Planned burn near
Fort Collins
prompts 911 calls

A heavy column of smoke visible directly
west of Fort Collins on Tuesday prompted
many area residents to call 911 to report
what was actually a planned and controlled
21-acre burn at Horsetooth Mountain Open
Space.

Larimer County officials were managing and

monitoring the fire, which they intentionally
set to improve forest health, increase
understory plant diversity and return fire to
a natural area that benefits from low-
intensity fires. The burn is part of a fuels-
management project in Horsetooth
Mountain Park.

The project is being implemented in

cooperation with the Colorado State Forest

Senvice, Southern Rockies Wildland Fire
Module, Larimer County Department of
Natural Resources, Nature Conservancy,
Xcel Energy and the Larimer County
Sheriff's Office of Emergency Services.

For safety purposes, several area trails are
closed, including sections of the Towers
Road Trail, Spring Creek Trail and Carey
Springs Trail. Larimer County Rangers will
be on hand to explain closures and signs
will be posted where trails are closed.

The burn area is located southwest of
Towers Road, near the junction with Carey

Springs Trail.

The number of calls to 911 and the Poudre
Emergency Communications Center
prompted officials to ask the media to
publicize that the burn was planned and
under control, despite the large amount of
smoke.

The National Weather Service rated smoke
dispersal conditions as "poor" on Tuesday
night, due to generally low winds.
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i"t..{Space eontrac‘t approved

"By Rudy Hemmainn -
' _The Surveyor

The phase one contract for purchase of .

. “properties and transfer of properties to ‘the
. tgwn for the proposed Heron Lakes open
~space and trail project was plesented to the
. -Berthoud Town Board Tuesday evemng
_The fous governmental entities ifvolved .
inthe phase one funding have agreed in
prmc1ple to-pay the following amounts: -
- . .GOCO $950,000, Town of Berthoud' .. .
. $300 000, Latimer County $100,000 and
. the-City of Loveland $50,000. for* atotal
) outlay of $1.4 million:
. An idformation sheet prepared for board
menibers by town staff'states: -
- “Ag part of the due dlhgence procEess to
" move forward with-the "
-Great Outdoors Colorado -
(GOCO) grant for phase.
#1 of the Heron Lakes
-Regiohal Recreation and
Oper Spage project, the
{own needéto provide a
gigned contract to the GOCO remew com-
mittee, The attached contract is weighted
"heavily.in the town's favor in terms of
.conditions whereby the town can pull out
‘of the contract without penalty.”
-« Itwas noted during the megting by - -
Town Administrator.Mike Hart that there
. are no such safeguards for the déeveloper
- inthe cont1 act. He alsoreported that the
“town,would “owx the dirt” that changes
hands as a-result:of the agreement, but the
" conservation easemerits will be shared by
 Lovyeland and Larimer County. "
" ° Hart-also stated, “Berthoud hosts the
(GOCO) grant The agreement with the

1

© . other agenmes and-with GOCO is that Ber- -

thoud has;to sign the contract to purchase.
- ‘the property from the develope). There
are quite a few back doore in the agree- -
. ment (for “the town); the other governmen--
. tal agénciés have to send their nioney to *~
Berthougd before the closing, but Berthoud
* is the agent for this whole transaction. .
- That is why Berthoud is the ent1ty whlch
approves the purchasé agreement.” -

resenting Hervon Lakes Investments, LLC,
- the sgller, presented the contract proposal
fo the trustees,

Followmg the! presentatlon of the .-
cofffrack particdlars bo the Hoaid SBﬂ’.'dsall
-stated, “We are gettmg closetp finalizing a
- fantastic deal. You' guys should be gettmg
- excited.” .

He reported the gfant funding of phase .
one should be wrapped up this fall,"'with -

_.phase two grant funding scheduled to be
* completed next simmer, He also an-,
- nounced that Heron Lakes Investments -

.. tourse could begin riext'spring: .

