn
large grassy nrea bownded by E:
ond -‘!lm’.‘ron the west, East Thind Strect
on the cast, East Michigan Avenue on
the south, and the East Tndinna Avenue

on on the north, will be

watur nn.d gewer lines near Bast Michi.
g Avenne,
Itmls.‘lll un:m] pa

o large

wildlife, To understand why fire is a
critical part of the forest, it is in por-
tant to first understand the v

zomes and ecology of the Fromt
Range Forest,

“Forest fire oreurrenc erily
and effeets ave determine part by
what kind of forest the fires oeeur i
When talking sthout our kxnl furests,
there’s not just ane type,”
Donnelly. “Forests are de
their vomponent tree spee
w hut species grow where
mined by availablo water. Inllm
‘ront Range forest this means eleva.
i cs 11 huge role in tree species
survival and forest type beeause hore
Tocally inereasing elevation means
inereasing moisture levels and differ-
i The foothills - pinyon-ju-

high tempern-
tures and low rainfall. Above that,
from about 6,000 {0 8.000 feet in the
montane zone, ponderasa pines grow
along with Duuglas-fir in moist areas,
und also aspen, which con grow al-
pes. Al ummr mon-

Look who s in

the news!
Eric Weedin Jane Ballard
Elizabeth Anastasia
Kearney Alexander
Business,..

Caommunity Calendnrm
Classified .
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Legal notices
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Please join us for ua celebration
to dedicate the fourth Habitat for
Humanity home in Berthoud.
Safurday, July 21 ot 1 p.m.
1716 N. Fourth St.
Questions? Please call Meghan
at 970-690-0865.

Berthoud set to acquire additional open space

By Rudy Hemmann
The Survejor

sion couple t.I witha vm-ﬂ.sl niceting.
edl Lo arder
th a road trip to
tonrof the llwn.]u-ekuudu propaty.
The tract, which is Teeated at 24
County Road 14, consists of slightly loss
1 0 neres,
k . the owier, expressid
interestin donating the property to o
Leead entity and having it cstablished
as a conservation easement. Town
Administrator Mike Hart learned of
Jdnskowski's interest and contacted her,
Aceording to Hart she waz thrilled 1o
hear that Berthoud would be intercsted

your neighborhood ... thero will be noise,
trafiic and dust. The contmector we have
hinl is o good one and we expect he

will do the best he can to have as little

as is practical.
AL the s
time o
will profhably
happen that
will impact (the
neighborhoad),”
He stressed
that if residents
saw anything
that concermed
them tocoptact
the town and
not the con.
tractor, VT

contrictnr hax a
contretual re-
Lationship with
the town and

tion of Pioncer Park.

performing approprintely,” satd Bindaall.
He pointed out that Stephanie Brothers
wiis Uie nppropriite person to contat at
towa hall. (Brothers may be reached at
town hall. 532-26133.)

Birdsall alzo asked for assistunee from
thess present to gign np to volunteer to
ussemble playiround equipment or help
lay sod. Part of the grant commitnent
by the tawn was to fuenish "in kind” eon-
tributions for the park, (In other words,

pine wud possibly move Douglas-fir,
Above that, from about 8,500 feet and
up. Engelmana spruce and subalpine
firs predominate, and then finally we
reach timberline and mostly treeless
alpine arens.”

With the life zones you have to
think ahout the hasie necessit
trees newd to grow, which nre water,
nutrients awd light, However, some
tree species tolornte much more
shade than other spocivs. The same
iden s true for varions underatory
plants which have varving degree:
of tolerance to shade. What does this
mean? Why is this important?

“Beeause as trees grow that need
sun, such s ponderosa pine or
ludgepale pine, other teees that are
more shade tolerant grow heneath
thent along with shade-tolerant
grasses, low brush, shrabs, seedlings
and saplings,” explains Donnelly.

