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Artists
gives
county
color

BY KEVIN DUGGAN

For Loveland Connection

Diane Findley loves to
have fun.

Her natural exuberance
carries gver to her art work,
especially when she paints a
portrait or landzcape.

Her paintings explode with
bold colors and familiar set-
tings are transformed with
natural shapes and hues giv-
ing way Lo artistic license.

“For me, painting is just a
wild thing,” Findley said.
“Ti's almost out of control.”

Findley i= the visual artist
of the year for the Larimer
County Open Lands
Program.

The desigration gave her
guided access to all of the
program's properties with
the understanding she
would produce a piece of art
and donate it to the county.

But Findley, who is profific
and works fast, produced 12
landseape paintings of
seenes from several loca-
tigns, including Hed
Mountain Open Space,
which is north-of Fort
Colling, and the Devil’s
Backbone Open Space west
of Loveland.

Findley zaid she was
thrilled to receive the desig-
nation and felt highly moti-
vated to “lkack out the jams”

“Plus, in painting, one
thing leads to another,” she
anid. “Once I got going 1 just
wanted to do more.”

With so many pieces to
choose from, residents were
invited to vote on which
painting should be donated
to the county and hung in
the county courthouse.

Balloting was conducted
online and at a show at
Cache Bank and Trust in
downtown Fort Collins,

The winner with 581 votes
was “The Poudre,” which

VWednesday, November 11, 2009 = 7

ﬁ

Rich Abrahamson For Loveland Connection

Artist Diane Findley is the 2009 artist of the year for the
Larimer County Open Lands Program. Findley is pictured
Thursday at her studio with the acrylic painting ‘The Poudre.’

shows the Poudre River as it
courses by Lions Park near
LaPorte. Findley rode a bike
to the park and sketehed the
scene in April.

The painting shows the
low-flowing river with many
exposed rocks. But vegeta-
tion along the riverbank and
in the foothills in the back-
ground is starting to come to
life.

The painting was the first
in the series Findley pro-
duced, All of the 30-hy-40-
inch landscapes were done
with acrylic paint on canvas,

The open lands program
typically receives 15 to 20
applications a year for its
vigual artist program, said
Justin Scharton, open lands
technician.

The artist is chosen by a
committee made up of coun-
ty staff, open lands board
members and residents with
backgrounds in the arts:

The designation carries no
financial award, but it lopks
good on an artist’s resume
and is considered to be an
honor, he said,

Recruiting for next year's
artist will begin in February.
Three years into the pro-

gram the selected artists
have all dedicated a lot of
time to their projects,
Scharton said.

It takes a pretty generous
artist to put so much work
into-a piece of art and then
donate it to the county” he
said.

Findley said her favorite
spots were Hed Mountain
and Hermit Park Open
Space, which is near Estes
Parlk:

INTERESTED?

For information on Lanimer
County Open Lands and its
visual artist program, see
www larimer.orafopenlands

The open lands program
offers a wide array of land-
seapes to the public, she
said.

“All these places just make
vou pinch yourself and say, ‘1
live here,™ she said. *You
think, ‘This 15 all for me and
my grandchildren.™

Findley arrived in Larimer
County in 1972 to attend
CSU and study art. She fell
in love with the ares and
decided to stay.

She has worked in pottery
for 30 years and 15 well
known for her Japanese-
influenced style.

She's 4 longtime member
of the Trimble Court
Artisans co-op and is the
organization’s current presi-
dent. _

The county “took a chanee”
choosing her as artist of the
year given her style of paint-
ing, she said,

After so many years of pro-
duging bowls, plates and
goblets, her pottery work has
become somewhat mechani-
cal, she gaid. But painting is
another atory.

Painting is like "going to
the grocery store naked —
vou really put yourself out
there,” she said.

“Clay is the calm, paint 15
the storm,” she =aid.




TAKE A HI

Fossil Creek Reservoir Regional Open

2. The Colgradoan, Wednesday, November 11,:2009:

> Distance: Cattail Flats is a 1.6-mile loop,
Sandpiper Trail, 1 mile roundtrip and Heron
Loop one-quarter of a mile.

vation ‘gain. Cattail and Sandpiper trails are
made of crushed rock refines and Heron
Loop paved, wheel chair accessible and
plowed.

= Trailhead: Entrance o open Space s
along Carpenter Road (Larimer County Road
32 one mile west of Interstate 25.

> Fees: Free

> Facilities: Restrooms, kiosk, picnic shel-
tars, wheel chair-accessible bird viewing pier
= Hours: Sunrise to sunset daily

> Pets: No

= Maps: None needed

> Information: www larimer.org/naturalre-
SOMUFCES oF (970) 679-4570

= Why go: Don't wait to hike the Cattail
Flats Trail, which Is the longest and allows
for the most viewing, as it closes Sunday
and won't reopen until March 1, 2010, to
allow for eagle roosting. Go this week and

- Difficulty: All rated as easy with [ittle ele-

migrating bald eagles, which have been seen June 15 annually for shorebirds and water-

already this year. There are bird viewing
blinds off this trail. Even after this trail that
takes visitors to the eastem part of the 834-
acre open space s closed, there still is rea-
son to come here, The bird viewing pier
along the Heron Loop Trail is an excellent
place from which to watch birds. The
Sandpiper Trail, which closes March 110

fowl nesting, is a pleasant hike that lakes
you o the westem part of the property and
to more bird viewing blinds. A coyote family
has been making its presence known in the
grassiands just off the trail.

