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Summer in Berthoud 2010 ©* HERMIT PARK

High altitude
Hermit Park

By Bob McDonnell
The Surveyor

Cn May 23, 2008, the newest recre-
ational area in Larimer County, Hermit
Park Open Space Area, became available to
Iocal citizens,

The 1,362-acre park was owned hy
Hewlett-Packard until February 2007, and
was only available for use by emplovees
and their families, It is now managed by
the Larimer County Department of Natur:
al Hesources,

Making the open space something for
all te enjoy was a joint effort between
Larimer County, Agilent Technologies, Lhe
Town of Estes Park, Estes Valley Land
Trust, Estes Valley Recreation and Park
District, Great Outdoors Colorado, City of
Laveland, Erion Foundation, City of Fort
Colling, MeWhinney Foundation, Tawn of
Berthoud and private donors.

The new area is surrounded by the Roo-
sevelt National Forest, private land and
land protected by conscrvation easements,

, It is located approximately two miles
southeast of Estes Park on 1.5 Highway
36, At an clevation of TBA0-8564 feet, the
park offers a variety of amenities for those

interested in the outdoors. The open spaca
has a variety of topographic features in-
cluding open high meadow grasslands, wet-
land meadow deaws, rounded granite rock
outcraps and moderately steep forested
slopos.

It is not uncommon for visitors to spot
wildlife such as marmots, moose, alk, desr,
bohcata and an occasional bear has been
sighted. At times, the thin mountain air
containg hawks and golden cagles soaring
cverhead.

The sprawling park has great views of
the mountaing including Twin Sisters and
Longs Peak — and Kruger Rock that is on
the property

Campers miay choose from campsites for
tent pamping, basic cabing and spaces for
recreational vehiclea, Campzites aceommo-
date up to eight people for & maximum stay
af 14 nights.

With o many acres of land and nicely
spaced out camping areas, campers do not
feel like they are with a erowd, and can en-

joy the zolitude ol the area. Contributing

to this sense of peace and quiet is the fact
that cell phone service is spotty to non-ex-
istent. ;
The cabins offer bunk beds, propane
lighting and heat, picnic tables and fira
grates. Each building has a table with
benches, covered porch, propane cook
stove, and port-a-petty. Visitors must bring
their own linens or sleeping bags, cook-

NEW & USED
SPORTING GOODS &
FITNESS EQUIPMENT

“Trade In to Trade.up”

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
M-F 10:30 -7 » 5at. 9 - 6 # Son. 12 -

Berthoud’s best sportmg goods
store is actually in its suburbs.

oLAY IT AGAIN)

SIPOIRTS

LONGMONT
“We buy used everyday!”

ware and Orewood, Minimal wdter is avail-
able; fill your tank before arriving or bring
bottled water

Cabins may be reserved from May 1 un-
til Oct, 1. Reservations can he made online
at the county website or by calling A00-
a87-T784.

The park has s pavilion thal.-un EE re-:
served for special events, Trails for horse-
back riding, mountain biking B.ruﬂ hlkf‘nﬁ
Ara avﬂllat:'c There arg abogt ‘h:en;_ r,m les
of natural trail within thé park. The-"=
Homeland Meadows Trail system, an ap-
proximately 12-mile natural trail, is con-
nected to Hermit Park.

The park is open year-round, although
some arcas close depending on the season,
the weather and read conditions within the
park.,

Larimer County entrance permits and
camping permits are reguired and can be
purchased at the pate to the open space.
Annual permits are available at the en-
trance gatehouse and online at
www, larimer org/naturalresources,




HORGEBACK TRAILS ©* Summer in Berthoud 2010 ~

By Kathleen Donnelly
The Surveyar

Fvery summer I look forward to
riding my horses outside of the are-
na. As a horse professional that gives
lessons, trains, and shows horses |
know that one of the best things to
help my horse relax after a show is
going trail riding. Here are some of
my sumimer favorite trails near the
Berthoud area.

