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oapstone will lasso you i

{ILES BLUMHARDT

oveland Conngetion

joming was on the wind

stroked the creaking

mtain bike to the top of

enne Ridge.

mping not-as-young-as-

~-used-to-be lungs and

my goal was as clear as

horizon was cloudy:

vould pedal as much of -
11.7-mile Cheyenne, - ~
e Trail at Scapstone= -

rie Matural Area that
iually lassos you mito

Dowhoy State as [ fore-
ed the building thunder-

ms Lo the northwest
1d allow.

eather isn't an exact sci-

s you know.
[ huffed and putfid,

vingr, kind of; through the
ves and trail thoughtfully

constructed in and out of dry
washes and on the leeside of
ridges buffered from the
unwavering: Wyoming wind,
Thankfully, three-leaf
sumace in fall color resem-
bling burning campfire
embers of American Indians
who long ago used this area
Lo hunt buffalo and dotting
the expansive hillsides of
tawny grasses pulled me

- from my bike seat for photo

Ops.
" Don't quote me, but pedal-
ing up this trail that with
each pedal powering me
toward better and better
scenery, I think I had some-
thing like 28 square miles to
myself midday last week.
At least, T didn't see any-
body.
And that’s exactly what 1
wanted as 1 left mv office

Soapstone
Continued from Page 26

Like the sun, one minute
all you see is uninterrupted
grassland and the next you
pop up on the rim to a mag-
nificent scene framed by
your handlebars of granite
rock outeroppings falling
hundreds of feet to' a hole
colored by gorgeous redrock,
strealeed with dry washes
whose banks were colored
with:sumac.

The stretch of trail along
the tim is one of the best, if
not the best, section of trail
to be found in our natural
areas and open spaces.

1 descended to the
Cheyenne Ridge Trails
intersection with the Big
Hole Wash Trail and wanted
to explore more.

But the clouds to the
northwest warned of rain so
1 pedaled back up to the rim
tor one last Iook before
returning to my cuhicle.

A red-tailed hawk with
sun intermittently illuminat-
ingrits red tail soared on
thermals, the sun smiled
and frowned on the Big
Hole, mixing its moods, rain
fell from darkening clouds
on the distant horizon and
the wind — unseasonably
warm on thig, the last

mid-morning, tired of the
eubicle curse that plagues
those of us who prefer
remoteness but are shackled
to the man and the mortgage
payment he so generously
allows us to pay.

I have no particular fear of
my guts ending up in the
belly of hungry covotes.

It's u cirele-of-life kind of
mentality. Dead is dead.

But after reading a recent
column, I was prompted to
call my wite and tell her to
Inok for my carcass along the
Cheyenne Ridge Trail should
I not return.

This is country where even
agile wind-whipped northern
harriers have wing flaps
spasmodically levering to
adjust for wind gusts,

The remoteness is what
draws people like me up here

.-.‘..j&_&; . sl e :1-_'

!

Fall is an ideal dme to mountain bike, hike or horseback ride

and what makes some
myopic people peeved.

This as close to natural &5
a natural area has to offer,

I pedaled through & draw
then ascended a rise and had
time on my soft coast down
the trail to feel that remote-
neas — stiff, brown buffalo
grass; waving wands of
blonde sideodts prama; cater-
pillar tents knitted to
erooked mountain mahogany
branches; sun splashing
down sweeping white roclk
slopes one minute then sud-
denly disappearing the next,
muting the entire landscape.

1 could senze the Big Hole
before seeing it

This geologic phenomenon
is the reasan for pedaling the
hour up this trail.

See SOAPSTOMNE | Paage 27

at Soapstone Natural Area and Red Mountain Open Space.

warmest day of the year —
actually held its breath for a
split second.

My cubicle never felt so
small, yot thankfully so far |
away, .

SOAPSTONE
RED MOUNTAI

TRAILS

All trails open to hiking,
mountain biking and he
back riding unless other
indicated:
Soapstone
& Cheyenne Rim Trail: 1
miles with connection t
Canyon Trail and Red
Mountain Open Space.
= Pronghom Loop: 7.5 §
loop with connection tc
Trail-and Sand Wash Tre
e Plover Trail: 7 miles, ¢
April 1- July 15 for gras
birds, connects to Pron
Loop and Sandwash Tr:
» Lindenmeier Overlool
mile paved trail
to pavilion with interpr
signs and seating. Hors
allowed.
= Mahogany Trail: 5 mi
with connection to Car
Trail and Pronghom Lo
Horses niot allowed.
» Towhee Trail: 3-mile |
hiking only with canne
Mahogany Trail and Ci
Trail
= Canyon Trail: 5 mile:
north edge of property
connection to Plover Ti
Red Mountain Open 5
Horses not allowed.
# Sand Wash Trail: 1.5
connects Canyon Trajl
Pranghom Loop. Hors:
allowed.