> More trails: To see details of 30 area
trails, check out the Coloradoan Trail Guide
at www.coloradoan. com/xplore

you'll likely have the best views of the

Thursday Fepories-Herald  November 12, 2009

County to allow camping
during holiday periods

Larimer County will allow camping at
Hermit Park Open Space on Nov, 25-26,
Thanksgiving eve and day, Christrnas Eve
Dec. 24 and New Year's Eve on Dec, 31,

Ordinarily, the cabins at the camp-
ground are reservable only for Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays during Novem-
ber through March.

Off-season rates are $50 per night.

The 15 eabins can hold a maximum of
eight people,

They have no electricity but use
propane for hieat and light. Portable toi-
lets arealso available on-site.

To see details about the cabins and get
information about Hermit Park Open
Space, visit wwwlarimer.org/natural
respources/hermitpark.hitm,

To make reservations, call BOO-397-
7795 or visit wwwilarmercamping. com,

— Reporter-Herald staff

The cabins at Hermit Park, where this photo
was taken, will be available for use during
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.

Nov.5,2009  www.BerthoudRecorder.com

The People Have
Spoken! Artist of
Year painting picked

In an overwhelming response, the
citizens of Larimer County have cho-
sen the painting to represent the 2009
Open Lands Visual Artist of the Year,
Diane Findley,

The winning painting, entitled The
Poudre River, is & vibrant landscape
piece that captures our beloved local
river meandering through the area
where the Pleasant Valley Trail paral-
lels the river corridor in the Laporte
ared.

The painting was chosen from a
dozen pieces created by Findley during
her tenure as this years Open Lands
Visual Artist of the Year. Findley had
the idea to let the public choose which
of her paintings would hang promi-
nently in the County Courthouse for
the next year. Voting took place during
the month of October online and at a
recent reception in Fort Collins featur-
ing the paintings. There were over 550
vates cast during the campaign.

The painting will be dedicated at a
reception with the County Commis-
sioners in January 2010:

The Open Lands Visual Artist of the
Year program is an effort by the Lar-
imer County Department of Natural
Resources Open Lands Program to
connect our local protected natural ar-
eas and the art community to inspire
the creatian of art and to educate the
public about art and nature.

To learn more about Larimer Coun-
ty's parks and open spaces, go-to www.
larimer.org/naturalresources
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I WHAT’S
GOING
ON

Fielder to present
new nature book

Colorado
nature pho-
tographer
John Fielder
will present
his latest
book
“Ranches of
Colorado” at ]

6 p.m. FIELDE

Friday in

theNerth  MloOre
Ballroom of

the Lory xlﬂﬂl'ﬂ
Student

Center on the briefs/C3
CSU eampus.

A portion of proceeds from
the event will support the
work of the Legacy Land
Truat, a nonprofit land con-
servation organization in
Northern Colorado.

“Ranches of Colorado” iz a
collaboration between Fielder,
Colorado Open Lands and the
Colorado Cattlemen'’s
Arricultural Land Trust to
feature the landscapes of 50
working ranches across
Colorado.  One-of the ranches
featured in the book Legacy
Land Trust has helped pro-
tect is the Eagle Hock Ranch
in the Chalk Bluffs area of
Weld County.

Suggested donations for
admission are $7.50 for non-
students and 35 for CSU stu-
dents with ID), but all contri-
butions are welcome. Fielder
will sign copies of his book
along with past works during
the event.

Friday Repomer-Herald  November 13, 2009

Fort CoLLINS

Photographer to discuss
latest nature works

Famed Colorado nature
photographer John  Fielder
will present his latest project
and book, “Ranches of Col-
orado,” at 7 p.m. Friday, Now.
20, in the North Ballroom of
the Lory Student Center, at
Laurel and Meldrum streets
on the Colorado State Uni-
VErsity campuis.

A portion of proceeds
from the event will support
the work of the Legacy Land
Trust, a nonprofit land con-
servationn  organization in
northern Colorado,

A suggested donation of
$7.50 for adults and $5 for
students is requested.

For details; call 679-4489,

The Coloradoan, Sunday, November 15, 2009

COUNTY

Photographer
to share latest
project at GSU

Colorado nature photog-
rapher John Fielder will
present his latest project
and bouk; “Ranches of
Colorade,” at 7 p.m. Friday
in the North Ballroom of the
Lory Student Center on the
CSU campiis,

A portion of proceeds
from the event will support
the work of the Legacy Land
Trust, a nonprofit land con-
gervation organization in
Morthern Colorado.

“Ranches of Colorado™ 1=
a  collaboration ameng
Fielder, Colorado, Open
Lands and the Colorado
Cattlemens Agricultural
Land Trost to feature the
lnndscapes of 50 working
ranches across Colorado,

Fielder is one of
Colorado’s most famous and
well-respected nature pho-
tographers and has pro-
duced dogens of books, cal-
endars and other media.

For more information,
visil www. larimer.org.

o/
Wednesday, November 18, 2009 » LovelandConnection..

servation organization in
northern Colorado.

freflymedical com.

Photographer
to present works

Colorado nature photogra-
pher John Fielder wiil
present his latest project
and book, “Ranches of
Colorado,” at 7 p.m., Friday,
in the North Ballroom of
the Lory Student Center on
the CSU campus in Fort
Collins;

A portion of proceeds from
the event will support the
work of the Legacy Land
Trust, a nonprofit land con-

“Ranches of Colorado” is
a collaboration befween
Fielder, Colorado Open
Lands, and the Colorado
Cattlemen’s Agricultural
Land Trust to feature the
landscapes of 50 working
ranches across Colorade.

Fielder is one of
Colorade’s most famous and
well-respected nature pho-
tographers and has pro-
duced dozens of books, cal-
endars, and other media,
ineluding Colorado 1870-
2000, A Colorado Winter,
Colorade’s Canyon Country,
and more.

For more information; visit
www.larimer.org.