Coyote Ridge

1 like this trail especially during
the week when there is less traffic

-making it easy to park my trailes
There are no dogs allowed on this
trail. On the weekends this is a very
popular trail with hikers and motun-
tain bikers so make sure your horse
will not be spooked by a bicvelist or
hiker. However one of my favorite
memaories on this trail is a mountain
biker sharing hiz carrots with my
horse to help my horse overcome his
fear of the bicycles, There are no per-
mits required for this trailand it is a
good trail to start out on for a horse
that is out of shape. Do watch for

rattlesnakes as oncein a
while I have run across them
on this trail. Coyote Ridge is
located between Loveland
and Fort Collins on the west
gide of the road off of Wilson

in Loveland (Taft Hillin Fort |72

Colling),

Devils Backbone

Devils Backbone is another
excellent option however if you
want to ride the entire seven
miles then be aware there are
points where this trail can be-

come a little more challenging, I
have turned arcund at some. points with
younger horzes that may need more ex-
perience navigating trails. No permits
are required for this trail however dogs
are allowed on leashes. Make sure your
horse is not afraid of dogs or would kick
adog. If you think your horse may not
appreciate sharing the trail let the dog
ownet know and get off the trail giving
the hiker and dog space to get hy. You
may run into bieyelists and hikers along
this trail as well. This is also another
trail that I have come across rat--
tlesnakes. To get to Devils Backbone
turn onte Hidden Valley drive from

We help you raise the whele family - newbomn to grandparent.
New patients welcome, Make an appointment today!

Lyons

Niwot

west of the intersection of 34 and Wilson.
Get an early start as the parking lot can
fill up quickly.

Carter Lake

The Carter Lake area has two trails to
choose from. The Sundance Trail is ac-
cessed from the North Pines or South
Shore parking areas on the west side.
The Fawn Hollow Trail is located off of
County Road 31 at the Southeast
portion of the lake. [ have not personally
ridden on these trails although that may
change this summer I have heard

549 Mounmin Avenue, Berthoud
970.532.4644 or 303.651.5100

303 Main Streer, Lyons
303.823.6535 or 303.651.5326

6300 79th Sereet, Suice 102, Miwor
720.494.7100

HORSEBACK -crt on poge 22
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HORESEBACK TRAILE & Summer in Berthoud QOIO

HORSEBACK cont, from poge 20

through the horse grapevine that they
are fairly easy trails and can be a good
start to getting a horse in shape. Hiking,
mountain hiking, fishing accesses and
rock climbing are some of the other uses
fop these trails. [ would suggest checking
out the parking lots in a‘¢ar before bring-
inga trailer up, That way you know ifa
truck and trailer will be a good fit in the
parking lot. A permit is required

Dunraven

This is one of my personal all-time fa-
vorite rides, especially in the fall when
the leaves are changing color This is.a
beautiful trail, but needs a horse with &
little more trail riding experience as you
will encounter bridges, water crossings
and some rocky areas. However [ have
taken young horses to this area to get
them more experience. If this is the case
make sure you brmg a friend with an ex-
perienced horse to give vour horse confi-
dence, You are more likely to run scross
bears or mountain lions on this trail, so
be alert at all times and listen to your
horse if they get unseftled, Some trail
riders will put bells on their saddle to
help keep the wildlife away. Make sure
your horse is used to the bélls or any oth-
er equipment you want to bring along.

You may also run across hikers, dogs on
leashes, and mountain hikers. You can
access Tiding into Rocky Mountain Na-

" tional Park from this trail and will want

to check what permits may be required.
To get to the Dunraven Trailhead take
Highway 34 up through Big Thompson
Canyon. Turn off at Drake and go north-
west about s miles, Affer the brown
sign marking the Crogsier trailhead, turn
right onto CH 518 or the Dunraven
Glade Road, Go about two miles to the
parking area,

Tips for enjoyable trail riding

"+ Wear an approved safety helmet,
Newer helmets are lightweight and com-
fortable.

* Bring water for yourself and vour
horse, A trick I learned to bring water
for your harse is to save five gallon buck-
etz with lids, Put a garbage bag in the.
bucket and fill with water. Tie off the bag
with a twist tie and put the lid on. This is
& great way to transport water ‘mmou‘
spilling it

* Horses nead time to get in shape

Just like their human counterparts.

Work: up slowly with distance and diffi-
culty. Check with your farrier fo see if
your horss will need shoes for rocky
trails.

* Make sure all your paperwork is in
order especially if you are traveling a
long distance or out of state for a ride.
Colorado law requires a horse to have 5
current brand inspection if you are trav-
eling out of state or more than 75 miles.
You may also need s health certificate ar
coggins test depending on where vou are
going. Check with your veterinarian to
be sure.

* Make sure all your equipment is in
good condition. A trail ride-is not a good
place to discover stitching or leather has
gone bad. Also make sure vour saddle fits
your horse properly so that they do not
become zsore on the ride.

Above all have fun and enjoy your
horse this summer!

.___.__,IFC Coachmg

# 4| Extremely Affordable Rates

- + 100% Privacy Guaranteed
N ) i Genumez’y caring and
f‘"‘"d . compassionate coaching
- . to develop and enhance
. - your own wisdom and

strengths.