Red Mountain
= Bent Rock Traill: 2.3
easy, hiking only
& Sinking Sun Trail: 1.

easy

= Big Hole Wash Trail:
miles, easy, connects-1
Soapstone Natural Ar
= Ruby Wash Trail: 2.5
Basy

= Cheyenne Rim Trail:
miles, moderate to-di
connects to Soapston
Area
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BY MILES BLUMHARDT
milasbiumhardt@&coloradaan.com

Wyoming was on the wind
ag | stroked the creaking
mountain bike to the fop of
Cheyenne Ridpe.

Pumping not-as-young-as-
they-uged-to-be " lungs and
legs, my goal was as clear as
the' horizon was clondy, 1
would pedal as much of the
11.7-mile ' Cheyenne Ridge
Trail at Soapstone Prairie
Natural Area that eventually
lassos you into the Cowhoy
State as ['forecasted the build-
ing thunderstorms to the
northwest would allow,

Weather isn't an exact sci-
ence, you know,

S0 I huffed and puffed,
blowing, kind of, through the
curves and trail thoughtfully
constructed in and out of dry
washes and on the lee side of
ridges buoffered from the
unwavering Wyoming wind.
Thankfully, three-leaf’ sumag
in fall color resembling burn-
ing campfire embers of
American Indians who long
ago used this area to hunt buf-
falo and dotting the expansive
hillsides of tawny prasses
pulled me from my bike seat
for photo ops.

Don't quote me, but: pedal-
g up this trail that with each
stroke powered me toward
better ‘and better scenery, I
think [ had something like 28
square miles to myself midday
last week. At least, 1 didnt see
anybody, And that's esactly
what I wanted as I left my
office mid-morning, tired of
the cubicle curse that plagues
those of us who prefer remote-

See SDAPSTONE/Page C3

From oifice snace —
10 open space

Stunning Soapstone/Red Mtn. cure cubicle blues

&,&/]W jﬁ' 7";??5?‘??
www.coloradoanicom T“ppln,
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Hm1n5 by Miles BiumhardtThe Colomdoan

The Cheyenne Ridge Trail, above, offers stunning views of Red Mountain Open Space’s Big Hole. Pronghom antel-
op,-such as the ones shuwn at top, are com monly seen atsnapstma Matural Area near the 'ﬂfyumlng t:-umar



> Directions: Take Colorado Highway 1/
Terry Lake Road to County Road 15 north,
tum Aarth onto Rewhide Flats Road and con-
tinue north to the entrance station.

> Hours: Dawn to dusk, but bettar hurry as
the site is closed for winter starting Nov, 1

> Acres: 18,700

> Pets: Not allowed, even in vehicles

> Information: www.fcgov.com/nafuralar-
gl .

Red Mountain Open Space

> Directions: Take Colorado Highway 1
(Terry Lake Road) to Larimer County Road
15 (Waverly tumoff), Go left on County Road
1510 County Road 78, Go left on County
Hoad 78 to County Road 17, Go right on
County Road 17 fo County Road 80. Go left
on County Road 80 to County Road 19. Go
right on County Road 19 fo County Foad 21,

Go left on County Road 21 for about seven
miles to the trailhead parking area.

SOAPSTONE PRAIRIE NATURAL AREA/RED MOUNT

> Hours: Dawn to dusk, but better hurry as
the sites s closed for winter starting Nov, 1
> Acres: 15,000 are

> Pets: Not allowsd

= Information: www.larimer.org/naturalre-
sources/aramie foathills:m
Soapstone/Red Mountain
trails

All traits open o hiking, mountain biking and
horseback riding unless otherwise indicated:
Soapsione

= Cheyenne Rim Trail: 11.7 miles with

connection to Canyon Trail and Red
Mountain Open Space.

> Pronghom Loop: 7.5 mile loop with con-

nection to Plover Trall'and Sand Wash Trail
> Plover Trall: 7 miles, closed April 1- July
15 for grassland birds: connects to '
Pronghom Loop and Sandwash Trail

> Lindenmeier Overlook: 1/4 mile paved
trail to pavilion with interpretive signs and
seating. Horses not allowed.

Oct. 29, 2009 www.liierﬁmudﬂemrder.mm

LARIMER COUNTY O ITDOORS

Guided Hikes and Programs
Saturday, Nov. 21

# i

AIN OPEN SPACE

> Mahegany Trail: 5 mile trail with connec-

tion ta Ganyon Trall and Pronghom Loop.