“If climate is temperate over many
decades, moisture generally is suf-
ficient to inswre that lightning-eaused
fires gonerally burn slowly along

the ground consuming mu [hu
shide-tolernnt underbrush
what apparently happened :lmulnl
the fire-zearred, | il pine tree
mentioned last wee

But weather changes. Periodic
droughts ocenr, bringing dry storms,
wind anel lightning. Large a of
forest never have understory fives,

O, as has happened in the last 100
or so. many understory fires are
PUL oul s soom as po .

Thus, in many more lacations,
so-called ladder fuels aceumulate
and allow firo to climb from grass to
shrubs to taller shade-tolerant trees,
and on up inte the canopy of mature
trees 75-100 years old or older. If vou
adil in low or no rainfall, higher than
normal temperatures and high winds,
the probubility inereases greatly for
dizastrous forest wildfir
the saving goes, it stops heing
a miatter of “if” and simply becames

Jim Birdsall, of The Birdsall Group, was on hand  which could be
to answer questions from Norma Banzhal and
Michael Patrick about the upcoming construc-

in aequiring the property, She grected
the trustees and town members
nily upon their avrival at her prop-

vrl
severul outhuildings
are bocated on the acrvige, and Hart
repurted one of Uhe s ms uf the
agreement t Jaskowski would
continge to reside at the property until
she chose Lo move away,
H the property will it
th the town's proposed teail
un:luwn spaee plans at Heron Lakes,
shnee the property borders the noth-
westorn portion of Lanetree Reservoir,
The group spent approximately 40
nnmm-a at the pruperty before return-
s to town hall ta continue the meet-

A residence and

town residents must be prepared 1o fur-
nish gome “sweat equity™ in the park for
the gennt req nts 1o he fulfilled.)
He alio n\l-ued n\[ll\‘al‘nﬂ ves from the
id

qu P
provider would
s present to
lend techn

o stder purchas-
# ing bange sand-
Priote by Rudy Hemmana stone boulders,

engraved as a
memorial, and
then be pmca!

pack 10 be used as benehes, Mo e
the vast of the boulders ta be nppr
mately $100, 1 the cost
of purchasi

engeaved and st in place

rdsall nddeessed v

vegarding toples related to the eonstrue-
ik 1 Fumml Top-
I

Tespanses

I other husiness the trustees dis.
eussed enacting an ondinance regulat-
ing the of compression relense
bra systems Glake brakes) com-
monly installed on lorger trincks and
semi-traek tracto

In st presentation regarding the tepie
Palice Chicl Glenn Johnson reported
the state’s 2000 Medel Teaffic Code,
which the tewn adopted, alrondy ad-
dresses the jssue of muffler s

purtion of a distirhing the pea
nanc,
I8 theve is =omeone that upertes

TOWN conn. on paga 2

than daing it all townrds the end of
the project) te cover bare soil in newly
completed sections of the NrL inorder tn
imcp h'[u\\mu dust toa mininum,

walk, which hiul been ndded
near !lw western end of the large gra
area was na longzer inclnded in the de
sign.

* The community gainlen area will be
provided with amended soil and muleh. It
will be up to the neighborhood residents
to coondinate nud manage the garden

sud.
= ’ﬂun.- vu!'l naw lm:hn‘- covernd
ather than two, since the m:
anee shed for the parks and rece
partment wis dropped from the

* The pond will ha ration to help
prevent algae growth, rud the pond will
be no ntore than a foot deep eight feet
from the shoxe.

* The pesteoont area amd adjuecnt
puoip oo iee the only partions of the
pavilionshelter complex which will be
fully enclosed.

* The town will b
vations for the shel

* A water feature intended as an eda-
eational tool i still in the design, Talks
are under way with Northern Colorada
Water Conserva
the kovel of ot the district has i
sponzori e nad Jending th
nnee in constriaction of the feature,
17 the water feature does not materialize
the area woulld be landsaped, acconding
to Birdsall.

s i ehanme of resers

assi

The High Park Fire ecology (Part 2)

Froto by Kathi2en Donnilly

Aspen are ploneer trees and we may eventually see more of them in the High
Park fire area. Notice the thick forest mixed with pine beetle kill behind these

Aspen,

“when,” “where” and "how” will the
fire =tart. And when the fire does
start under thcm canditions, it

quick d cantrol, becoming in
o ease, the High ’nrki:m a whole
lllfﬁ:n-nl type of d Donnelly.