Heart & éoul LLc |

Rhonda Scott, MA,
6;_;"5 th Street s EJEF‘!Z"]DUC;
970.980. 93;55 _
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WE'RE HERE
TO HELP YOU

Lo fur expenented care teams provide expert medical and
comfort care for people in their last months of life, 24,7
stpport for families and caregivers, and help for anyane

'maurmng a loved one,

“We care for the whole person—physical, emotional,

Eﬁmprehensive services

| spiritual—tailoring our semces to your umque situation |

and wishes. e

Community care
A local non-profit since 1978, we serve anyone in our
community, regardless of insurance or financial status. |

v

PommmrLy Hoseicr oF Lanmves Cotnry:
Same AGENCY, NEW NAME, 5AME
COMMITMENT TO RXCRIN e

Pathwa}*s Hus

www.pathways-care.org | info®@
305 Carpenter Rd.; Fort Collins, CO

970.663.3500



Take a hike

(
Cﬂlﬂfﬁw

> Distance: 5.4 miles ore way

> Elevation range: 5,853 to 7,093 feet

= Difficulty: Moderate

> Trailhead: Lory State Park. From Fort Collins, go
nerth on Overtand Trail Road to Bingham Hill Road
{Larimer County Road S0E) in nerthwest Fort Collins,
Take the Bingham Hill Road west to County Road 3.
Turn left and go 1.4 miles 10 County Road 256, Take
a right on County Road 256G and drive 1.6 miles to
Loy State Park. Continue all the way south to the
last parking lot The Mill Creek Link Trail starts hera:
> Hours: Dawn to dusk daily

= Fee: 36 daily

= Pats: Yes, on leash

= Dpen to: Hiking, mountain biking and horse-

back riding

> Information: Lory State Park, (970) 493-1623
or visit hitp:fparks.state.co.us, or Horsetoath
Mountzin Open Space, (970) 679-4570 or

wwew larimerarginaturalresources

> Why go: This combo of trails makes for a good
hike ar ride in the relatively less crowded sections
of Harsetoath and Lary, The trail winds through
paonderasa pine forests, down gulches and around
interesting rock outcroppings. It offers spectacular
views east to Horsetooth Resarnvoir and west into
Redstone Canyon. It also serves as an alternative
route to the top of Harsetooth Rock where the
Westridge Trail meets the Hersetooth Rack Trail.
= More trails: See details of more trails at
www.coloradean.com/xplore

g

5,

e Trails

WHA T SECGO TNGRON

saturday

Cycling
Loveland Bicycle Club Ride
2 a.m., Fossil Creek Park, 5821 5, Lemay Ave., Fort

Callins. Thirty-five mile “Tour deFort” ride. Information:

1970 B&9-5RSS

Fart Collins Cycling Club

FREE 11 am, Spring Creek fire station, comer of
Spiing Park Drive and Mathews Street, Fort Colline,
Friendly, no-drop road bike rides of 20 to 60 miles.
Distances, destinations, expectad paces and stan
limes vary with the week, Information; www,
lecycleclub.org

Fort Collins Cycling Club

Spring Creek fire station, comer of Spring Park Drive
and Mathews Street, Fort Collins. Friandly, no-drop
road rides of 20 to 60 miles, Distances, destinations, ,
expected paces and start times vary with the week,
see anline for details. iInformation:

www. fooydeclub.org

Hiking

Red Mountain Open Space;

The Whole Enchilada

FREE 10 am, Red Mauntain Open Space, an hour
nerth of Fort Collins on Larimer County Road 23,
Explore the county’s newest open space and leamn the
mysteries of the ecotane. Registration is required
oniline, Information; {970) £79-4561 or

W lanmerorginaturalresources/registration

Historic Homesteads Hike

9 a.m., Hermit Park near Estes Park. Larimer County
Master Naturalists lead a trek through Homestead
Meadaws fo give you a taur of the remaining home
Heads and to share the history of the area. Cost: Fres,
but 316 entrance fee applies. Information: (970) 679
4581 o wwwilanimer.crginaturalresources

' may 30

Cycling

Loveland Bicycle Club Ride

Loveland Public Library, 300 M. Adams Ave, Medium-
paced Sunday show and go ride of 40-60 miles. Call
(970) 669-1316 or {370) 218-8665 for meeting time
and information. Infarmation; (370) 613-9012

€5U Oval Races

4-7 p.m., Colorado State University Oval, Fort Collins,
Track-sry?e events for single and multi-speed bikes for
all ages, plus adult categories for track bikes only.
Contact: tim@fevelodrome.org. Cost: Racers under 18
free {with adult); Adults $10; Spectatars free.
Information: {970} 484-3297 or vww. fovelo.org!