Lovelznd Connection staff
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City hosts eagle encounters, astronamy nights
Fossil Creek Reglonal Open Space now undar sele managemant
BY MARCY MIRANDA - MARCYMIRANDATTCCLORADDAN COM « JANUARY 3, 2014

SoirnreEntEg0) R numen:

3 Renl hig page E.mail g aiticde Share

Boyond tha snow-covered trads and frozen watoers ol Fossd Coeek Reseroir Regional Open Space, beld
aagles hal migrated from central Canpda for thie winter sat perched on tree limbs, looking for luneh Saurday
CrEning

“Wa'ra thelr winlar Riviera,” said Carl Sarrenting. a volunleer mashar
naluralist with tha ciby and gounty

The city of Fort Colling i hesting saghe watching sessions and astronamy
raglils at Fossil Creck this month as ils Matural Areas Program takes over
they Bxnel’s managoment. Maintenance and upkeep of the area was previously
shared by the city and county undil thisyear

Lanmer Counby rangers will sl geovide enforcement 31 Fossil Creak and
alficas faor e rangers with the Open Lands program wil siay there, sald
Zach ook, & couniy Tanger.

Cn Saturday, about 20 pecphe sleod on e shorp of Fossi Creak; waiching
far badd eaales Ihrough hnooyulars - As they looked on, Somanting talked
abpul tho aagles and helped dispel cammon misconoeptions abaut b
predatars.

MOUDRE VALLEY
HEALTH SYSTEM

Despila having a Tull 1 of feathers on thair hesd, bald 2agles wane firs
namad 5o bacause in old English, bald rafemad 10 the cobar white, Sarmentinn
said

It eagles could plan eir own mesoes, 20 percant of thalr meals wouwld be
fish, Boerenting said. Because Fossil Creek is frozen at the rmomenl, sagles
saitha for thie pepulation of ranbita, ducks aod geese that am seticd in the
area, M said

“Whan i's all frozon over, they gotta be eabng ducks, prame dons, whildwver
thiry can,” Somanbno-said

Sorrenling alsn spprised some bird walchers when he teid them that ine
long, whistling sourd utually associated with bakd cagles in movies and
teleidsion acbually belongs o tha red-Giled hawek

“Every mawie abways substitites i the red-ialled hawk,” e qaid, usimg a
boick with 250, bird sounds 10 provede Ihe bakd sagie's actual soend — shaort,
high-prlched Squeaks,

Torry and Leslie DuClos, of Windsoe, rabsmad lo Fossd Crack with thair bwo
dayghiers on Saturday. The family had spant part of Friday afternoon a1 the lake, spotting bald eaghes,
copaies and other animals. Hearing gread things about Sorrenting, tha family chose to came back a day laler
and withatond they figid temperalura o hear the guidad tour,

Sophia DuClos, 8. and her sster 1sabeila, 6, Sl they Inamed that bald eagles don gat the white feathers

Purchasno- s PRt

laabaila Dullos, 8, of Windsar, squenis 23 sha waiches a bald
eaple lhraugh a scope Saheday at Fossl Croek Regiona: Cpen
Spacn. The city al Fort Collirs is now aporating the regisral open
dpace area aftar years of joint managamant wilh Ibe sounty
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on thair heads until thiny're aliou? fve years old,
‘| hought they always had white hoads.™ Bopnka sald

Hawing lived in Wirdsar, wiuch has a resident nast of bald cagies, Terry said he hadntseen any eaglas unbil
e visited Fossd Crook, After (he success af thew first viewing, he sard he and hs fmily hea |ust discovered
o ey Robby,

“Wia've hean mspired o lgarm more about nature,” he said,

In Your Voica } READ REACTIONS TO THIS STORY

Newest first

You must be logged In to leave a commaent, Lagin | Reglster

100CCharac iy i

City hosts eagle encounters, astronomy nights | coloradoan.com | The Coloradoan

Page 2 of 2

Brencon oul of playodls after loseng e Chigts (4]
County torhost fnai swine lu vaccination dlinic{3)
Abhacted nuese says she thoughl sha'd be killed (5)

I Bundiy's Colaradoan: Ravoling door (1)

ADS BY PULSE 36l Gl Liskid Hied

Obama Wants You Educated!

Gel your degree online. Chama has sat up aver 334
Biflign in grams.

nhamaseducationplan.org

Fart Caolling Refinance at 4 25% FIXED|

Mo hidden fess! (4.4% APR} Golé FREE Quotes! No
S5M reqd.
wownt LandGa.com

FREE GE& Wireless Home Security System
Alarm Monitaring Only 324.95/manth. Act now! Get 3
Manlhs Free Service

OmaberiPratestion com/GE-Sacurily

Most Recommended Articles

Windsar High, School wreslling assislant coadh
arresled [34)

Alarmists intend to laxiile’s gvery aspect  [6)
Fort Calims officars stael, kil suspect {5}
Grisy's piade ks somancs 15}

Soapbox was lacking in facts. (3)

Most Commented Articles

Ararrusts inlend Wy lax ile's every aspacl  {58)
Chamacare too good to'be rus? (5]
Remambar thase of gswilvoul Insurance  [39)
Gray's ploce [aoks soene |26}

Government exists to seoee will of all people (36)

Local News Alerts

Gat breaking becal news as it happens frem The
Coloradoan. Entar your phane: mumber elow!
i )
Choase: sl conlant,

¥ NOCONEWS'

¥ HOCOEPORTS

¥ HNOCOSTORMS

= NOCOEMTERTAIMMENT

W LOVELANDNEWS

Maszage £ Dnta Bates May
Apply, For move informaion fasf
HELF b SikiF {42836
Contad your carriar far g
carae Cdick LRS! Mndify
exising aforts | T & 2] Prvacy |
Cancel Al