“The High Park lm- burned bath
private and public land. Forest cover
in the five avea is a result of natural
processes plus the effects of a century
of land use for forest products, ranch-
ing and, most recently, primary and
seeondary hemestending. No matter
who owned u given land parcel. it was
prohably protected against fire ina
similar way. Fires were pur aut right
away — a response that has become
natural,”

Without the natursl burning of the
forests over the lust 100 years the for-
est became mature with trees primed
to take a |Ij:}||mn[,,' strike or some
other form of

“The forest sat there like this
for a long t nd there were no
probloms,” saill Donnelly. “We had
wet years where the rain helped put
fire sut, We often had several years
with excellent snn\\'unrl\ eapecially
very recently. That, along with the
rain, meant the unden,mu th beeame
thick and luzh. But this year we
oxperienced ane of the driest springs
on record, with little snowpack end
rain. With the “perfect stoym™ of dry
fuels, high temperatu
of all high winds. the st
One lightning strike was
Unfortunately, this was High Pavk.
The teagedy was the Faet it affe
gonany people who lived up there,

In the final part of this series, Dr.
Dunnelty will discnss the Gipes of fire
and the filure of the High Parl arca,
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Horsetooth Mountain Park to cease cash collection, be debit-,

credit-card only
Posted: ReporterHerald.com

LARIMER COUNTY -- The automated kiosk at Horsetooth Mountain Open Space has worked well enough
that county land managers will no longer accept cash payment, according to a release. Starting Aug. 1, credit
and debit cards will be the only means for users to buy self-service entrance passes.

Later this year, the self-serve kiosks will be added to other fee areas within Larimer County's jurisdiction,
according to a county release.

reporterherald.com/news/larimer-county!..../horsetooth-mountain-park-cease-cash-collection-be-debit. ..
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Nature Notes Club offers fresh look at Larimer County Open Space

offerings
By Reporter-Herald Staff Loveland Reporter-Herald

Posted: ReporterHerald.com

The Larimer County Natural Resources Nature Notes Club will be accepting new members throughout the
summer.

New members can join current members already journaling in the style of John Muir and Aldo Leopold with a
volunteer naturalist.

The club will take several outings throughout the county's open spaces system, allowing members to see all
that the open spaces have to offer.

They then get a chance to record their feelings, thoughts and experiences.

Club members will receive basic instruction on sketching, ecology, geology, wildlife and other natural sciences
to enhance the experience.

A love ofthe outdoors, a desire to create and a notebook, camera and drawing equipment are all participants
need.

Club members can patticipate i all sessions, or just a few, whatever fits their schedule.
August meetings will be held on Aug, 1, 15, and 29.

For details, or to sign up, email Heather Young at hyoung(@larimer.org or call 679-4489.

reporterherald.com/lifestyles/recreation/ci_21104646/nature-notes-club-offers-fresh-look-at-larimer
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Horsetooth Tri
Training Series
helps make Fort
Collins top triathlon
spot

Nearly every Wednesday this summer, a
group of local triathletes and aspiring
triathletes can be found on Horsetooth
Reservoir's South Bay, swimming along the
shore and running through the
campgrounds.

Fort Collins resident and lronman champion
Wendy Mader heads a clinic, teaching a
small group of people the finer points of
open-water swimming. Geneva Mueller, a
2011 Rocky Mountain High School
graduate, leads a pack of swimmers
toward the beach. Lifeguards from the
beach and people on kayaks monitor the
swimmers who are timed in an aquathlon.

Boulder might be the mecca for triathletes,
but Fort Collins has taken a step forward to
make a name for itself in the triathlon
world.