may 31

Running

Houska Houska 5K

9 a.m., Houska Automotive, 839 Biverside Ave., Fort
Collins, Cost is donaticns of $12 and more,
Information: www.houskaautomotive.com ar ek
482-0156

june 1

Cycling

Loveland Bicycle Club Ride

Kmart Loveland, 2665 W, Eisenhower Blvd., Loveland.
A 30-50 mile morming ride ata 13-15 mph pace. Call
for time and destination. Information: (970) 667-6957
Loveland Bicycle Club Ride

& p.m., Contact for venue information, A 10-25 mile
ride, For information, call (970) 663-3364 or o970
218-8665,

Fort Collins Cycling Club

| 345 pm., Mulligan's, 2439 5. College Ave,, Unit C, Fort
w | Collins. Meet in parking lot. No-drop road rides of 15

10.25 miles followed by food and refreshments at
Mulligan's. Beginner to advanced riders welcome,
Distances, paces and routes vary to match individuals,
Details online, Information: (970) 482-3554 o
www.mulliganspubfc com

june 3

Clubs and meetings

Loveland Bicycle Club Ride

5 p.m., Namagua Park, 852 Namagua Road, Loveland.
Rartlesnake/Pinewond Hill climb of approximately 20
miles. For mare information, call (970) 669-7596 or
{970) 227-8708,

june 4

Cycling

Road Bike 101 Ride

FREE & p.m., Peloton Cycles, 3027 E. Harmony
Road, Fort Collins. Intro bicycle ride of 18 to 24 miles
for beginner road bikers. Information: (970) 449-5595
or www.peloton-cycles.com

june 5

Running

Fire Hydrant 5K

7:30 a.m,, Edora Park, 1801 Riverside Ave,, Fort
Collins. Includes 5K runiwalk with or withaout pets plus
pet fair. Cost is $25-335. Information; www.iarimerhy-
mane.arg

Cycling

Ride de Rist

730 a.m., Masanville, in-cludes Rist Canyon Hill Climb, a
méad race of 28 miles with 2,800 feet of elevation gain
for competi-ters; Rist Canyon Citizens Road Ride far the
less seri-ous and US. Handeycling Championships. Costs
vary. Infermation: www feopelingfest.com

The Colaradean, Sunday, May 23, 2010

voew coloradnan comfenlinen !H_ME 5

£-232-20/0



i

o . T Al




i o g 50

3t 3o dipy 0} 3bse ay) papuaw

égﬁéguﬁuﬁﬂ .

uad() 3y ‘snioey Woansa patepos | .

~5p puie syjays ‘eame aweb pagmy e os
~[@ U2 [Fer) 3up 5 0F JUBM OLjM Si0)

-5iA 0 patiado oq [l eae 2yl o)

Buiag 200 SIBUBKSIII 3t ‘uoiw
ﬂﬁ.ﬂmﬂigﬁﬁza_ﬁaé
Uerd Jseil 31 UatA “sugi) 1iod Jo
15aM 10f Buryred jreaf A4 anjg pannid
~Luf Apau 3 g2 Bupped 1oy afiep
3pin sad of & sl 6] Jsanbas
€ 329U ¢ SRUORSSILILID) tanss] 3y

Eﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁg;
QIUBWAL
sﬁﬁ@ﬂaﬁ wooy

DUARYUT) SRUOISSUNLIT) UM

 fepsany “tre ﬂi_....__.

SPUOISIUT)
Kaumo) 4o pieog
Ko ouwer ogp ==

peayjien Ay anjg _.

Je bupped 1o} abietp

01 00| SIBUOISSIUNLIO)

A=

=

‘walnay Jeidopran uonepiod
-SURIL (UM s3jRY Ueas pue Buuueyd Juat
=1} UM RAPINg LY Al SIRGWAL pieog
o] yeads 03 pareys “suonenydde [eoRiwe)

PUBRRASE) YUON 31 Lo Saiu JRuidojasap

Joj pasprsuny Busg e jey) sbuep e
 ~aiod noge jyers Buiued s D at woy

uodal @ Jeay [im pueog A0Sy LOMARS
-U) PUBIRATT ) J0 SO anss] 1y
aLiol JauRual

. ﬁﬁsﬁsﬁhﬁﬁﬁma
mﬁpmaﬁu&ﬁs;ﬂ pa
 -oud o) moy apoap M SRUOKSIULG)

- SUn jemuapsa 0] 133} 005 Ueyl

~ osop $13— sajfu Buez o uog
- -ejowt w Bunessdo sem y 1ety Auna
.8t ge syedimunes sy o 1o pa
9 ﬁaﬂ@_ﬁ.ﬂﬁﬁsﬂs