Tori' Rﬁh ESTATE PERFORMERS Zﬂﬂﬁ

Partrors: Jobs: CarcerBuilder com Cars; Gors.com  Apariments: Aparbnents.com  Shopping: Shoplecal.com Homes: Homofinder.com  Datng: oHarmany

Hame | Mrwn I""-U1 h"||:lh1-.|'nw5|"\."<,|lw;q.'.- ru.-5|,_-.;,_-u.|EJs. LT L'c||_| Ienl_unon | Bargis r\-l'1hr|_1ln'_|n*or|1ch:lw|c-" Multimedis | Site Map

Torrk af Secvice | Privacy Pokey | Contact Us | About Us | Sulke

foriiliie pesair At et 10 et Lmins of Seree ard Py Paliny, wpdated Kentk 2095

hirnfwarw coloradoan com/anms/onbes dilarticle? ATD=201010010201 5

/42010



The North Fork of the Poudre River bisects the

Roberts Ranch near Livermore.

Hhtnrjramhvedﬂn
»  Rock Ranch, a working ra

Colors ¢ land

Renowned photographer hopes his book will it

Thursday Reporter-Hetald  November 19, 2009

The sandstone and siltstone bluffs of Eagle Rock

Randh in western Weld County.

run deep on
1arn

Eagle

show why state’s ranches must be preserved

By PaMrra DicKMAN
RerorrER-HERALD STAFF WRITER

hotographer John Fielder has always
promoted protecting public lands for

future generations.

His mew book transfers the same message {o
private lands — 50 working ranches across
Colorado,

“We're losing ranches to development more
guickly than we're saving them,” said Fielder.

"1 wanted people to’ clearly see what is at
stake!"

By capturing in vivid colors :a lifestyle
steeped in history and unigue landscapes, the
renowned photographer preserves a clear im-
age of the land, the history and, he hopes, the
future,

Through his photos and essays by writer
James Meadow, Fielder's book shows how Col-
orado’s history of ranching and of land preser-
vation mesh.

"This was not about boots, buckles and cow-
boys,” Fielder said. “This project was about

The kandscape of the Roberts Ranch is vast in
northwestern Larimer County as depicted in
photos by renowned photographer John Fielder,

P

el to T Ressorter-Herald JOHT FIELEER

these families’ relationship with the land.

*“T found 50 out of 50 ranch fmilies are envi-
ronmentalists, which might strike people as
odd. They all understand they cannot have a
profitable catile operation unless they respect
and use the laws of nature.”

The families that care for the land featured

in "Ranches of Colorado” have been taking.

care of the same acres for decades,

In nearby Weld County, Benjamin Franklin
Ketcham  discovered rolling fields and chalk
hluffs the color of sunset while searching for
cattle in a snowstorm, according to the book
He apparently liked what he saw and home-
steaded there in 1870,

Ketcham's great-granddaughter, Beverly Cox
Black, and her family still run the ranch, which
Fielder described as “extraordinary.”

"Eagle Rock sits just below the Wyoming
border east of I-25 amidst ancient sedimentary
bluffs created by the seas from long ago," the
photographer deseribed.

Sep Puotos, Pace Bz

What: Photographer John

| Fielder wil present 250 slides from
| s atest project, a book called

"Ranches of Colorada.” Through

| photos and essays, the book
{ underiinies the importance of sav-

ing historic family randhies from de-
yelopment. Felder alsa will sign
boaks,

How: The slide show helps save
land because 40 percent of the
qross proceeds go to land trusts in
the region where the show i held,
The Fort Collins show will beniefit
Legacy Land Trust, a nonprofit that
has helped protect Eagle Rock
Ranch in Weld County along with
lots of ather aoes in Lanmer, Weld
and Jacksor courties,

When: 7 pm. Friday in the North
Ballroom of the Locy Student Cen-
ter on the Colorado State University
campts in Fort Collins.

How much: Suggested donations
for-admission are §7.50 per person
and S5 for students; however, any
donation is appredated.




The Coloradoan, Friday, November 13, 2009
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VOLUNTEER O

Events needing
volunteers

* Larimer County
Department of Natural
Resources needs volunteers 1o
help through Dec. 20 load trucks
with firewood. Shifts are avail-
able weekends starting at 10
a.m., weather permitting.
Volunteers will receive free fire-
wood for their assistance,
Registration required.
Information: www.larimer, org/
firewoed.

J

ilability. ,
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fSnakes

Continued from Page A3

‘ appear fo be particularly
| favorable for dens,

But that's not as important
as conditions below the sur

| face, he said. Snakes 2o down
fissures and other Openings to
get sately below the frost line
and just hang out,

Red Mountain closes for
the winter Nov. 30, It is
scheduled to reapen in early
March, The snakes are like-
ly to come out of hibernation
in late March and April as
temperatures rise and stabi-
lize,

Ifthere is a erowd of
them, the parking lot will
likely be closed until the
snaky gomg-away party is
over. The lot may be closed
again in fall when everybady
comes baek.

Hiking the trails at Red
Mountain, at least the ones
shared by horses, alrea dy
requires a certain amount of
caution,

Now you have ancther rega-
son to watch your step,

GOCO awards funds
to Larimer projects

Two projects in Larimer
County have been awarded
grants totaling 3275,000 by
Great Dutdeors Coloradao, or
GOCO, which is fumded by
gtate lottery proceeds.

Larimer County was
awarded $200,000 for the
Swilt Ponds Redevelopment
Project proposed by
Colorado Youth Outdoors,
which offers cutdoor educa-
tional and rem’eat.iandai ﬂ]:zw
grums to youths an Er
parents {ree of charge.