Horses not allowed.
> Towhee Trail: 3-mile foop for hiking only
witih eoninection to Mahogany Traill and
Canyon Trai ogany |

> Canyon Trail: 5 mile trall on north edge of

- property with connection to Plover Trail and

Red Mountain Open Space. Horses not
it AL R

> Sand Wash Trail: 1.5 miles connects.
Canyon Trall and Pronghorn Loop, Horses
not allowed, :
> Bent Rock Trail: 2.3 miles, easy, hiking
only :
> Sinking Sun Trail: 1.2 miles, easy

> Big Hole Wash Trail: 2.8 miles, easy,
connects to Soapstone Natural Area

> Ruby Wash Trail: 2.5 miles, easy

> Cheyenne Rim Trall: 3.6 miles, moderate
E:amﬂlﬂtmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ 1o Soapstone Natural

Thursday Reporter-Herald  October 27, 2009

Time slots are filled for
county’s firewood program

FORT COLLINS

firewood program have been
— HRe- filled.

“What Would the Pilgrims Eat?" 9 am,
Join' naturalists Caroline and Jay for a
holiday walk around the Wild Loop at the
Devils Backbone in search of wild edibles
worthy of the pilgrims' table, Please wear
sturdy shoes and bring water for the trail,
Approximately three-hour program, For
questions please call Rob at 970-679-455].

009 Bald Eagle Watches:

Tuesday, Nov. 17, at 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 21, at 9 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 25, at 4:30 P

To learn more about Larimer County’s
parks and open spaces, visit our Web site at

www.Larimer.org/NaturalResources.

fas et Recader—
LARIMER COUNTY OUTDOORS
Guided Hikes and Programs
Friday, Oct. 2

Unveiling of Art Inspired by Larimer
County Open Spaces, 5 to 7 p.ni, at the
Cache Bank & Trust at 100 5. College Ave.
Fort Collins. Larimer County Open Lands
2009 Visual Artist of the Year, Diane Find-
ley, will unveil several paintings inspired
by Larimer County Open Spaces at a show
entitled “Open Landscape Paintings” To
learn more about the Open Lands Visual
Artist Program, please visit the website at
www.Larimer.org/openlands/artist.htm

Saturday, Oct. 3

“Red Mountain’s Golden Eagles,” 9 a.m.
to noon: Join naturalist and former veteri-
narian Bob for a wildlife hike highlighting
Red Mountains highflying majestic resi-
dent, the Golden Eagle. The Open Space
trailhead is located 25 miles north of Fort
Collins off of CR15, Program lasts approxi-
mately 3 hours. Sign up is required. Con-
tact: Justin Scharton at 970-679-4489 or
jscharton@larimer.org,

Pl B e s e —

L=

7

served time slots for the
Larimer County Department
of Natural Resources' free

People can check for can-
celed tnime slots at www
Jarimerorg/firewood.  Click
“Sign up for one of the time
slots”; click the drop-down

| for “Time Slot"; select a time

{slot that is not full, and re-
serve that time slot by filling
in your name and e-mail ad-
dress, and then elicking "Re-
serve Collection Time.”

-

Tuesday Reporter-Herald Movember 3, 2009

Voters choose Findley art

LARIMER COUNTY — On-
line voters have. chosen a
painting titled “The Poudre
River' to represent the 2009
Open Lands Visnal Artist of
the Year Diane Findley:

The vibrant landscape
piece is based on the area
where the' Pleasant Valley

————

‘Trail parallels the river cortl-

dor in the LaPorte area.
dn]i was chosen from <
dozen pieces created D
Findley during her tenure a
this year's Dpe;&-iands Vis
tist of the Yean |
E ?i]:i;ley wanted the puhh
to choose which of b
paintings would hang in th
County Courthouse for
syt year ¥
nL‘:uring took place onlil
during October and at a
ception, and more than 5
£s were cask.
m’:’he painting will be de
cated at a reception with 1
county  COMIMISSIONEES

January.
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BY BOBBY MAGILL Soon 1o be the recipient of Department of Natural looking over the property. The

For Lowland Connection the Colorado Lottery’s Resources outreach specialist, county plans to construct a

Starburst Director’s Choica is nothing if not proud of the formal trailhead for EKruger

With Longs Peak shroudéd  award, Hermit Park Open 1,362-acre property, full of Rock within Hermit Prirk, she

in clouds and Kruger Rock Space, a former Agilent secluded campsites, hiking said,

looming over a broad meadow,  Technologies and Hewlett- trails and pastoral views, Hermit Park’s extensive

Kerry Rollins boumced her Packard private employee “Tt's just a family place.” campgrounds offer sites widely

Chevy Suburban along a gray-  resort southeast of Estes Park, Rollins said while taking two  spread apart, some nestled
el road last week to show off opened to the public in 2007 Larimer County Open Space beneath pnarled trees and

one of Larimer County's after the county purchased 15, Adwvisory Board members ona’  boulders near prime moosa
newest open space parks, Rolling, Larimer County tour of Hermit Park, and el habitat.