 “You.guys shotild
_be gettmg excited.”:

t—dim Bzrdsall The Birdsall Group Tom Pattérson:

wag looking for private funding to build -
the golf course. Birdsall acknowledged that
banks-were under quite 4 Dbit of pressure .-

. with regard to lending of funds.He went
.oh to inform the board if everythmg fell -

intoplace ak expected that work On the golf

“We're‘excited about this pro;ect sald
Birdsall, “This {open space). project is. créfit -
ing an opportunity to get this development :3 C

- _ off the ground 1 that was niét thére béfors.”

" “The board was in complete unammlty

" “iri blessing this project after we had goné
* through dan exhaustive study of potential -

town exposure; We see none. Town bien- -
efits; however, continde td sweeten the en- -
tire prOJ ect We are getting, -even in phase
“‘one, enough. benefits and-
land to justify twice the -
price - let alone’ phase .
" two and the income in-
~perpetuity,” said Maym

{In order to give up the
open space property from the Heron Lakes'
development and still provide enough area

- for an 18-hole golf course, the golf course

tract needed to'expand to the east, in.

-offect, borrowing approximately 50 acres

from the Bader Developrient which is ad-?

" jacent to the northeast of the Heron: Lakes=
-Development. Ag a result, both develop-- ¥
- ments will need togo through areplat.- .
T process w1th the town. Birdsall stated that .

the. Bader ré-plat would need to oceur in **: -
eonjunction with the Heron Lakes re-pldt. .
“One cani’t happen Wlthout the other,” said .

_ Bixdsalk;

“The board, unammously approved a
motion avithorizing the mayor to sign the”

-purchase agreement between the town and
“Heron Lakes Investments, LLC. - '

- The board also heard prégentations
from County Commissicnér Tom Donn.eﬂy :

- and Sheriff Justin Smith. Donnelly gavea "
county budget ovérview while Sinith spoke

about the cost Yeductions that Had cccurred

Jinvthe avea of. pubhc safety, but particu-

lasly Wrth regard to the upération ¢ of the

..Jim Birdsall of The Birdsall Group, 1ep~ ; county fail.

Both men ended thoir respective presen-'

- tations by stumpmg for repeal of two .02
.petcent sales faxes which support opera-
. tion of the. county 3‘%11 and replaciiig them .
“with 2 /0376 sales tax mtended to support P

Fhre jail. :

Alhe trustees ended the public portlon ST
of the meeting by adjourning to-executive -
‘session for the expressed purpose of receiv-

-ing legal information regardmg contract

négotiations. . |
The negotiations in question were ap- -
parently not related to the Heron Lakes i

development - . |
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' " The'illustration-above shows the -

: new layout of the Heron Lakes:.’
-V -development and municpal golf

. " course, Theplan has ¢changed:

Mg with the inclusion“6f4hé open
use’™. Space project around Lohetres

el - “and McNiel Reservoirs. Its comple-
17 . tion moved one step closer during
- last night’s town board meeting -

. "with the contract proposal being
- agreed to in principle. - -
or - N
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, Jury Jerome Post Independant
The no_o,.mao Open Space Alliance is meeting at the Hotel Colorado in Glenwood
Springs for its 12th annual statewide conference. Socializing after the Monday sessions
are, from left, Adams County Open Space program manager Shannon McDowell, West-
minster open space coordinater Heather Cronenberg, Westminster open space tech-
nician Lauren Schevets, John Vickery of Denver and Rod _.mwmm; {(far right), also with
the city of Westminster open mnmnm program.




Nature photographer John

F;elder glvmg presentation_.

.lohn Stroud
 -Post Independent Staff

: Space and Trails program.
_Springs and Garfield County, which: does

ple_from all across the state to network
and discuss the things we've worked to
accomplish over the past year, said John'
Armstrong, ranger for the P1tkm County:_ .

By having the conference in Glenwo d :

" nothavean Open space program, it's also

GLENWOOD SPRINGS — Open space :

* program managers, staffers, board mem-

. bers and volunteers from around Col-
orado dre in Glenwood Springs this week
to discuss issues related to the preserva— :
tion and management of open space and :

public trails.