~ The project includes an

-air pavilion; an acces-
sible fishing pier, a trail and
permanent restroom facili-
ties. The 240-acre Swift
Ponds site is east of
Interstate 25 between coun-
by roads 34C and 36,

The town of Timnath
received $75,000 to develop a
Parks, Recreation, Trails and
Open' Space Magter Plan,

Statewide, the GOCO
board this fall awarded H’[‘]ﬁ
million for 44 projects, '
agency received 92 applica-
tions requesting $8.17 million,

When: 9 am. T

Where: Commissioners Conferenc
Room; 200 W. Oak 5t, Fort Collin

TW/intemet: www.larimer.om/be
/broadeast.cfm
At Issue: The county commission
will tackle 3 full slate of requlatior
that are being proposed by ﬁ‘lehl]'iu
| of Natural Resources.
m are updates to bring
requiations in line with new caunt
parks and open spaces that have |
devetoped ar acquired, such as the
Mountain Open Space or the riew
ins at Horsestooth Reservoir. Other
add fines for those wsers who intr
tuce new species info aquatic re-
| sources, such as mussels on boats

Lag el
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TAKE A HIKE

Wild Loop Interpretive Trail

> Distance: 2.5-mile loop

> Difficulty; Easy

> Elevation range: 5,100 to 5,325 fest 3

= Trailhead: Devil's Backbone Open Space. Take Taft Hill
Road south to U.5. Highway 24 in Loveland. Turn right
and head wast for 4 miles to just past mile marker No.
B8. Turn right onto Hidden Valley Drive just east of the old
water tank, The trailhead is on your left.

> Fees: Free
> Facilities: Restrooms, water and information avallable at
the trailhead
> Pefs: Yes, on leash
> Maps: None needed; but you can pick one up at the trailhead.
> Information: Larimear County Natural Resources, (370)
679-4570 or www larimer.org/naturalresources/
bbane.cfm
> Why go: If loaking for an excuse to gat out of the house
over the holidays and give your guests a taste of the area,
this hike through the 2,200-acre Devil's Backbone Open
Space is your hike. it's a short drive and short hike with
little elevation gain vet includes cool rock formations and
a good chance to see wildlife, including raptors, mule
deer, fox, coyotes and the occasional bobcat and moun-
tain lion. Going this time of year allows you to hike to the
Keyhole, which frames a spectacular view fo the west.
During spring, this trail is clesed to protect ravens nesting. T lﬂl&l‘pl‘ﬁtﬁ&
Make sure to pick up-an Interpretive map at the traithead Distance:
and stop and read about the area’s past and present. ! ce:
> More trails: To see details of 30 area trails, check outthe 2.5 miles round trip
Coloradoan Trail Guide at www.coloradoan.com/xplore.

&

Winter a welcome respite

after growth, harvest seasons

0 outside, close your eves
and take a deep hmaé cJ_ Guﬂhs__
A Can you smef] 17 =
It is that time of year again Open spaces
when t]m Earth recades,
Preparing for winter, Leaves forest initiatives throughout

have fallen and plants ara
carefully pulling back intg
themselves so as to survive,
he colors of spring and sum.
mer have dulled to safe and

energy-efficient tones of hrown.

Peaple are bundled i
the cold and wind, il
In today’s busy world, it is a

f::anl;- Oppartunity to stop even

Wrjust a moment and notice al]
dﬂmﬂﬁﬂdet;ﬂs. But what a won-
€ ind unexpected gift

Just that, In these Jast !Es'g e
months, the Earth around us
has gone from a season of
growth tothat of g good har-
vest, Falling into winter allows
Nnr!:hern Colorado a small
reprieve following this busy
season of growth and haryest,
Dharing this time, a lot of
EToups enjoy team-building
activities that often include val-
unteer service projects, This js
?ﬁs Ereat opportunity for natural

ource agenties thronghout
La.m:ue; County to add capagity
to a dwindling off-season staff.
Throughout October,

r County Department of
Natural Resources staff worked
with more than 100 voluntesry
In major capacity-huildin j-
ects, 'I‘hme voluntesrs pleﬂ::dm
trees and implemented healthy

—_——

our parks and open space sys-
tem, Scout groups Ea;rsl':?ed gfv—
ice patches with the hel piof
SOme awesnme
e e o
streamlined slash piling
processes. Local church aned
youth support Eroups donated
sweat labor to improve the
CAMPING experience at
Horsetooth Reservoir. ven the
Navy got involved and donated
1ts ime and energy during a
drill weekend to remaye fencing
at the Devil's Backbone,

S£ the next time you'rein a
Park or open space mana
Er Larimer County Namrgafld

*B0Urces, stop, take a d
breath and r{mﬁemher a]Ie:F
the hard work, sore barks and
blistered hands that helped to
UNPTOVe ¥our experience,

You, too, can be a part of cre-
ating these special places while
yuu help build new memories or
s;mﬂ?n yourteam with a
volun Service project
information dl*:-u:rutfzL EI'D‘LI]}. VF;IDEn
teer projects, contact (4 Culling
at mulhnﬂiaﬁm'er.nrg.

CJ Culling b5 the volurieer conrdinaior at
Larimer County Department of Natural
Resources. Sand emall fo
nmllmsﬁ:'larimar.nrg

) Reporte-ted Decembey 6, 2009
Parks board plans meeting

The Larimer County Parks
Advisory Board will meet at
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 8, in
the Boyd Lake Room at the
Larimer County Courthouse
Office Building, 200 W, Oak
at.

Topics to be discussed in-
clude: proposed changes 10
park regulations, the Estes
Valley Campground Partner-

ship final contract recom-
mendation and a property
status  update on  Big
Thompson  Canyon  public
ACCESS.
For details, call Gary Buff-

ington, Matural Resources di-

rector, 679-4560.