This new event is the Horsetooth Tri
Training Series, a first-year series that's
slowly growing from a humble beginning of
a few dedicated souls into what event
organizers hope blossoms into a
permanent fixture on the budding Fort
Collins-area triathlon scene.

“It's the first time Fort Collins has had
anything like this, so it's really exciting,”
event organizer Lisa Sinclair said. “It's
definitely not where we want to be, but we’
re getting 20 to 30 people a week, which is
a nice start. We still have some work to do
to get more people involved as this sport
continues to grow in Northern Colorado.”

Series catching on

Inspired in part by Boulder’'s Stroke and
Stride series, now inits 11th year, the
Horsetooth Tri Training Series is a 10-
week program. It is designed as a training
opportunity for triathlon newbies
considering participating in a triathlon and
for seasoned triathletes who want the
experience of a timed practice.

Athletes can swim either a 750-meter or
1,500-meter option, followed by a 5K run
or participate in a 3,000-meter swim only.
People also can opt to do only a 5K. All
events are chip timed by Timberline Timing
Systems, and all replicate a real race with
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wave starts in the water and a transition
area from the swim to run on the concrete
boat ramp.

Wednesday's showing was the best night
yet, with 46 people of all abilities and ages
donning their wet suits to hit the 65-
degree water for their open-water swim
before shedding the suits in favor of shorts
and running shoes for the 5K.

“It was a great night. This is what we’ve
been working toward,” said Mader, a USA
Triathlon coach. “I think we have a lot of
people training for upcoming triathlons,
and |l also think people are talking about it
and telling their friends to come out and try
it.”

Mader, a Michigan native and graduate of
Eastern Michigan University, where she was
a swimmer, started doing triathlons in

1992 and was immediately hooked. She
moved to Fort Collins in 1995, completed
her first ronman two years later and in

2008 was the Ironman overall amateur
world champion.

She’s the co-founder and owner of
t2coaching and for the past five years has
taught open-water swim lessons in
Northern Colorado, including the Lake
Loveland swims. She also is race director
for the Pelican Fest Triathlon in Windsor.

Mader teaches a swim clinic at 5 p.m.
before the Horsetooth Tri Training Series,
which takes place Wednesdays through
Aug. 15, for people with little to no
experience with open-water swimming or a

fear of swimming in the open water.

“It's completely different swimming in the
open water. You can’'t see anything, there
are no lane lines and you're in a big space
of water. The sighting is difficult, breathing
is different,” said Mader, who still r
emembers the first time she swam in open
water in the early '90s. “That moment will
always stick with me. [ remember thinking,
‘Thank God I'm a swimmer because this is
creepy.’ | remember mentally panicking. It
s a completely different feeling.”

She had a class of 15 people on
Wednesday, “which is awesome,” she said.
She hopes to teach people in her clinic one
week and see them the following week
competing in the series.

“That’s how | envision it. It's my job to help
people get comfortable in the water and
get them racing the next week,” Mader
said. “I'm excited. It's been a great
opportunity to teach the clinic and to see
people trying out the sport.”
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Prime place for sport to grow

Though no prizes or awards are given
following the aquathlon, previous winners
of the Horsetooth Tri Training Series
include the 18-year old Mueller, a former
swimmer and track runner at Rocky, and
Ben Nelson, 35, a near top-10 finisher in
the 2011 Horsetooth Half Marathon.

Zoom

l Purchase Image

Wendy Mader,

Fort Collins, with its elevation training and ; ,
hundreds of miles of r ina trails and triathlon coach, talks with a group about how to deal
un sofmi unning tratls with open water swimming Wednesday at the

pristine road cycling, was named by Horsetooth Tri Training Series at the South Bay of
Triathlete Magazine one of the top 15 Horsetooth Mountain Park. / Sam Noblett/The
. ; - Coloradoan
places for triathletes to train and live.
Mader, who said she has seen the sport

“explode” in recent years, is encouraged Horsetooth Tri Training

by the series and hopes it can evolve into a Series
triathlon club — something absent from the * When: 6 p.m. Wednesdays, July 18,
Fort Collins triathlon community right now. 25and Aug.1,8,15

