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Nature's

visitors
‘welcome

Red Mountain Open
Space reopens today ll

By PAMELA DICKMAN
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As long as the weather cooperates, Red |
Mountain Open Space will open today. |
Larimer County's newest pre
property opened for the first ime last |
June 27, !
Between then and Dec. 1, when it
closed to give wildlife a break over the |
,winter, 6,031 peaple visited the rolling
prairies, red rocks and green vistas. ,

“Red Mountain Open Space is a re- |
mote property,” said Travis Rollins, open
space operations manager j

““It's a backcountry experience. We |

were pleased with the number of visitors !
that made the drive from Fort Collins, |
Loveland and elsewhere.”

Red Mountain is located 25 miles |
north of Fort Collins and stretches to the |
Wyoming border. It connects on the east
with Soapstone Prairie, a natural area
the city of Fort Collins opened last sum- ‘
mer in cooperation with the county. :

Together, the open spaces are part of
the larger Laramie Foothills Mountains |
to Plains project that protects 55,000 |
acres from development. Much of that is
private land and not open to the public. |

However, Soapstone Prairie and Red
Mountain are open and offer residents a |
chance to see landscapes that had been |
closed for many decades.

Last summer, the two natural areas |
boasted 28 total miles of connected |

This fall and winter, Larimer County |
crews built another 2.5-mile trail to con- |
nect two existing routes,

Rollins said he expects more and more |
people to visit the arca as word of the |
“magnificent” landscape spreads. |

*Pretty much anyong who comes once |
will come again,” said Rollins. “It's'a |
beautiful property.” ' |

|

Lf f;u Gui fbms: e

el

|
. What: Red Mountain Open Space il opento |
* the public fo s second season today, wegther . |
" When: Dawn to dusk, seven days aweek, |
1 through Navember, The open space dases De-. -
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| Fadlities: Bathrooms and picric shefters at the- !
et . e
. Trails: More than 30 miles between Red 0
hiﬂuntamand the adjacent Soapstone Prairie, al-

50 opening today.

i .:%'emﬁtkalhnd:ﬁ_ﬂsmnmdatg hikers,
. mountain bikers and horseback riders. Dogs are |
. ON THE NET: For directions, regulations and
trail maps: www.coJarimer co.s/naturalre-
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pace, gper-
at:ad by, Larimer County,
opened for the first time last
sumnmrandbc:-daymwﬂl mark
their opening for the spring,
- summer and fall season,
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Soap-

said Zoe trails. |

tm]l}r some trails could
be closed because of the win-
ter conditions but not
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Large ice patches cover
‘some of the trails, and the
mtywantumpmvantpeople
from whiking around the ice
creating  social
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. changed | a
Whyman

the Salt Lick Trail, which
adds 2.5 miles to the existing

 10-mile trail system, Rollins
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expected numbers,” said
Travis Rollins, open space
operations manager for
Larimer County. “We were
also surprised at the eques-
trian use. There were a very
high' number of horseback
riders on the property. Its a

wonderful horse ride.”
. When those peopls return
in 2010, faw thmgB will have
i f Ernapnmna
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 crews at Red Mountain Open
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plans to eventually open the
entire Big Hole 1 tothe
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Colorado, but Cheyenne has '- :

Cheyenne's managament
plan for Big Hole, approved by
the city in 2008, calls for a new
trail systern to tie into the Red
Mountain  and Snapatnne
Prairie  trail system in

no source of funding for the
trail-building  project, said
Matt Ashby, ﬂhﬁyma?a plan-
ning services director,

“So, at this point, that- plﬂn
is in & holding pattern proba-
bly until the turns . |-

around,” he said, 2

Cheyenne officials are con- |
sidering a Big Hole open house, |
which mﬂ’f ‘include guided |
tours, but Ashby said no details |
have been worked out.

Public guided" h:m of Big
Hole are available by special
arrangement, but even those

“Iﬂatarﬂar,mhaﬂpmvﬂad

due to budget constraints”
Both Suapsta

nmgmday
- Educational pr:;gmma at
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_ closed. Check both areas’ Web
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dating hikers, mountain bik-

- -araauﬂhursaa he said, i

RadMﬂuummDpenSpnm
connerts. to the city of
Cheyenne’s Big Hole, an

| open space just across ﬂlﬂ
| 'Wycmmg line not yet open to

e Ch

Cheyenne Rim Trail

briefly arcs across the state

line from Red Mountain |

(pen Space, providing the

‘IJ-IHIF public access to the Big
ole.