The 12th annual Colorado Open Space '
Alliance {COSA) conference is taking -
place at the Hoiel Colorado through_

Wednesday.
The conference mcludes more than 200

participants, according to Linda Strand, -
- an Arapahoe County Open Space board -
. member and COSA steenng comrmttee_

member,

“We have workshops and presentanons P
at a different-location in the state each -
'_{hlcychsts on tralls
: themselves before pas

year to provide training and networlcmg

for those involved with open spaoe, :

Strand said..

“Our membership is primarily from -

local and regional public open space pro-
_grams, but we also tend to attract people

associated with prlvate land trusts,” she .

explained.

‘The conference opened Monday witha
variety ofinformational sessions focusedon -
topicsranging from open space pohcylssues
to some of the common challenges associ- :.; g

.ated with managing public trail systems.

It continues this moming with addition- |

’ grams, which we believe to be important
in maintaining the lifestyle and quality of

“public open lands and trailslocally an
.same statewide and even nationa.ll
'.sa1d :

5 that really 1gn1tes pass1on,” he .

_-manager for the Roar]n

an opportumty 10 offer information about, |
ways to preserve natural open space, ‘he. -
said.’ : %
“We hope to express the value of open
space, trails and ranch. protectlon: P

life in Colorado,” Armstrong said.
:Many of the challenges in managi

"Dog complamts, whether 1t s dog off. =
1eash or dog waste issues, are the one

tion Authonty, s als

“‘He described the f rme:
that was purchased

alwork sessions and a keynote address by o

- Jessica Sargent-Michaud, director of con- -
servation economics for The Trust for -’j

Public Land. This afternoon, conference

participants head out on field U'lps_._

throughout the area.

The final day of the conference on_.".
‘Wednesday includes a presentation by -
renowned Colorado nature photographer L

John Fielder.
"Mamly, it'sa great opporturutyfor peo-

" ]stroud@postmdependent co

comprehenswe'plan The rex

due.o _nextyear he sald




Lairmer County
wins Lottery
Starbust award for
trail work

DENVER- The Colorado Lottery has
awarded a 2011 Starburst Community
Award to Larimer County Department of
Natural Resources for using Lottery dollars
to complete the Colorado Front Range Trail
and Trailhead Development at River Bluffs
Open Space project.

Larimer County utilized a Lottery-funded
Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) grant of
$494,373 for the project.

The project has had many community
benefits, including overcoming a major
barrier (Colorado Highway 392) to the
extension of the Colorado Front Range Trail
from Greeley to Fort Collins and anchoring
the Colorado Front Range Trail on the north
side of State Highway 392 so the trail can
be incorporated into the residential and
commercial developments planned north
into Timnath.

“According to the results of the 2007
Statewide Comprehensive Qutdoor
Recreation Plan Local Government Survey,
community trails rank as the highest
outdoor recreation need along Colorado’s
Front Range,” said Kerri Rollins, open lands
manager for the Larimer County
Department of Natural Resources. “The

results also identified trails as the
recreation need in highest demand.
Regional trails have been a local priority for
decades in Larimer County. The Poudre
River Trail, from Greeley to Fort Collins, has
been envisioned since the 1970’s. Infact,
more than 15 local and regional
transportation, open space, and
comprehensive plans support the
completion of the Poudre River Trail and
this project is a major step.”

The Colorado Lottery Starburst Community
Awards recognize excellence in the use of
Lottery proceeds in community projects
implemented to enhance a community’s
environment.

In Fiscal Year 2011 alone, the Lottery
distributed $113.4 million in proceeds.
Since its creation 28 years ago, the Lottery
has returned more than $2.2 billion to the
state.

Lottery proceeds are distributed to three
primary beneficiaries: GOCO, Conservation
Trust Fund and Colorado State Parks.
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These organizations then provide grants
and direct funding for parks, recreation,
open space acquisifion, trails, wildlife and
conservation education.

[QdChoices
Ads by Pulse 360

Boulder: Dermatologists Hate Her
Local Mom Exposes an Anti-Aging Miracle,
Her §5 Trick ERASES Wrinkles!
ConsumerProducts Digest.com

Frown Line Treatment

Learn About a Prescription Option. Save Up
To $100 On Treatments.
TreatYourFrownlLines.com

Mortgage Rates Hif 3.01% APR
White House Cuts Up ta $1000 Off Monihly
Mortgags. See If You Qualify!

www MortgageRates Experts.com
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or Local News,

Fort Collins officials
eye river park

Imagine a park stretching along the banks
of the Poudre River from Shields Street to
Old Town and Linden Street.