U 0 5 1 ybinoy) ‘oy-Gy i) 15

* tpybiy 35 g1 18 Bunesado Aissuadsp
© euenfuetl EXpAL € ‘AUDIpapy 5 am
10w Buidofanap -y Joplo antawy

<B 0 uoneioi buiz e Gusprebiay

-~ Wnunsedap i puey s wol psanbay
B 2Rl [ SIORSILGY sanss] 3y

u&n.ﬁt
Jwﬁzﬁggiﬁ

WALET 005 &0

Saquuety) [puna) Ay pueRme) asRym

ueyd pueEA3]) oy

1noqe yje3 o} peog
Kiosinpy uomNLsu0)

“epuabe BUL ue e osE SOMDE U0 Re
=31 Oifey pUe Wnasn au) Wy syoday
Jatpo “qesodoud uadogaap Jop sisanbay

UMOUMOP Joj ss003d au pue qe wy auy
5| PASSTOSID 3q 0 05y 'UMOIWMOP Ut SKem
A3 2U) Anuap) o1 siayuoLL 3jPaD [im
K10 207 tpayme i Hew sepum mou pafond
Buttued £3jfe 3y} 1noqge suorssosp a1 ep
-uabe aup up fepsang uo Bunaaiw Ayiuous
sebal i Gulinp umojumop oy Buner
S9MS) U0 SAEP (RIS 163 [IiM ieog
SIINIRG [RIN|IT) PUERADT 3L anss] Y
0N SJRwUYAL

"y pour] N €05 Huajeaun

" sy puepno] asuM

 epseng wd g woup L e

PIEO] S
[BAMY) PUEAAT] SOUM

UMOJUMOp punose
sanss Je )oo| 0}
pieog sedlAlag [eamyjin)

JA0M Je Juswiuianoh Inoj



§303IN0sa.
[ESTTEL; B0 JaLIUE) MMM 10

195 H-629 (0£6) (uoneuLoul
“sa||dde aa) souenua yied 1ng
‘gal) 1507 BaE ey o oSy

Bl aleys 01 pUe spesisaLuoy
DuiLieas auy jo Jnog & nok and o)
SMOpeay pesjsaloy ybnoug yan
B pE3| SISIRINEU J3)se AjLnog
JULET e JWSaH “W'e &

iy

Speajsalloy JU0jsiH

uonegsifas
Jsaainosaljeineufio awue)
MM IO LSGE-549 (046)
'UCIBLLIOI| 8o painbal

Juana i Guguosap
80Ua)Les auo puE 1509 1a%aq
‘ssaippe Bujpnjow ‘vogedo|
‘laguuny auoyd pue alley
J0EjU0D € pnjouy aseald
"$Z508 07 'sullio] po4 “any
apisianiy Q0 L 0 jrew Ag

10 668/-v22 (0.46) 0} X&) kg
JBIEQUBIED,, J0 UoUUBLE BLY O}
S0 WO UBCDEM0NEEIEDURED
0} ajgss0d Se BaURADE U] 18y
se Bum Ul LoeULIOjU| puas
'PEpNI) Juaa nof aney o)

WioAa nok
SN puAs
‘LU0 UBOPEID|DT MMM 1B

OPRIOIG) LaLLON 0} sBulsi]
JUana 15| L 100 %08

op o} sbupy puiy
\J [@jun sajoyd
\r\r} puo smau

o ok BiDUg

F WO UEOPRIDIOI At

5| Logensifay auoiooa ay)

10 S8lESALL Bl Wea| pue adeds
uado jsamau s.Aunod sy aiojdxy
‘€2 ROy funog uo sulfio] w4 Jo
o moy Ue jnage ‘aseds wadp
UIEIUNOW paY "Wedl 3384
EPEJIYOUZ BjoUM SUL

:aoedg uad LIEWUNOY Pay
Bupiin

6.0 P10 MMM

10 £ 428-86F (046) LOQELLOL)
"SWUEPILS §$ '8S 1509 wd 4

1B U0SSa] 8814 “JBULDIY QBT UIM
yiepopealy £q papisosd sisniu
AN "SOUBQ [BUDIIPEL| JO SpPUBLY

