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OUR VIEW
Big Thompson
River deal a true
win-win scenario

County protects public access
while respecting private property

Larimer County officials have negotiated
a successful compromise that will allow
fishing access to the Big Thompson River
while respecting the rights of property
OWTIETS.

At issue was an 800-foot section of the
river near the Hayden Subdivision, an area
popular with fishers, picnickers and day-
trippers. The series of deals put together by
the county will allow public access to both
sides of the river in that area, without tres-
passing on adjacent private property.

“] think this project is a good model to
use in other parts of the canyon,” said Gary

Buffington, director of the county’s
Department of Natural Resources. “This is
a ... win-win for public and private inter-
ests.”

The challenge was created as the county
tried to deal with 153 river parcels it
acquired following the 1976 Big Thompson
Canyon flood. The county has been selling
off the properties, and property owners in.
the Hayden Subdivision wanted to buy
flood parcels adjacent to their land.

That concerned fishers, who wanted to
maintain public access to the river. The
county accomplished that goal through a
series of deals that let the county maintain
ownership of the river shore in the area,
along with two parcels that allowed access
across the river.

“People will be able to walk to the river,
step in and fish, and get out on the other
side.” Buffington said. “They’ll be able to
step in and out of the water without worry-
ing about trespassing.”

Through careful negotiation, the county
was able to protect public access to a local
treasure while respecting private property
rights. That is indeed a win-win scenario,

Thursday Reporter-Herald * Aoeit 15, 2070

%
County will provide traini
for volunteer positions o

The Larimer Coun i
Namm{ Resources 1.*.|1Et:.rlr ﬁgfﬂ:&:ﬁ;;i
naturalist training beginning in late Aprilr

Volunteer naturalists give public edu-
cation programs on topics that include
conservation, wildlife, biology and agri-
i Toe S ook e

: ng will include clas
sessions and field days during ﬁuﬂg&;i{:'g
week and on weekends from late April
through early June, for a total of 11 days.

: The Larimer County forester also is
fut:-hng for two volunteers, One will per-
}::uirm administrative assistant duties on
Mondays in May and June only, spend-
ing four hiours answering phones, taking
messages and relaying information 1o

Sort yard volunteers are need
Ial thelﬂmw- Prairie Sort YarrlEd ﬂﬂgﬁ
IunE 26. Sart yards provide landowners 5
Ocation (o drop off beetle-kill trees and
to get information on pine beetles, Vol-
unteers will help to unload logs and ro-
vide customer service. Training wi]Fhe
provided by the county forester.
Eﬂlfﬂr details on any of the volunteer of-
ings, contact CJ Cullins, volunteer
Program coordinator, ar £79-4552 ;
coullins@larimer.org, -

— Reporter-Herald staff
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: enjoy i

: nn.;Wlth a pat}t:lraji‘stnied “Hey K]LJ;;1rlr ¥

:‘Sg s of Spring” walk and the annual
p%‘l]] ng into Archaeology” event

o tESE more fucused‘ on the coming vear
€ € new season will get the chance t:]

learn more al
. ‘ yout I_h_e thﬂ'ﬂ'] . ST
get situation this week. difriers hud-

S ]

1 nS pring has arrived, and are '
1 : l, >d I —

g O l S dents will get a chance to o

SATURDAY R - e = ;i
Hike to focus on ‘Signs of Spring’ - -

tarimer County Parks and Open
spaces will offer a naturalist-led “Hey
Kids! Signs of Spring” walk at 3 a.m. Sat-
urday, to look at new signs of spring at
Devil's Backhone Open Space, off U5,
14 pn Hidden Valley Drive.

participants should dress appropriate-
by for the weather and bring water for
the trail.

[he program is for ages 4-11 and a
parent of guardian must accompany
children, It is free and no registration is
reguired.

For details, call Bob at 679-4561 or
visil wawwlarimerorg/naturaltesources,

[ PO TP PRPRS Fr R S

The Blue Sky Trail winds i | .. .
: its way through Lari Reporter Hera
ty near the Devil's Backbone we:ty of lgmh iL::.;‘n er County Open Space on the ’"d?;‘" E’L'T;Tﬂr;:;:ﬁ
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No reason
to be scared
once you know
the R the facts
a t e about snakes

* They are equipped with natural night vision.
* They are born with the chemical equivalent of a homing device.
* They could be the key to a breakthrough in breast cancer research.

No, we're not talking about super- But contrary to what many people “Venom is kind of like their shopping
scientists, but the prairie rattlesnake. think, the rattlesnake is not itching to cart,” said Novak.

The poisonous snake with its menac-  bite people. "It's the way they collect their food. ...
ing coil and diabolical-sounding rattle is It will strike if it feels threatened, but if The snake really has no interest in wast-
actually an integral part of the ecosys- people back away and show the snake  ing its venom on us. It takes a hugc
tem and a possible medical break- they are no danger, it will likely slither amount of energy to produce more."
through, on its way, Added Steve Mackessy, a professor and

These snakes live throughout Colorado  Rattlesnakes are cold-blooded carni-  researcher who s specializes in snakes: “In
including in open spaces in Larimer vores that need their venom to hunt and  Colorado the risk of being struck by
County. to eat, explained Rob Novak, Larimer lightning, in matters of magnitude, is a

Once the snakes come out of hibérma-  County Department of Natural Re- hundred times greater than being bitten
tion this month or next, hikers may spot sources education specialist. by a rattlesnake. For that matter, being
them at the Devil's Backbone or Red The venom immobilizes their prey and stung by a bee and having complications
Mountain Open Space. helps them digest their food, he said. 18 more common,”

q The venom of poisonous snakes, induding
What is so cool zpmmmummmnm
7 proteins and peptides used in medical re-
about rattlesnakes? mmg‘“ﬂ,ﬂmﬂﬂm'
«trol blood pressure. pment dots.
Researcher and professor Steve Madnessyfsmargk at — and showing

mmmmmm \

l Two m ﬂieﬁmﬂﬂm.)‘ 2
vievﬂng Hmhr?' g e
ﬂhw them to H‘%ﬂ in . *ﬁf«ﬁ

ntnmm‘—- I:mstmm

o by
JEFF STAHLA

ful birds of prey mmam;_

" Male rattiesnakes will
owis and other faptors. s il 25 : _ ] engage in “a glorified
AT : ) shaving match” for the
Rattlesnakes hibemate together The majority of rattle- A rattlesnake’s forked attention of a female. During
deep enough below ground to stay snake bite victims are tongue will detect mating season, the males will cawl
warm. These hibemaculums can white men ages 18 to 30 chemical smells and belly to belly straight up, to at least
have as many as 100 snakes in the winter, whao are most often tastes, allowing them half their height, and try to push
although ones of that scale are becoming handling the snake and under to know where prey is with the other down. The winner gets

more rare as people kill off the snakes, the influence of alcohol, a great deal of predsion. the girl, and the loser slinks away.