: d
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Reporter-Heraid file photo
A volunteer naturalist shares his knowledge of eagles with area residents last December during an eagle watch
at Fossil Creek Reservoir,

Faglebyes

Locals looking up for national symbol




4 By PamELA DicRMAN ile snowbirds are flocking -
out of the state to warmer

climes, bald cagles are migrat- r—_

RerorTER-HERALD

STAFE WHITER
s ing into Larimer County.
@ December and January are
prime months to see the na-
tion's symbol around Loveland
and Fort Collins,

At Fossil Creek Reservoir, lo-
cated between the two eities,
the taptors can easily be spotted

. early and late in the day.
Arecord 65 bald eagles were spotted in one
| viewing in 2005. Last December and January,
45 bald eagles were the most sighted in a day.
Onee again, the Larimer County Department of
Natural Resources is offering residents a chance to
see and learn about these majestic creatures,
Instead of the typical two pro-
grams per month, vulummfmt- Bald eag les
uralists will set up scopes and P
talk about eagles seven times in Viewing

December. Where: Fossil
The viewing area is a short, (reek Reglonal Open
easy walk from the Fossil Space, bocated off

Creek Reservoir parking lot, Colorado 392 just
but the evenings can be cold,  west of the Inter-
s0 dress warmby and layer, state 25-Windsor in-
Because bald eagles are terchange.

fish eaters, they stay When: Larimer

around reservoirs 1o County naturalists

catch theirmeals —  wil talk about ea-

or to steal already qles and set up

captured prey from  scapes to see them

other, smaller seven times this
predators, month,
Young bald eagles = 10 am. Saturday.
may be confused for - 4 pm. Monday.

golden eagles because =4 pm. Dec. 16,
their brown heads do * 10-a.m. Dec. 19.

not turn white until * 4 p.m. Dec. 23,

they reach 4 to 5 years * 4 p.m, Dec, 30,
old, according to Rob No- Note: Snow, high

vak, education specialist winds or poor visi-

with the Larimer County Depart- bility due to fog
ment of Natural Resources. could cause officials
Their white heads earned them the  to cancel a sched-
name "bald." uled viewing.

“Bald used to be'a name for people More info:
with white hair back in the colonial www larimer.org/
times," Novak said. naturalresmurces.
Seen from a distance; or even up close
through a scope, bald eagles look huge. That's because they
are. The raptor can weigh from & to 14 pounds and have a
wingspan longer than most people are tall — 6 feet to
8 feet, according ro the Colorado Division of Wildlife.
Like all birds, bald eagles have hollow bones, which al-
lows them to soar through the sky, Novak said.
If humans were to fly like an eagle, with non-hollow
bones, they would need a 19-foot wingspan, Novak said.
While we cannot fly, now is the time to watch the
eaples soar
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ent CONNECTION

received by 5 p.m. Jan. 6,
2010.

For more information e-
mail nhe land.org, or
call 667-6311.

County group
to host hikes

The following hikes will be
hosted by the Larimer County
Farks and Open Space
Department in January 2010;

s J pm..Jan. 16 —
“Wintertime Plant Walk”

Join Naturalist Kathy at
Horsetooth Mountain
Space, west of Fort Collins on
County Road 38E, for an after-
noon walk in search of hearty
winter plant species, The pro-
gram will be dependent on
bare ground, and will be can-
celed in the event of snow
COVET,

The hike rating is casy.

The hike is free but 2 36 day
entrance fiee will apply.

Participants should dress
appropriately for the weather
and bring water.

For more information, eall
679-4561.

* 10 a.m. Jan. 23 —“Winter
Wonderland Hike™

Visit the Devil's Backbone
Open Space, west of Loveland
off U.S. Hichway 34, for a fas-
l::imlat'mg morning of winter
ecology.

Join Naturalist Rob for this
3-mile trip around the Wild
Loop to learn how the animals
and plants make it
their toughest seasan
what to look for on your win-
fer excursions,

The hike rating is easy.
Participants should dress
appropriately for the weather

and bring water,

For mare information, eall
6794561,

agency manages more than
4000 camp sites-and 57 cab-
ing and yurts,

Hermit Park
open for holiday

Reservations have been
expanded for the camper cab-
ins at Hermit Park Open
Space, two miles south of

pr—
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Saturday, December 26, 2009 « 37

Estes Park, to include New
Year's Eve.

To make reservations, visit
www larimercamping.com or
call (B00) 397-7745.

For information about
Hermit Park Open Space,
vigit www.larimer.org/
naturalresources!
hermitpark htm

Loveland Connection:staff

Interstate 25-Colorado Highway
392 Windsor exit. [nvolves a short
walk along a paved trail to get o
the viewing area. Weather permit-

ting. Information: (970) 679-4561

or www.larimer.crg/maturalre-

Carpenter Road, 1 mile west of
SOUTTES

a short walk along a paved trail to
getto the viewing area. Weather

permitting. Information: (370) 679-

'DEC. 30

4561 or www larimer.org/naturalre-

Creek Regional  SOUrces

FREE 4 p.n., Fossil
(Open Space, On Carpenter Road, 1
mile west of Interstate 25-Coloradn

Birding
Eagle Watching



TODAY

Art exhibits

Three Artists on Paper

9.am., Lioyd's Art Center, 216 N,
Collaga Ave, Works by Colorado
artists Barbara Leyendecker,
Randy Pijoan and Gene Schilling.