The Starburst award, which The campgrounds are so
will be presented to the county  nice and offer so much seclu-
this week, honms the county's  sion to campers, they're better
use of a $700,000 Great than the campsites nearby
Crutdoors Colorado grant, Rocloy Mountain National
which helped purchase the Park offers, advisory board
property, The county launched  member Frank Gillespie said.

a major capital campaign to Mozt of the campsites are
Saturday Reporter-Herald October 24, 2009 buy Hermit Park for $6.5 mil-  scheduled to be refurbished
= - L lion in 2007, and upgraded, however,
i rded for Hermit Pa Larimer County Department  The ultimate goal for
Lanme,r Comty s Fir e of Natural Resources District  Hermit Park, Fleming said, is
FORT COLLINS — The _Cnlum'du Lottery has | Manager Chris Fleming said  for it to be financially self-sus-
awarded a 2009 Starburst Director's Choice Award Hermit Pl dpenad to the o
to Larimer County for using lottery dollars to help Gaihlie fri phisee wilh sy Clitrantlip it is partially
purchase the Hermit Park Open Space. more improvements to come.  furided by the county’s Help
The award will be presented to the Larimer Cne of the open space’s Preserve Ohpen Space sales
County commissioners at their regular meeting biggest attractions is Eruger  tax. but eventually, entrance,
Tuesday. Rock, a towering promontory  camping and lodging fees will
The Larimer County Department of Natural Re- in Roosevelt National Forest fully fund the park, she said.
sources used a $700,000 Great Outdoors Colorado L S

grant to help purchase and preserve the 1,300-acre
parcel near Fstes Park formerly owned by Agilent
Technologies.

The county now manages the park's B0 camp- —
sites, 15 rustic log cahing and trails that connect to
existing Forest Service trails on adjacent property.

“This is a great use of lottery funds to preserve a

large area of open space, allowing wildlife to sur- [{::Ulllﬂll[nii.v (“ONNECr—r I Q)N

vive and thrive without the loss of habitat,” said

Colorado Lottery Director Jack Boehm. Phutugs wanted to Saturday, October 10, 2009 » 21
Agilent Technologies sold the land to the county ca X ;
for $2.2 million less than its appraised value of pture nature scene
%8.7 million. Larimer County
A campaign by the Frieniiljs SUFJIEiﬁIET O:IEL'L‘.thY Ezfartmenl of Natural -
Parks and Open Lands raised $1.2 million to help aurees is recruiting peo- . T
with the pLEEl&SE. - ple interested in photography:. E“’L" Foc GO fdl]il"l;; 2
Other funding came from grants and open space ml:ﬂéigiléa t?:r:a nrﬁiﬂd to be in ! pen space ca
! v : B THCUres 0 H
sales tax rex_eenue. | ha mcrezﬁ:ing ul:; e add holiday dates
ty's parks and open spaces. Reservations have heen
If you have an interest in expanded for the camper cab-
Ehll:rltpgraph}r, contact CJ ins at Hermut Park Open
Reporter-Hers ullins at 679-4552. Space, two miles south of
WFGRT;:I&L:}MI?EFI& s For more information, visit Estes Park, to include
wwwlarimer.orgfnatural Thanksgiving eve,
Learn abo i EEGULTDH Thanksgiving Day,
: ut Red Mountain | Christmas eve, and New
Larimer County Parks and Year's ove,
Open Space will offer a pro-| To make reservations, visit
gram on the culture of Red | www.larimercamping com_or
Mountain Open Space at call (800) 397-7795.
< am. Saturday, November through
. Red Mountain Open Space March, these cabins are
Is located 25 miles north of usually reservable only for
Fort Collins, between Inter- Fridays, Saturdays, and
state 25 and UI.S, 287, Sundays.
The: easy hike will last (ff-season rates remain at
about three hours and will 350 per night.
focus on the land's ancient For information about
and contemporary uses. Hermit Park Open Space,
AE vigit www . larimer.org
- Imaturalresources/

hermitpark:htm
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Astronomy viewing events
open to the public

Area residents have two opportunities
for seeing stars.