At PBISOH 'SUIIOD HO4 “any
sed MO 665 | 09Il gnig wd g
aoueq eguon

saoueg

W0 SHO0G

FENIUaIPIo MMM 10 BeE -TER
(DZ6) uonBwIo Auad Ag
adeasy ayenbypes s epued,
PUE Ujjyasy Agq ,sajaualy)
SUDISMO|E,, S pUeng auy)

j0 Buifueys,, 10 LaSsNasIQ
"Aliag sijfud pue ujyay pag
sIolpnE Ynpe Gunok ypsm Guiubis
B SUN0T 04 RS IUEM 82
'BH00E BEN0YUIL PO 'UoeN 33Hd

v

Spry 10§ Syoog asnjey jo
sioyny Ag Bujubig jeng
G589-699 (046} UOHBWIOM)

‘3l W048p N0 |, S 3y
-Auiy L ssuliog po4 “any fewan
'S 128G "Wed yeau]) 1SS0 "We g
apiy qn ajokaig puejaac
shugaaw pue sgnj)

wioo yiedainidinosnbBundeyo
M 10 0208~ 19 (0£6)
[LOHBULLOMN AR 10 BLIBL) B
Lo pasnao) Joigxe aundinas
HUOIS SMABALUIF "DUEIAADT 'FE
AemUBIH, ‘ST pue G2 Bjelsiall)|
"BLEUET B WEg aimdinog

uonensibaysasinosayeinyey, B0 sEwie) MMM S0 [95F-6/9 (046) UDGELLIDN) aujua painbal
51 unfeagsifay 'BU0003 ay) Jo sauaisi aiy wes) pue adeds uado 1samau 5,AuUnod sy Ao)dd "E2
peoy Aunog Lo SUIHog Hod Jo Lol Jnoy e jnoge ‘aseds wad( uielunow pay ‘fepol we gL 3344

epejjyoul sjoyp eyl soeds uadg ujejunoly pay

Kt Uopriojo uasureEIay o

=y

nundeyy "we || JIH4
JAiwed jo

anjaadsiad UBILYY Uy —
BU0}S Ul SaL)S,, :nBundeyn

sy

LD SHIBLIPUER|BIPNOT MMM

10 ££60- 127 (DLE) ‘volEwwo]ul
‘slaped soe| sbepun Auap)
tlay sipued anaidia) sauos
-$8098 U S355a1D LRIPIEMPY
pug LELIOIOIA SjRI00ED UL

S80E| spELEULoE fes pue
apeLupuRy ayemgu o sa|dwexs
Buurngea) ygiyxs |Biadg suled
104 “ahy UIRIUNOW ‘M B2E
‘asnoy ey wed -1 3344
«OUE] J0 SDUBWIOY By,

WO SUYRLYOIDOYISIST) MMM
10.68%- 16% (026] -uoewwo|
‘suonoayed Aayoed opeIpjog JUED
-yiuiis sauo apisBuoje “fynoey Ag
popad seak-gp e Buunp paunboe
sageid Jo pasudwos ‘uogaeos
DBujyoesy Aaylod s fysiamun ajes
OfEIGO0 SASEIMOIS "SuIjad W04
15 UojbuiEY 0P| 'SHY 8U Joj
Jajuag Ausianun "We L[| 3384
wSU0GI9]0] OpeIn|O])

woyy Aejg Ul SUOHELEA
'supjssandxg onse(3,
Bio-degpa s 10

04L01-¥22 1046) uoRBWIO|
“spjoufay ¥ooid fq uomgiyxa
0jo8 W SUjaD Ho4 any abiglo]
N 00p ‘fydeiBojoyd Wy sul 10}
Jguag ay) wrd £ 0} WE gL
+BPIUY ‘JaaMg Wb,

SN 0T AUBBAD| 12 MMM 1D (EPZ
-296 (0.L6) uoneuLo) Jajued
[Bnkl winasniu &l Ag sBunued
J0 IKT ‘puRfanaT “any UjooulT
‘N EOS 'ajEgaUnasnyy pugiang
“Wwdp ol WeQL 3344

«9BI5 [UOj3puad Juay,
SHqIyxa Wy

Avdol

0102 '62 ABW 'AEPITIES ‘UBOPEIOW] BUL ‘0D



Ran

on

“du

For county open lands officials, there

is no such thing as a typical workday

By Paviera Dickman
HerorTER-HERALD STAFE WirTER

BIG THOMPSON CANYON — Rain steadily
fell throughowt Larimer County's parks and
open lands Saturday, wming a typically busy
day into a search for high water,

For steve Gibson and the county’s 30 other
rngers, weekends are usually filled with
boaters, hikers, picnickers and the like enjoy-
ing the wees, wildlife, rivers and reservoirs that
Lanimer County has 1o offer.

Bt when the temperatures dipped and the
rain fell, only a few brave souls were out and
about as Gibson patrolled — a job that keeps
him and his colleagues busy year-round.