Salvador Dali

FREE 10 a.m., Loveland
Museum/Gallery, 503 N, Lincoln
Awe,, Loveland, Salvador Dali's
lllustrations for Dante's Divine
Comedy and other books and por-
traits of Dali by Phillipe Halsman.
www.cl.loveland.co,us/Cultural
Services/cultural_services
museum.htm

Art openings

Creative Spaces

FREE 8 a.m., Lincoln Center, 417
W. Magnalia St. Unigue artist-
made home decorating jtems.
wwwlgtin.com i

Birding

Eagle Watching

FREE 4 p.m,, Fossil Creek
Redional Open Spaca, On
Carpenter Road, 1 mile west of
Interstate 25-Colorada Highway
392 Windsor exit. Involves a short
walk along a paved trail to getto
the viewing area. Weather permit-
ting. www.larimer.org/natural
FESOUrces

Children’s activities
Peek-A-Boo Time

FREE 10:15a.m., Councl Tree
Library, 2733 Gouncil Tree Ave.
Interactive proaram with stories,
songs, rhymes, fingerplays and
maore. Recommended for children
from birth to age 24 months with
a parent or other caregiver.
www.poudrefibraries.org
Storytime for

children 4 and older

FREE 10:30 a.m., Harmany
Library, 4616 5. Shields St. For

B6, The:Coloradoan; Wediesday, December 16, 2009

Eagle watching

Coloradoan litwiry

FREE 4 p.m., Fossil Creek Regional Open Space; on Carpenter Road, 1 mile west of Interstate 25-
Colorado Highway 292 Wintsor exit. Involves a short walk along a paved trail to get to the viewing
area. Weather permitting. www.larimer.org/naturalresources.

chifdren aoe 4 and older who are
ready for a group exparience on-
their own &s they have fun with
engaging books, songs and activi-
ties 10 build their early literacy
skills. www.poudrelibraries.org

Storytime for ages 2 and 3
FREE 10:35 a.m., Harmony
Likrary, 4616 5. Shields St.
Interactive stories, songs and
names that encolrage emerging
literacy skills. For children ages 2
and 3 with a caring adult.
www-poudrelibraries.org
Peek-A-Boo Time

FREE 11:15 a.m., Council Tree
Library, 2733 Council Tree Ave.
Interactive program with stories,
songs, rhymes, fingerplays and

more. Recommended for children

from birth to age 24 months with
a parent or other caragiver.
www. poudrelibraries.org
Storytime for ages 2 and 3
FREE 1115 &.m., Harmony
Likrary, 4616 5. Shiglds St.
Interactive stories, songs and
games that encourage emerging
literacy skills. For children ages 2
and 3 with a caring adult.
www.paudrelibraries.org

Santa Claus visit

FREE Noon to 6 p.m., Oid Town
Square, Santa will listen to chil-
dren’s holiday wishes. He speaks
English and Spanish and knows
sign language. A professional
photographer will be on duty.

www.DowntownFortCollins:

com

Kids Give!

FREE 4 p.m., Brand Spanking
Lised Thrift Store, 227 5. College
Ave. Children age 10 and younger
are invited to hand-select a brand
new gift for-a beloved adult in
their life. Staff and volunteers will
be-on hand to assist with gift
selection and wrapping. Contact:
spencerdhire76@aol.com.

Clubs and meetings
Mountain View

Rotary Club Meeting

Noon, Best Western Crossroads
Inn and Conference Center, 5542
E LS. Highway 34, Loveland.




Pat Blomquist, right, and Suzanne Stratford walk
Blomaquist remembers accessing the park from 2
offers parking and restroom
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a new trailhead was built that

Open space stewards cut
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teeth on Devil's Backbone

Fditor's note: As the first
decade of the 21st century winds
down, the Reporter-Herald is
taking a look at the people and
issues that captured the publics
attention locally.

By PamELA DICEMAN
Reponrer-HERALD STAFE WRITER

he jagged sandstone culs
the sky west of Loveland,
nearly glowing at sunrise.

Once an ocean shore, the
Devil's Backbone is now one of
the most popular hiking areas
in Larimer County.

Though the unique landform
has persevered centuries longer
than Loveland has been a city,
the past decade has been rock-
solid in protecting the land-
scape for future generations.

“It's a special place,” said
Loveland resident Kathy Hart-
man, one of hundreds who
banded together mid-decade to
prevent development in the val-
ley around the Backbone.

——

The year to come

Anather mile of trail will be built at
the Devil's Backbone in 2010 on'a
portion near the trailhead that was
donated 1o Larimer County in 2009,
The area is behind an old water tow-
er that was tom down earfier this
year — a landmark many used
when heading west of Loveland. The
county will use a $21,665 state grant
to build the trail, and 3 55,000 do-
nation from Friends of Larimer Coun-
ty Parks and Open Lands to install
educational signs.

“It's special, pure and sun-
ple.”

The first 2.1 miles of trail at
the Devil's Backbone, located
west of town off U.S. 34, opened
in 1999 — the first open space
purchased with a voler-ap-
proved open space sales tax on
which residents could actually
set foot.

A shared vision turned the

RFTIETs  Te  L b

Sunday at Devil's Backbone Open Space
different trailhead farther west on U.S. 34, Within the last decade
facilities for those about to embark on a quick, inside-
that ends at Horsetooth Reservoir.
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with Stratford's dog Lucy.
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Hikers walk along the Wild Loop trail
Sunday at Devils Backbone Open
Space,

Backbone from a beautiful but
off-limits landmark to a hiking
destination.

Now, 2242.7 acres are pro-
tected, 15.1 miles of trail link
the Backbone all the way to Lo-
ry State Park west of Fort
Collins, and developers! visions
of hundreds of homes and a
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BACKBONE: site o_fff::rs miles of hiking opportunities close to home

From Pace A

golf course filling the valley
are only a memory.