* Events: Timed 750-meter or 1,500-
meter swim, followed by 5K run or
3,000-meter swim only or 5K run only
« Cost: $25 for single events, $100 for
5-pack. $30 for race-day registration;

“We're not Boulder by any means. They're
kind of the standard for triathlons, but we
have so many great athletes and masters
swimmers living and training here in Fort
Collins, and I think the opportunity is here
to really grow the triathlon community,”
Mader said. “We’re tired of having to go all Advartisament
the way to Boulder for events. The
Horsetooth series has been great so far,
and | think it's an opportunity for people to
start and not be intimidated.”
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through open space taxes.

"There's a common misconception that local governments can't work together. This is tangible proofthat local
P g g giole p
governments can and do," said Larimer County Commissioner Tom Donnelly.

Project Features

The Great Colorado grant and government monies will pay for several projects along the Poudre River,
including:

Two new trailheads.

2.5 miles of trail construction, including a two-mile extension of the Poudre River Trail fiom the Arapaho Bend
Natural Area to the Timnath Firehouse.

Interstate-25 overpass, linking the trail into the City of Fort Collins Arapaho Bend Natural Area.
23 acres of open space acquisition in Larimer County and 968 acres in Weld County.
1.5 miles of trail easement acquisition.

The trail initiative will complete all but five miles of the paved trail, which at full build-out will span 45 miles
from Bellvue north of Fort Collins to Greeley's Island Grove Park.

The remaining five miles will extend fiom River Bluffs Open Space to the Arapaho Bend Natural Area and
likely will be funded by additional grants.

"River corridors, trails, youth and families, and urban projects are all goals outlined in our strategic plan," said
Kathleen Staks of Great Outdoors Colorado, adding that the corridor project meets the grant goals. "Getting
so close to realizing this grand vision and having improved access to the river is really going to benefit the
community from Greeley to Fort Collins."

Shelley Widhalm can be reached at 669-5050, ext. 531, or swidhalm@reporter-herald.com.

reporterherald.com/news/larimer-county/ci_21097135/poudre-river-trail-will-link-fort-collins-greeley 2/2
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Larimer County’s 2013 Small
Grants for Community
Partnering grant cycle begins

BY NFN ON JULY 16, 2012 IN DISPATCHES - ADD COMMENT

Larimer County Department of Natural Resources announces the
2013 “Small Grants for Community Partnering” grant cycle.
Applications are due Friday, September 7, at 3 p.m., with awards
announced by February, 2013.

These grants are offered to individuals, organizations and groups,
and homeowner/property owner associations for community,
neighborhood, and group projects for:

» Protection or enhancement of open space, trails, natural areas,
wildlife habitat, river areas, and wetlands on private or public land
« Agriculture

« Increased access to open lands and natural areas

« Research on open spaces.

Grant selection criteria, application, and other information are
available at
www.larimer,org/naturalresources/openlands/smallgrants.htm
Applicants are encouraged to read through the selection criteria and
to contact Sue Burke, Coordinator for Small Grants for Community

Partnering, with questions.

Application forms, selection criteria, and other information may be
obtained:

+ Online at
www.larimer,org/naturalresources/openlands/smallgrants.htm

« In person at Larimer County Department of Natural Resources,
1800 S. County Road 31, Loveland, or

« By mail by contacting Sue Burke at (970) 679-4566 or
sburke@larimer.org

Small Grants for Community Partnering are funded by the County’s
Help Preserve Open Spaces Y4-cent sales tax. Annually, $20,000 is
set aside for individual awards up to $2,000 per project per year.
Since 1998, 121 projects throughout Larimer County have received
approximately $171,000 in funding.

North Forty News | Larimer County's 2013 Small Grants for Community Partnering grant cycle begins

OBITUARIES Search

TELL US YOUR STORY

Know of an act of bravery or heroism during the
High Park Fire? How about a good deed?
Contact us with the details via
info@northfortynews and include your contact
information.