“The Big Hole, geologically,
drops off several thousand
feet from the plaing into this
wonderful dranage” Rollins
said. “Right at that point, you
change from' the prairie sys- |
tem to the beginning of the-
foothills™ |

See SOAPSTONE/Page A2
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Lick Trail, which adds 2.5
miles to the existing 10Cmile
: L4 h‘ﬂ:lB}."stem,Ru]]mssalﬂ.

i The Salt Lick Trail is a mul-
tlplﬂ-uﬁe trail, accommodating
hikers, mountain bikers and
horsea, he said, :
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Both Soapstone Prairie
Natural Area and Red
Meountain Open Space will be
open sunset to sunrise begin-
ning today,
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Volunteers make difference at -
county parks and open lands

BY KEVIN DUGGAN
KevinDuggan@
colorgdoan.com

Volunteers continue to pay
off in a big way for the
Larimer County Department
of Natural Resources.

Last yoar, voluntesrs con-
tributed about 51,000 hours
of labor to county parks and
open lands, translating to
about $1.2 million in staff
time, Kerri Rollins, interim
manager of the open lands
program, told the county
commissioners Monday,

The volunteer program
has undergone revisions in
the last year through a
strategic planning process.
The aim was to make sure
volunteers had meaningful
tasks to perform that met the
needs of a park or open lands
areg Mmanagers.

Officials wanted to get
| away from & model of “the
tai Lwagging the dog,” Rolling
gaid,

“We wanted to make sure
the needs of the volunteers
| aren’t driving the depart-
ment,” Rolling said. “We
want to make sure there is a
comnection there”

The results have been pos-
itive for volunteers and stafl

‘I think we’ve
_been able to do
that. Our feet are

'UEW ﬁ-rm.,,
underneath us,
- Wwehave a
volunteer :
work force that -
is strong behind
us,and
‘management is
supporting the
~ initiatives we are
- stepping into.”
CJd Cullins,
yoluntear
coordinator

members who need help
with a vanety of tasks, she
said, :

Many local servica groups
and hundreds of residents
offer their services to parks
and open lands every year,
said CJ Cullins; volunteer
coordinator,

By the numbers ~ teertme -

- Volunteers with Larimer > $1.2 million — financial
County Department of Natural . equivalent of vglunteer time.
>Hore than 400 — volu- ~ WwW.arimerora/natural

teers who gave time in 2009

> 51,000 — houirs of volun-
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Moure emphasis has been
put toward educating and
training volunteers as well as
staff members; she said.

There's more to showing

appreciation than providing
food at orientation events,
she said;

In an interview, Cullins
gaid her goal in taking on the
volunteer coordinator job last
year was to “stabilize” the

- volunteer program and make

1t more effective,

“I think we've been ahble to
do that” she said. “Our feet
are very firm underneath us,
we' have a voluntesr warle
force that is strong behind us
and management is support-
ing the initiatives: we are
stepping into,"

Volunteers are always wel-

come, Cullins said, especially
those who are interested spe-

g e

resources or call (970) 679
£ 2 e o 2

e e

cific areas. Examples include
‘scouts” for mountain pine
beetls  and invasive weeds,
park ranger assistants and
photographers,

Funding for the volunteer

program’s operations has

gone from 513,000 in 2007 to
59,000 for this year, Rollins
told the commnissioners,

“We are just doing more
with less within the depart-
ment especially with our edu-
cation and volunteer pro-
gram and [ still think we are
being very effective 0 what
we do,” she said;

Commissioner Lew Gaiter,
who has volunteered for
many years as a ski patrol
member at Loveland Ski
Area; said appreciating vol-
unfeers and understandi
their value should be part of
the organization’s mindset.

e I o AL

e







FUATLIE & FTIWres e i n s

Kathleen Duti: opinlon editer, editorial board chalnvomen
Communlty members: Rob Senn, Bahamian Foundation
Karen Weitkunat, former Fort Caflins City Council mamber
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Volunteers give
big gift to parks,
public lands

County employees refocus efforts
to increase impact

Talk about making a difference in your
community — more than 400 volunteers
gave 51,000 hours of service to Larimer
County’s parks and open lands in 2009.

That's the equivalent of about $1.2 mil-
lion in donated services. rw e

The Larimer County  ~ Woluniger ”5
Department of Natural If you're interested In j :
Resources made some  volunteeringfor
changes in its program Rel:g
last year to make sure iR I'aﬁrn!ré'ﬁr':}a?;;q
the volunteer time was | natiral resoircas or.
being used effectively. call (970} 6794552
The idea was tomake ' Lt s |
sure that volunteers ] ; 1
were being used to perform work that met |
the needs of park or open lands managers.

“We wanted to make sure the needs of
the volunteers aren’t driving the depart-
ment. We want to make sure there is a
connection there,” Kerri Rollins, interim
manager of the open-lands program, told |
the county commissioners Monday.

That's an approach that should serve as
a model for other government programs
that rely on volunteers. It adds more mean- ||
ing to the volunteers’ efforts. |

Congratulations to the individuals and
service organizations who donated so much
time to make county parks and open lands
a special treasure for our community. And
congratulations to the county employees
who helped refocus the program to give it
more impact.
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