The park would include an in-stream "river
trail" that would provide tubers and
swimmers with easy and safe access to the
water. The park would be managed in such
as way as to preserve and enhance the
river's natural environment.

That's the vision Fort Collins officials plan to
submit in a concept paper describing a
river-based recreation area in the heart of
the city to Great Outdoors Colorado, or
GOCO, to measure the potential for funding
it through the agency’'s new River Corridors
Initiative.

The concept of a river-focused park along
the Poudre has been discussed for years,
said John Stokes, director of the Fort Collins
Natural Resources Department. This
proposal would bring forward ideas that

are already in plans for city-owned natural
areas along the river as well as some
offered through the UniverCity Connections
project.

“You put it all together, and along that
stretch of river from Shields to Linden
there's a lot of potential for not only
enhancing the natural riparian environment
but for making it more accommodating and
more fun for visitors," he said.

The deadline for submitting a concept
paper is Oct, 14. After reviewing concepts s
ubmitted by entities around the state,
GOCO is expected to invite a few to submiit
formal, in-depth applications for funding.

ldeas expected to be pitched inthe
concept paper include a water park,
possibly around the existing Legacy Park,
that could be a gathering place for a large
number of people. The river has long been
a popular destination for recreationists and
appears to be getting busier each year,
Stokes said.

Much of the land along the river between
Shields and Linden streets is already
publicly owned and managed by the city's
Natural Areas Program or Parks
Department. Possible improvements to the
area would include building bridges and
cleaning up the river's banks to improve
public access and safety, Stokes said.

"lthink there is fremendous opportunity
down there,” he said.
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A river park as envisioned might cost about
$5 million, Stokes said. GOCO might be
able to cover 50 to 60 percent of the cost.

Following the application process, grants
from the rivers initiative are expected to be
announced in April, said Chris Leding,
communications director for GOCQO. About
$14 million to $18 million in funding is
expected to be available for projects.

The agency, which is funded by Colorado
Lottery proceeds, is likely to receive several
proposals, Leding said. There is great
interest in doing river restoration projects,
especially inurban areas, she said.

In recent years Grand Junction has
revitalized a long-neglected section of the
Colorado River and Denver has put
considerable effort into cleaning up the
South Platte River around downtown and
making it a destination for recreationists,
she said.

Fort Collins also plans to offer its support
for a project proposed by the Larimer
County Natural Resources Department
aimed at completing the Poudre River Tralil
between Fort Collins and Windsor.

The county recently opened a section of the
trail through its River Bluffs Natural Area
north of Colorado Highway 392. County
officials are still working on the route for
the trail connecting to Timnath.

Fort Collins has long expected to finish its
portion of the trail, which currently ends at
the Environmental Learning Center,
including a connection beneath Interstate

25.

The concepts are scheduled to be
presented to City Council members this
evening during a work session to get their
input.

INTERESTED?

» The Fort Collins City Coungil is scheduled to hear
a presentation on possible city involvamentin the
Great Outdoors River Corridors Initiative during a
work session starting at 6 p.m. foday at city hall, 300
LaPorte Ave. The meeting will be broadcast on cable
Channel 14.
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Spedal to ihe Reporier-Hetald

" Denny Olson takes the character of Professor A\nan Guane to teach about birds. He w1|| present a program at the Northern Colorado Birding Fair
on Saturday.




BY PAMELA DICKMAN
RerorTER-HERALD Stare WRITER

World renowned naturalist Denny 0k

son is only half joking when he says,
-“Amny time anybody calls you a birdbrain,
that’s a compliment.”

Olson — whose brain is filled mih
-random facts about birds, who can imi-
tate the songs of 200 birds and who
loves to share his knowledge — consid-
ers himself a major birdbrain,

So is Professor Avian Guano — one of
the many characters Olson becomes

" when teaching about wildlife and nature.
“He’sa German professor of ornitholo-
gy,” Olson’ says, slipping into the exag-
gerated German accent he uses when he
iransforms into Guano.
“I'm not sure if he flew over here on
his own power or not, but he's been
studying birds so long, he's taken on
some of their characteristics.” .’
- His legs have turned yellow, his nose

morphed mto a beak, feathers sprouted
on his college graduaﬁon garh.