HIGH PARK - HOW YOU CAN HELP

Help Colorado Now
Northern Colorado Red Cross
Rist Canyon Volunteer Firefighters

LaPorte, CO « July 17, 2012

* Nexrad Radar + Roads -« Night Sky

Has your home been damaged
or destroyed by the fire?
Let us help you through this difficult time

Speak to your insurance agent about
renting a Temporary Furnished Home,
Condo, or Apartment

Available now
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7/16/12 Horsetooth Mountain Park to cease cash collection, be debit-, credit-card only - Loveland Reporter-Her...

Horsetooth Mountain Park to cease cash collection, be debit-,

credit-card only
Posted: ReporterHerald.com

LARIMER COUNTY -- The automated kiosk at Horsetooth Mountain Open Space has worked well enough
that county land managers will no longer accept cash payment, according to a release. Starting Aug. 1, credit
and debit cards will be the only means for users to buy self-service entrance passes.

Later this year, the self-serve kiosks will be added to other fee areas within Larimer County's jurisdiction,
according to a county release.

reporterherald.com/news/larimer-county/..../horsetooth-mountain-park-cease-cash-collection-be-debit
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Hike of the week: Devil's Backbone a classic

4:20 PM, Jul 7, 2012 | Comments Recommend One person recommends this. Be the first of your friends.
Recormend 1 | | Twoet {a} AA
Sioapar) Mayers Overview: | retumned this week to one of my favorite hiking/trail
running/mountain bike spots in the area, the 2,200-acre Devil's
FILED UNDER Backbone Open Space.
Xplore i 3 i i 1
U.S. Highway 34 The Devil's Backbone (great name isn'tit?) is a small section of the

hogbacks found up and down the Front Range, and the Devil's
Backbone trail connects to the Blue Sky trail, which is a part of

Horsetooth Mountain.

One of the most popular mountain biking trails in the area, Devil's
Backbone is a moderately easy dirt trail that sees just 200 feet of total

elevation gain.

N3ado
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1 SHOCKING Tip To Lose Weight

Celebrity Doctor Reveals 1 Simple Trick To Lose 27Ibs
This Summer

Read More...

The area makes for a great trail run, with a number of loops you can

do depending upon how far you want to go: the
Wild Loop (2.4 miles), Hunter Loop (1.3 miles)
and Laughing Horse Loop (1.5 miles). If you're
hiking, as | was a morning this week before it
got too hot, keep an eye out for the abundant
wildlife.

Mule deer, elk, bobcats, fox and coyotes all
call Devil's Backbone home, as do
rattlesnakes, so watch your step. The area is
great for bird-walching, as well, as the ravens
continue to return to the Keyhole area each
year to nest. Golden eagles and prairie
falcons can be seen, too.

The best times to hike this trail, especially now with it being so hot,
are at dusk and dawn. If you do go during the day, water is available
at the trailhead. Make sure to pack enough if you're doing a long trail

run.

Directions to trailhead: Take Taft Hill Road south to U.S. Highway
34 (Eisenhower Boulevard) in Loveland. Turn right and head west for
4 miles to just past mile marker No. 88. Turn right onto Hidden Valley

www.coloradoan.com/article/20120708/XPLORE/307080021/Hike-week-Devil-s-Backbone-classic?od. ..
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Hike of the week: Devil's Backbone a classic | The Coloradoan | coloradoan.com

Drive, which is east of the old water tank. The trailhead is on your left.

Difficulty: Easy to moderate
Distance: 3.5 miles one way
Fees: Free

Dogs: Allowed, on a leash

Also: The area closes at sunset, so keep in mind that the “dusk-to-
dawn’” gate at the trailhead will close. Plan your hike/runfride

accordingly.

Information: Larimer County Natural Resources, (970) 679-4570 or

www.co.larmier.co.us/parks /fbbone.cfm

Trail maps: For more than 30 trail maps, visit

coloradoan.com/xplore.
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Fireﬁghter’watchéd his home burn, but he's

Looking to the future

Mark De Gregorio says
he’ll study how the
land rebounds from
the High Park fire .