For rangers, there really is no typical day.

) . i “It's ex-
tremely di-
verse," said
[an Rieves,
visitor ser-
vices man-
ager and a
commis-
sioned
ranger. "It
could be
helping a
single mom
putupa
tent o
helping a boater whose boat is broken down.”

Rangers also pauol the wails on foot (about
10 mlles per shift) and the reservoirs on boat,

ibson chats with a fisherman after
1ecking his license Saturday afternoon
n the Thompson River,

provide first aid and talk with campers and
hikers about preserving the land. They also
mend fences,
literally, and
mend dis-
putes. After all,
ATEUITIENTS
can brew in
nature too.

“Any prob-
lem you could
have in your
neighborhood,
vou could
have herg,"
Rieves said.

Thagis why
12 of the
county’s
rangers, in-
cluding
Rieves, are state certified officers. That means
they are fully mained just like city police offi-
cers and county deputies.

They arrest drunken drivers, “drunken
boaters and others committing crimes.

They investigate motor vehicle accidents.

But those account for only 0.1 percent of the
contacts rangers have with the public.

In most cases, they are helping out with a
medical incident, simply visiting with hikers,
protecting the natural resources or checking
fishing licenses,

Gibson chedks out a downed sign at
the entrance of Sleepy Hollow.

SEE Rancens, Pace Bs

i
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Feporter-Herah! phiotos/CHAD SPANGER
Larimer County Open Space Ranger Steve Gibson fills out a duty log after chedking on the trailhead at Devil's
Backbane in Loveland on Saturday aftemoon.




| RANGERS: Nat

FroMm Pace B

Windsor  resident  Mike
ggmmﬁekl ‘was delighted to
ig his fishing license out of
his wallet with fingers so cold
from river water they were al-
| most cumsy,
| "Thanks for checking”
Greenfield said. "It makes it
worth paying for."

After-a few minutes of chit-
chat about the trout he
caught and released in the
Big Thompson River at Sleepy
Hollow Park that miny Satur-

his rod and Gibson returned
to patrol. 5

The ranger's day included
checking the bathrooms at
| tmilheads, closing doors to
prevent bears from entering,
stocking - brochures and. - re-
peatedly  checking = parks
' -along the Big Thompson and
Poudre Rivers, The winding
waters flowed high and fast,

&0 Gihennand_athar: reneero

day, Greenfield retumed to

edrnamad..

T —

o eog e v ey
the: {5 :
e g
€20 grve time to help the rangers

the Degartment of Natual Re- b
. Training b5 set 6 pm. to. 9 pm.
Aug. 3 and Aug, 5 and 9 am. to

foes — hike s and vt paks.

and open spaces to offer informa-
ﬁmﬂleammhedﬂmmdm
1o the mngers. '
The county has 12 fulltime

and if water had poured over
the banks.

On other recent shifts, Gib-
son had been called on o
herd cartle back ingo a fenced
area — humorous and chal-

ing — and to search
canals for a woman who

.  comtacting O Cullins at 6794552 or
. fangers and adds another 191n the  caulinsBiar S

 Volunteer rnger assistants will -~
teive 20 houss of training in (PR,
ecology and other subjects and are
asked to volunteer the same number
of hours. In retum), they receive a

free: parks pass and 3 chane to give
back to the community and the land

2 pm. Aug. 7 and Aug. 9, Appli-
tions are due July 16,
More information is available by

of the US. Civil War when
President Abraham Tincoln
nuned over the Yosemite Val-
ley and groves of giant se-
quoia trees 1o California to
preserve. Two years later, in
1866, those in charge of con-
servation appointed Galen

e hrifia. e T ek e Ll o et T T L

re lovers dedicated to preserving the land

and keeping the peace.

Neady 150 vyears later,
rangers still are doing so on
the county, state and national
level all across America,
larimer County's ranger
program dates to the late
1970s or eary 1980s — more
than 20 years after the De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources was formed.

The individuals who. per-
form this task now are am-
bassadors, maps, preserva-
tionists, medics and cops,
when they are called to be,

But first and foremost, they

- are nature lovers, dedicated to

saving our natural wonders,

“The ideals behind it are
trying to preserve a piece of
our land for future genera-
tions;” Gibson said. “T know
that sounds cheesy, but it re-
ally is pushing us along.”

He paused along the Big
Thompson River, breathed
the fresh, clean air and ges-

R i i SeTE SR LI S
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o LT Anhual pass $450 o
.+ Arapaho Natlonal Recreation Area:
| Vehicle per day: §5
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.Mt. E\I'I-l'll..
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County survey says voters want more open space

The results
By John Fryar SR

& 2000 Longmont Times-Call What image comes to mind when
you think of Boulder County?