“He looks like Big Bird going to grad
uation,” laughed Olson.

Professor Guano — whose first name
means “knowledge of birds” and last
name is another word for “droppings” —

will land in Larimer County this Satur-

day to teach residents about birds at the
Northern Colorade Birding  Fair.
Through his alter ego, Olson will teach
while entertaining, a method he says
-makes learning fun and malkes it stick.

“The reason I do it is it works,” he
said. “We remember long-term what we
feel”

Olson, through several different char
acters, has spread laughter and knowk
edge of the natural world to more than
2 million people in 49 states,

Another of his characters is Doc Wild,
a.hermit who grew up in the north
woods and gruffly teaches about wolves,
bears, spiders, snakes and bats.

The day before Professor Guano visits
Fossil Creek Open Space, Doc Wild will

SeE Birps, Pace B2

Special to the Reporter-Herald
Scouts and othiers participate in a previous Norther Colorado Birding Fair.

" Did you know?

@ A Clark's nutcracker an bury 35,000 to 80,000 seeds per year and remember exactly where zach seed s

located,
@ Every loonhasa shghtly dlfferent song that is as uniquely identifiable as a fi ngerprmt
. @ Eagles mate in the air as they dive and tumble downward together,

Hf Y@'u Go

: What Northern Colorado Birding Fair
When: 7 a.m. to3 p.m. Saturday; activities throughout the day, mcludmg gu:ded b:rd wallis at 7 and 7: 15
am.anda performance by Professor Avian Guano at 2 p.m.

Source: Naturalist Denny Olson

. Whera: Fossil Creek Reservoir Reglonal Open Space, on Carpenter Read northeast of Laveland, one mile west

ofthe Interstate 25 and Colorado 392 inferchange,
. Cost:Free, '
More information: A full schedute of events at www.larimer, org/naturalresnurces/bl rding_fair.htm.
© DocWild'sWorld .
What: Doc erd s World, a family pmgram featuring ohe of the humorous alter eges of naturalist Denny
Olson, . .
When: 7 p.m. Friday;
Whevra: Rocky Mountain National Park Beaver Meadaw Visitors Center.
-{ost; Fres :
More inforsmation: vyw. crittermansworld.com.

3¢ Professor Olson has spread knowledge to more than 2 million people in 49 states

From PaGe B1

teach about fourlegged crit- -

ters at Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park, using the same
mixture of hard fact and huo-

mor. He makes sure his in-
formation is backed with
science, then uses wit to
drive it home and often
finds his performance

changing with the flow.

“T surprise myself all the
time with the improv s
said Olson.

He admits his perform~
ances are filled with “crazi-
ness”

and “fun” but also

with facts that spread -his
love and appreciation of na-
ture.
Pamela Dickman can be reached at
669-5050, ext. 526, or
pdickman@reporter-herald.com




i By David Young
DavidYoung@coloradoan.com
Coyote Ridge Natural Area is a
well-worn trail located close to Fort
Collins and offering moderate climbs
with great views of the Front Range.
Located between Loveland and
Fort Collins about a mile south of the
Larimer County
Landfill on the west
side of County Road
19, or Taft Hill Road,
Coyote Ridge has a
small unpaved park-
ing lot that is free for
. bicycle riders, hikers  lafia
. and horse riders. David
| Therearenodogs  Young
allowed on this trail, Because of its
close proximity to Fort Collins, this
trailhead often fills on the weekends.
The ride takes you on a climb along
a ridge before dropping into a valley

to the west. The trail provides the
option to continue on to Blue Sky .
(www.coloradoan. com/xplore) where
you can connect to Devil's Backbone
Open Space or Indian Summer Loop.

prairie dogs, there are deer and rattle
snakes that frequent the area.
When I arrived at the trailhead,

al cars in the parking Iot and storm

that fall was in the air. As I started
down the dirt road, I figured I had a
50/50 chance of getting rained on.
Coyote Ridge starts off with a flat
dirt road approach with a couple Iitile
warm-up hills before dropping down

dirt singletrack trail to the left for rid-
ers where the ride really begins.
The trail traverses the ridge to the
north before cutting up the valley with
a gradual, slightly rocky climb. As you
. reach the first switchback, the trail
. gets alittle bit more steep and rocky.