It took millions of dollars,
countless hours, cooperation
and imagination to protect
the Devil's Backbone,

FroM CoUurRTROOM
T0 Living Room

Throughout the decade,
the trail to protecting the
Devil's Backbone took unex-
pected loops and turns.

Residents found them-
selves front and center at
meeting after meeting trying
to save the valley around the
Hackbone, devoting time to a
cause and proving the mass-
es really can bring change.

Land conservatonists
ended up in banknuptcy
cowt, and county commis-
sioners found themselves in
the unusual circumstance of
reversing an annexation.

Indian Creek: A developer
wanted o0 expand a pated
community and chop up the
valley into homes.

Instead, he lost the 1,545
acres to bankruptcy,

Together, Larimer County
and Fort Collins officials
found themselves in
bankruptcy court, hidding
against private developers
for the land.

“That was something we'd
never done before” said
K-Lynn Cameron, recently

retired Larimer County open |

lands director and one of the
key players in protecting the
Backbone "It was exciting,”
What turned the tide in fa-
vor of conservation was cold,
hard cash. Larimer County
pitched in $850,000, Great
Outdoors Colorade offered
3300,000 and Fort Collins
stepped up with 34 million,
“We were able o tell the
hankruptcy court that we
could give them cash,” said
Cameron. “They are looking
for the way to pay off the
idebt as quickly as possible.”
Hidden Valley: Another
key piece of the valley east of
the Backbone was threat-
ened earlier this decade by a
proposal for hundreds of
homes and a golf course,
Years of negotiations and

'By the numbers

2,242.7 acres protected as
pan of the Dewil's Backbane in

395 .1 aces protected befum
- 2000,

4.9 miles of trail at the Devil's
Backbone plus 15.1 miles of
tonnecting trail ta Lory State Park
in 2009,

2.1 miles of trail before 2000,
$9.45 million worth of land
with grants and sales tax dollars
from Larimer County, Fort Colling

and Loveland.

public meetings ended with
the Larimer County com-
missioners reversing an an-
nexation, taking that land
back into the rural area, and
the developer reducing his
proposal to 12 homes.

“That wvalley could have
been totally full of houses
and a golf course,” said
Cameron.

Instead, the city of Love-
land and Larimer County
bought 11 development
sites, protecting much of the
land and approving only 12
homes in that particular de-
velopment.

But it wasn't all the wark of
officials.

Integral in that process
was Save the Backbone Val-
ley, a grass-roots group of
hundreds of area residents
who devoted time to doing
just that, They studied, they
leaned, they spread the
word, and they showed up in
force at public meetings,

The group disbanded after
the Hidden Valley deal was
completed.

“It was a bittersweet victo-
ry,” said Hartman, who
stepped forward as a
spokeswoman for the group.
“We protected something,”

Yet, Hartman's expression '

tums sad when she remem-
bers visiting the Backbone
shorily after building began
on the homes; the sounds of
construction hurt her ears
and her heart,

"They were pounding nails
in the mofs, the workers'
couniry/westermn music was
blaring, just echoing across

the landscape,” she said,

“I' really haven't hiked
there more than a half a
dozen times since,”

But thousands of others
have.

Home 1o HIkERs,
CycLists AND RAPTORS

In 2001, Larimer County
logged 44,300 visitors to the
Devil's Backbone,

That tose to 72900 in
2008, the last year for which
numbers are available,

For many, the destnaton
just outside Loveland is a
respite, a wild area home 10
wildlife and resting mptors
and the start of trails that
wind all the way from U5
34 to Lory State Park, con-
necting along the way to 75
total miles of hiking oppor-
tunities,

“Tt really does have it all,”
said Kerri Rollins, Larimer
County’s interim open lands
manager,

“And it is close to home
sell”

The first true example of
what the open space tax
would do — a place where
people could literally con-
nect to the land and set foor,
mountain - bike or horse
heoves to dirt — SIJIIHEd
county residents to vote in

The end result comes from
hard work, including more
than 10 vears of working to
save the Devil's Backbone.

“We all looked at it and
said, "This is worth working
hard on," said County Com-
missioner Kathay Rennels,

“This is going to be ex-
hausting, but it's worth every
minute.”

And, according to many, it |2
Was,

Pamela Cickman @n be reached at
669-5050, ext. 526, or pdidkmani@re-
porter-herald com.
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1999 to extend the open
Space tax, said Cameron,
That, she said, led to thou-
sands of acres of protected
land in Loveland, Fort
Collins and unincorporated
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Larimer County.
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The county alone now
boasts more than 40,000
acres of protected land.

Last summer, its largest §

open space, 15,000-acre Red

Mountain, debuted near the b

Wyoming border, connecting
with Fort Colling’  new
20,000-acre Soapstone
Prairie Natural Area.
Although  different  from
the Devil's Backbone, those

lands are majestic in [hl:ir'

own right and, like the Back-
bone, historic, cultural and
now protected,

"It’s 4 huge sense of pride
with what the community
was able to do, what we were |
able to pull together”
Cameron said,
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THIS WEEK
Not so fast,

2009

There’s still more to squeeze in this year

WEDNESDAY .

View bald eagles at
Fossil Creek Open Space

Larimer County Parks and
Open Lands will have a bald
eagle viewing at Fossil Creek
Reservair Open Space, one
mile west of Interstate 25 on
Carpenter Road, at 4 pm. -
Wednesday. 274

Eagles come from the '
Yitkon and beyond to roost at
Fossil Creek every vear,

A naturalist will be
onsite to talk about 4
the birds that are
typically  here S
from muid-
November to

View bald eagles flying
our winter skies at Fossil
Creek Open Space on
Wednesday.