BOULDER — Boulder County government should be preserving mere open
spawe, according o two-thirds of the people questioned ina county-
commissioned poll this spring.

=28 percent; outdoors and open
SPATE
* 20 percant: the Flatirons, mouniains
ar other geological features
Bt in last vear'selection, 32 percent of Boulder Cownty voters said no 1o g * 5 parcant: the county’s small-tawn

i y 2 : i Ay * ar rural characier
I.'IIII'IFI\.‘.IH.'il tovextend one of the COUNDY- s exislng Open space sales tanes,

What justifies the closure of apen

Boulder County conumissinners are expected o decide by late JTuly whether space?

they |1 put another sales tax question in front of voters in November,

= 90 percent: protecting wikdhife during

A April public-opimion survey. reviewed by jhe commissieners last month cerain timeas of the year
and by the county s Parks and Open Space Advisory Comminee on Thursday + B percent: preserving cerfain
night, broached that question. sansitive wildlife areas

+ 78 percent: keaping the public off
lards leased to farmars

CF the 603 people who participated in the telephonre survey, 73 percent said = Bt percBnl: waiting two or threa
they voted in November's clection. However, only 44 percent ot those whao years for the greation a plan for
recalled casting ballots in the 2008 election said they'd voted for the county's I.n;aﬁag::‘{“;m& llaﬂﬁil A
proposed Open space s eatension. the:lpl?fi-:uli‘c i:;.:fegzl{ Eﬂ?gﬁ?ﬁﬁ:w =

Bul regavdless of whether — or how — they voted last year, 79 percent of Rate the importance of ways

those polled in April said they approve of Boulder County’s open space Boulder County now uses its open
program, space lands,

Sisty-seven pereent said they sgreed with astatement posed by pollsters; that * 92 parcent: to preserve wildlife
“Boulder County eovernment should be preserving additional open space habitat : ;

tirene." * 86 percent; to provide trails

+ 81 parcant; to craate buffars of
updeveloped land between cities and
And 6l percent said they disagreed that " Boulder County hus gone so far in CoMmmunities

terms of protecting the environment and preserving open space that itis hurting ;' ’;‘?1 F;'ercelg'!:, l:-’ kleel:' Ifafrr:dand ranch
the logal econemy.” and from being develope

What open space aclivities are

Further; 66 percent agreed that “Open spage presecvation benetits our local personally important to you?

ceenomy.”

g - = 95 percent. anjoying nature
Parks and Qpen Space director Ron Steveart presented the poll’s findingson g | =89 percant: hiking

variely of gpen space issues to the county’s open space advisory panel « 78 paroent; pronicking
Thursday. He said the survey “gves. 1 think, o pood perspective on what the * &6 percent: walking dogs

i e o A T « &1 peroent: mountain biking
eeneral public in Boulder County feels about open space. « 55 parcent: lishing

« 42 pergent: horseback riding

Boulder County now oversees more Uuan 93,000 aeres of open space. OF that
et the county @ the owner or co-owner of more than 39,000 zeres. And it holds or shares conservation easements
Himiting development om more than 34000 acres of property that remain in private ownership.

http:/fwww . timescall.com/print.asp?1D=22536 6/28/2010
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T&]merﬁnikﬁﬁmtrnnd.ﬁmtagy Tne. interviewed voters about open space issues in ﬂm April 19-27 relephone.
survey. The Boulder-based finm divided its 603-person sample in half to probe vaters' opinions about two patential
open space ballot questions. The results;

When 300 of the people surveyed were asked about extending collections of the existin gl'}?é percent sales tax beyond
2014 and selling honds to makts more apen space purchases, 48 percent said they’d vote in faver of such a proposal.

When the other 303 people were polled about the possibility of a new 0.1 percent county open space sales tax for the
next 15 yvears. 63 percent said the;.r‘d vote for it.

Stewart said that even though it may seem “kind of counterintuitive,” the April survey showed that “passing a new tax
is a ot more popular than extending the old tax™ that's set to expire in 2019,

Stewart suggested voters may not understand, or aren't eonvinced, that almost all of the next 91/2 years of the county's
collections of the existing (.25 pereent sales tax already are committed.

Officials have said current open space tax sevenues will be tied up by such obligations as repaying open space bonds
the county issued to finance some of its past open space purchases.

John Fryar can be reached at 303-684-521 1 or jfryar@times-call.com.

http:/fwww.timescall.com/print.asp?ID=22536 6/28/2010