By the third switchback, the trail is vir-

tually all rocks and gets even steeper.

top of the first ridge near 5,700 feet,
There is a bench that provides a nice
overlook of the mile trail that leads
here. To the west, there is a clear view
of what lies ahead in the valley — a

and ending in a loop up the next valley

Keep your eyes open for wildlife on
this trail. Aside from the abundance of

elevation 5,129 feet, there were sever-

clouds off in the distance. It was clear

to the base of the first big ridge. Here,
there is a small cabin, restrooms and a

Eventually, the trail levels out at the

ZTHEZCOLORADOAN, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2014

nice smooth dirt trail. To get there,

you must first descend the ridge.

The trail rides along the ridge for a
bit before dropping off the west side
in a series of steep sfair steps, In all
my years riding this trail, I have
never seen anyone ride up or down
this section. It is a sure dismount and
walk zone in my book.

Ornice back on smooth trail, you
switchback down the hillside into the
open valley. At this point, the trail
widens and flattens as it starts fo
ascend the next valley towards the
loop. There are a few technical sections
on this climb with some rocky areas.

Eventually, you encounter a fork in
the trail. This is the loop and can be
ridden either direction. I have ridden
it both ways and personally prefer
counterclockwise, but both are good.

On the far side of the loop, there is a

‘trail leading west with a metal signpost

marking the way to Blue Sky Trail.

If you have the time and energy,
this is a great way te extend the ride.
If you are just out for a sunset ride
after work, the loop is plenty.

This afternoon, the rainclouds were
dissipating so I opted to head on to
the Indian Summer Loop. The trail,
which tops out near 6,000 feet,
descends a series of smaller stair

‘steps and zigzags down to the valley

floor, You will want to go left at the
Blue Sky fork to get there.

Here, you are faced with the Indian
Sumumer Loop, the westernmost trail in
this area. It can be ridden both direc-
tions. Again, I recornmend counter-
clockwise, The packed dirt trail gradu-
ally winds up the mountain and offers
spectacular views in afl directions.

The sun was just starting to drop in
the sky this day and bathed the entire
scene in gold. -

At the top, the trail curves baclk
around and provides a fun, fast drop
down fo a road that connects to
Devil’'s Baclbone to the south or-back
to Blue Sky to the north.,

I headed back out the way I came.,
'The ride totaled 10.2 miles in just

“more than 2 ¥ hours. My maximum

elevation was 5,808 feet and the mini-
mum was 5,129 feet,

Coyote provides great riding
options close to Fort Collins for riders
looking for something a little more
advanced than Blue Sky Trail.

WWW,COLORADOAN.COM : 2

COYOTE RIDGE
NATURAL AREA

» Date ridden: Sept, 20, *

2011 -

» Distance: 11 miles
(roundtrip)

» Difficulty: Moderate
» Trail condition: Good

» Cost: Free

» Trail tunes: DJ Shadow &
SBTRKT '

» Post-ride brew: IPAs

» Video: www.coloradoan.
com/xplore

» Information: :
www.farimer.org/openlands/
os_coyote_ridge.htm
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Counties, towns receive lottery funds
By NCBR staff Looking fo
Share | a loan to buy
September 19, 2011 GﬁPItﬂl :
eptember - L 3
DENVER - Coun’ties, towns and speciat districts throughout Colorado Eqﬂlpment?
recelved $10.245 million from state lottery proceeds for the second )
quarter of 2011,

The guarterly Conservation Trust Fund payments were made by the
state's Department of Local Affairs to 466 countles, municipalities
and Title 32 special districts that provide park and recreation
services, on a per capita basis.