At 7:30-11 pm. Friday the Little
Thompson Obseryatory at 850 Spartan
Ave. by Berthoud High School - in
Berthoud will be open for Public Star
Night,

Drs. Trene and Stephen Little of Estes
park will talk about “Time and Calen-
dars.” including the calendars of ancient
peoples such as the Mayan, Inca and
Anasazi, and how these calendars are
atill of interest today. Visitors will be able
to Inok through the large 18-inch tele-
scope at various celestial objects.

Parking will be available east of
Berthoud High School. For details, call
§13-7793 or visit www.starkids.org.

At 6:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 23, “Astrono-
my at Fossil Creek” will take place as the
Narthern Colorado Astronomical Soci-
ety holds a program at Fossil Creek
Reservoir Open Space, one mile west of
Interstate 25 on Carpenter Road, Fort
Collins.

Participants can enjoy Views of the
constellations, satellites and meteors.
Visitors can try several types of tele-
scopes and get close-up views of the
moon's craters, mountains amd basins.
Bring binoculars for tips on sky tArgets.

The event may be canceled due to
cloudy skies or high winds. Dress for
colder evening temperatures and bring
along a folding chair.

The three-hour program is free and
open to the public. Check wwwaicas
tro.org for event status and visible plan-
ats. Contact Rob Novak at 679-4561 for
more information.

— Reporter-Herald staff

#

Guided hikes in

Public input sought on

plan to boost park fees

FORT COLLINS — 'The
Larimer County, Parks Advi- |
sory Board will meet at
530 pm. Tuesday in the
Boyd Lake Room at the |
Larimer County Courthouse
Elﬂinea Building, 200 W, Dak
St

Thie board will consider a
final recommendation to the
county commissioners 'on
proposed park permit fee in-
creases for 2010. The public
is invited to attend and offer
comments on the proposed
changes. .

Other agenda topics in-
clude a final contraet recom-
mendation for the Estes Val-
ley Campground Partner-
ship, a status update on Big |
Thompson Canyon  public
dccess and the Carter Lake
Sail Club license renewal, |

_ For details, call Gary Buff- |
ngton, Natural Resources
director, 679-4560,

— Reporter-Herald staff
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Saturday, Oct. 10 at 10 am. “The
Elk Rut.” Join naturalist Bob for a
program dedicated to the Rockies'
most charismatic four-legged eritter
— the elk — at Hermit Park Open
Space, located just southeast of the
town of Estes Park, off of Hwy 36.
This stationary program, at the Her-
mit's Cabin, will describe the rut sea-
son, talk about the importance of elk
habitat, and give insight into their
amazing adaptations. A perfect way to
spend the morning before a hike to
Homestead Meadows or Kruger Rock.

Saturday Oct. 17 at 9 a.m. “12,000
Years in the Making - Culture of Red
Mountain Open Space.” Join natural-
ist Thom for a morning dedicated to
the fascinating cultural histoty of Red
Mountain Open Space, located 25
miles north of Fort Collins, off of
CR15. Thom will take you through
ancient land uses and more contempo-
rary times as you engage in the area’s
most recent use — hiking. Approxi-

mately three-hour program. Hike rat-
ing; easy. Please dress appropriately
for |he weather, and bring plenty of
water for the trail, Registration re-

quired — please visit

www.larimer.org/naturalresources/reg-
istration/ Lo sign up.

Saturday, Oct. 17 at 5 p.m. “Bear
Necessities.” Naturalist and former
veterinarian Bob will give this pro-
gram about local bears and how they
prepare for the wintertime. Meet at
the hrand new outdoor classroom at
the Devil’s Backbone Open Space, lo-
cated west of Loveland off of Hwy 34.
Approximately one-hour stationary
program. No registration required.

Saturday, Oct. 31 at 5:30 p.m.
“Owloween at Horsetooth Mountain
Open Space.” Join naturalist Bob for
a full-moon hike dedicated to some
spooky nocturnal critters at Horse-
tooth Mountain Open Space, located
just west of Fort Collins off of GR38E.
This short moonlight hike will give
you insight into owls, and other noe-
turnal eritters that have long cap-
tured people's attention. Approxi-
mately two-hour program. Hike
rating: Basy. Registration required.
Please go to www.larimerorgiatural-
resources/registration/ to sign up.

Please direct questions to Rob at
OT0-679-4561.

To learn more about Larimer
County's parks and open spaces, go to
wwwlarimer. org/naturalresources,
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