By PamzLaDIckMAN
Rerorrer-HERALD STARE WRITER

. ESTES PARK — Mark De
Gregorio pulled his vehicle to
the side of Redstone Canyon on .
Sunday, June 17, and watched a
wall of 20{)~foot flames push
down the ridge.

After 25 years of lwmg up
there, in the Laurence Creek
drainage, the ‘education special- |
ist for Rocky Mountain National |5
Parlg,-who has experience fight-
ing fires, knew the landmarks by .
heart,

He could tell when the flames
of the High Park fire were a nile
from his home.
 Ahalf mile,

A quarter mile.

De Gregorio watched as fire
overtook his rural property, | :
knowing when he returned noth- ' Special o the Reporter-Herald/MARK DE GREGORIO

ing%?i‘;g;’e nlett;l i L e | The incredibly hot High Park fire left little of Mark De Gregorio s mountain home other than twisted metaland
. debrls, The veteran firefighter knew the fire was burning in disastrous conditions, leaving little hope that even the

:lalidﬂ}ﬁgt‘?‘fegef ’We]gﬁ g{:fog? must protected hores could survive if overcome by the flames.

ting along the Big Thompson
River in Estes Parl where he is
living temporarily.

“It burned hot. Glass is melt-
ed. Metal is melted. The metal
roof that was on the house was
twisted.”

De Gregorio knows fire, He
has worked wildfires around the
country for 35 years. He has felt
the heat, flames and force. He
has seen the destruction.

De Gregorio knows the risk of
living in the mountains. He
chose to accept that risk.

De Gregorio knows how it
feels to evacuate. He left his
home in April 2011, during the
Crystal Fire, and returned to
find it intact. This time, he left
before the official notice.

De Gregorio knew how diy
the landscape was, the dangers
of the dry forest, hot tempera-
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Vateran wildland firefighter Mark De Grego
mitigate danger of fire damage; however, healso knew tha

could rage out of control.

Reporter-Herald/JEHNY SPARKS

rio knew the risks of living in the mountains and ways to
t conditions were so dry this year any spark

FIREFIGHTER: Notin a hurry to decide whether to rebuild

FromPace Al

But De Gregorio did not

know how it would feel to

. lose- everything and the
stress and decisions that go
along with that predicament.
A colleague who had been
through the same situation

" told him to slow down and
not rush the decisions.

That, De Gregorio said, is
good advice, as is making
sure to have adequate insur-
ance.

He is saddened by what
he describes as “carnage”
Teft of his home for the past
25 years. His land, His re-
treat. Once forested and
beautiful, it now looks like a
mMoonscape, :

" The draw behind his
home is bare.

The peach, apple and as-
pen trees are black sticks
pointing toward the sky.

“You can do everything
right, and when you get
extreme conditions, there’s
nothing you can do.”
Hreﬁghteerrk De Gregorio

Other trees have ' disap-
peared altogether. ;

But as he watched the
flames descend on his home,
De Gregorio knew there was
nothing he could do.

He spent 25 years doing
everything he could to miti-
gate fire damage, thinning
vegetation, installing a metal
roof and more.

This time, though, mitiga-
tion would not derail a true
force of nature, The fire
could ot be stopped without
thousands of firefighters,
weeks of work and a break
in the weather,

“You can do everything

right, and when you get ex-
treme conditions, there’s
nothing you can do,” De
Gregorio said,

While saddened by his
and others’ losses, De Gre-
gorio is already looking at
the future as a new adven-
ture.

Following the advice he
received, he is not in any
hurry to decide whether to
rebuild or when or where,

But what he does know is
he will study the effects of
this hot fire on his land, doc-
umenting what grasses and
trees return and when that
natural process begins.

He added, “I'm already
fascinated, having lived up

- there, with what it's going to

look like in three to four
years, in 10 years.”
pamela Dickman can be reached at
669-5050, ext. 526, or
pdickman@reporter-herald.com.