Funds can be spent on projects that involve the acquisition,
development and maintenance of new conservation sites and for
capital improvements and maintenance for recreational purposes on
public sites.

Cities, towns and districts within Larimer County received a total of
$604,233, with the majority of the funds going to the county itseif
and the cities of Fort Collins and Loveland.

Weld County received $85,631 of the total $515,828 provided, while
the Town of Windsor received $31,541. This was in addition to
$6,256 Windsor was granted through Larimer County.

"In these challenging economic times, the Conservation Trust Fund

supports recreational infrastructure and maintenance activities that .

might otherwise fall by the wayside without these dollars," said
DOLA Director Reeves Brown in announcing the awards, "We'ra
proud to administer these funds so that local governments can
realize their goals."

For more Daily news click here and look uinder 'Breaking News'
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Northern Colorado Birding Fair: Knowledge on the fly

Naturalist Denny Olson to teach with humor at weekend event

By Pamela Dickman Reporter-Herald Staff Writer
Loveland Reporter-Herald

Posted:00/24/2011 06:30:59 PMMDT

World renowned naturalist Denny Olson is only half joking when he says, "Anytime anybody calls you a birdbrain, that's a
compliment.” '

QOlsen - whose brain is filled with random facts about birds, who can imitate the songs of 200 birds and who loves to share
his knowledge -- considers himself a major birdbrain.

So is Professor Avian Guano -- one of the many characters Olson becomes when teaching about wildlife and nature.

“He's a German professor of arnithology," Olson says, slipping into the exaggerated German accent he uses when he
transforms into Guano.

“I'm not sure if he flew over here on his own power or not, but he's been studying birds so long, he's taken on some of thelir
characteristics."

His legs have turned yallow, his hose morphed into a beak, feathers sprouted on his college graduation garb.
"He looks like Big Bird going to graduation,” laughed Olson,

Professor Guano -- whose first name means "knowledge of birds" and last name is another word for "droppings" -- will land
in Larimer County this Saturday to teach residents about birds at the Northern Colorado Birding Falr. Through his alter ego,
Olson will teach while enfertaining, a method he says makes leaming fun and makes it stick.

“The reascn ! doitis it works," he said. "We remember long-term what we feel."

Clson, through several different characters, has spread laughter and knowledge of the natural world to more than 2 million
people in 49 states.

Another of his characters is Doc Wild, a hermitwho grew up in the north woods and gruffly teaches about wolves, bears,
spiders, shakes and bats.

The daybefore Professor Guano visits Fossil Creek Open Space, Doc Wild will teach about four-legged critters at Rocky
Mountain National Park, using the same mixture of hard fact and humor. He makes sure his information is backed with
science, then uses wit to drive it home and often finds his performance changing with the flow.

"I'surprise myseilf all the time with the improvstuff,” said Clson.

He admits his performances are filled with "craziness" and "fun” but also with facts that spread his love and appreciation of
nature,

Pamela Dickman can be reached at 669-5050, ext. 526, or pdickman@reporter-herald.com

Did you know?

¢ AClark's nutcracker can bury
35,000 to 80,000 seeds per year
~ and remember exaclly where

. each seed is located.

Everyfoon has a slightly different
. song thatis as uniquely




_ identifiable as a fingerprint,

Eagles mate in the air as they
dive and tumble downward
‘ together.

Source: Naturalist Denny Olsen
I You Go

;: What: Northem Colorado Birding
- Fair

When: 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
activities throughout the day
ncluding guided bird walks at7
m.and 7:15p.m.and a
erformance by Professor Avan
uano at12 p.m.

Where: Fossil Creek Resenvoir
egional Open Space, located
& on Carpenter Road one mile

- westofthe Interstate 25 and

. Colorado 392 interchange.

. Cost: Free.

More information: Afull
¢ schedule of events at
larimer.org/naturalresources/irding_fair.htm.

. What: Doc Wild's World, a family
. program featuring one of the

L humorous alter egos of naturalist
i DennyOlson,

When: 7 p.m. Friday.

_ What: Rocky Mountain National
Park, Beaver Meadow Visitors
Center.

Cost: Free

¢ More information:
¢ critermansworld.com.
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National Western, Stock Show !
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