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Natural Resource
Grants Available
in Larimer County

Larimer Countys Small Grants FPro-
gram is an initiative of the Larimer Coun-
ty Department of Natural Resources
(Open Lands Program with the intent of
dispersing a portion of the Help Preserve
Crpen Spaces sales tax dollars throughout
the county for projects related to the “pro-
tection and enhancement of open space
on public and private lands” Since 1998,
a total of 88 community projects have re-
ceived approximately $113,000 in fund-
ing:

As a result of Peter Forbes' recent "Whole
Communities” workshops, and in-an effort
to do a better job of connecting people
and communities to the land, the Tarimer
County Open Lands Advisary Board ap-
proved expansion of the small grants pra-
A,

Three new grant catégories were add-
ed: agriculture, increased access to open
spaces, and research on open spaces. The
original category designation — protection
or enhancement of open space, trails, natu- -
ral areas, wildlife habitat, river areas, and
wetlands on private or public land — was
maintained. The program was renamed to
Small Grants for Community Partnering,
and total funding increased to $20,000 an-
nually for individual awards up to 52,000
per project.

The 2010 Small Grants for Community
Partnering grant ¢vcle has begun, Applica-
tions are due Wednesday, Oct, 14 at3 p.m.,
with awards anneunced by February 2010,
Applicants are encouraged to read through
the selection -criteria and to contact Sue
Burke, Coordinator for Small Grants for
Community Partnering, with questions.

Application forms, selection cCriteria,
and other information may be obtained by
these methods:

B Online at www. Larimerorg/Parks/
OpenLands/SmallGrants.htm,

B Larimer County Department of Natu-
ral Resources: Application packets may be
picked up at the Bison Visitor Center at
1800 5. County Road 31, Loveland, or

B By Mail: Contact Sue Burke at the La-
timer County Department of Natural
Resources at 970-679-4566 or SBurke@
Larimerorg to request an application by
mail.

Fossil Creek
Reservoir Regional
Open Space

= Quiet time: This place is
lucked behind 4 rise that sepa-
rates you from the noise of a
busy Larimer County Road 32.

There are two trails that head
east and west from the parking

lob. Nelther is overly exciting as
far as scenery goes. The 1.2-mile
Cattail Fiats Trail to the east is
the better chaice. If vou would
rather sit and contemplate rather

——

Program
Offers Free
Firewood

Free firewood 14 available to the public
in return for assisting with stacking slash
and/or relocating firewood for one hour
prior to loading and hauling it away,

Larimer County Department of Natural
Resources encourages individuals inter-

County Briefs

e

ested in participating in the 2009 Firewood
Collection Program to check our Web site
at www.Larimerorg/firewood for start
dates. No firewood is currently available
and there is not a wait lisL. '

All information regarding start dates and
how to sign up will be made available via a
press release and the Web site at www.Lar-
imer.org/firewood, Individuals are encour-
aged o sign up to receive press releases
by e-mail under the Subscription Section
at www.Larimerorg. Go to www.Larimer.
org/naturalresources,
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Volunteers wanted '
for gardening duties

Huorticulture voluntears
known as Thrt Devils are
needed to support the gardens
at Larimer County's Fossil
Creek Reservoir Regional
()pen Space, between

Loveland and Fort Collins,

-and at the Bison Visitor
Center, near Carter Lakg,

For more information, call
6794552,

Loveland Conmection staff
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Local gardening
volunteers needed

Dirt Devils are needed to support
the gardens at Larimer County's
Fossil Creck Reservor Regional

Center, near Carter Lake,
For maore information, eall 678-
45562

Loveland Connectior staff

lr;an hike, the wildlife viewing
pler is an excellent option,

> Where: Along Larimer County
Road 32, just west of Interstate 75
> Hours: Bawn to dusk

> Gost Free

Us/naturalresources

|||
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Larimer 73~

Horticulture volunteers known as

(Open Space, between Loveland and
Fort Collins, and at the Bison Visitor

> Information: Larimer County
Natural Resources, {370) B79-
4570 or www.co.larimer.co
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Volunteer
and Keep
Learning

Story, photo by Deborah Huth Price

BERTHOUD RECORDER

Last week, [ led a workshop fora
group of master naturalists from the City
of Fort Collins. As always, I came away
rejuvenated by their energy. They teach
meas much as [ teach them. These vol-
unteers spend hundreds of hours leading
programs in natural areas for schoal
groups, families and private groups; and
they bring their own enthusiasm and
curiosity to each outing.

Enjoying the outdoors is one thing
— sharing what you know with others
and continuing the learning process on
the way brings an even greater reward.
Larimer County Natural Resources and
the City of Fort Collins Natural Areas
Program both have excellent volunteer
opportunities that provide avenues to

0utd ocrgrhur Back Door

explore the outdoors, learn more about
the environment and meet a wide variety
of ather volunteers with varied interests
and backgrounds,

C.]J. Cullins, Volunteer Program Coor-
dinator for the Larimer County Depart-
mient of Natural Resources, says that
since she was hired in January the county
has, "gone straight into a strategic plan-
ning process inclusive of creating policies
and procedures, a new volunteer data-
base ... all in an effort to provide a better,
more organized volunteer experience.”

Cullins reports that in 2008, volunteers
donated nearly 30,000 hours to parks and
open spaces, equating to over $400,000 of
donated time and energy. Opportunities
range from providing public programs
and guided hikes to assisting with other
projects at various open spaces,

Volunteer opportunities with the
county include a tree planting project in
October at Horsetooth Reservoir and a
prairie dog monitoring project at several
sites in September and October.

The City of Fort Collins Natural
Areas Program also provides extensive
opportunities for volunteers to get
involved. Master naturalists com-
plete a 50-hour training, offered
each spring, that prepares them for
leading hands-on field trips and
public programs. If speaking
in public is not your thing,
master naturalist assistants

Get Involved

B Larimer County Natural Resotirces, C.J.
Cullins, 970-679-4552, ccullins@larimer.org.
Web site: wwwi.colarimer.co.us/
naturalresources/volunteer

W City of Fort Collins Matural Areas
Program, Sue Kenney, 970-224-6118,
skenney@fcgov.com (for Master Naturalist
program); Susan Schafer, 970-416-2480,
sschafer@fcgov.com {for all other volunteer
opportunities); Web site: www.fcgov.com/
naturalareasivolunteers.php

provide support in a variety of ways.

Other opportunities with Fort Collins
include trailhead ambassadors (who
welcome visitors and answer questions),
volunteer ranger assistants, gardeners
and group projects such as weed pulling
or litter clean up.

Fort Collins properties range as far
south as Bobcat Ridge Natural Area in
Masonville to the newly-opened Soap-
stone Prairie near the Wyoming border.

Education is a life-long process. Even as
an environmental educator, | am con-
stantly learning more about nature and
how we interact with the natural world
every day. | am also aware of how much
I still have to learn, and amazed that [
have the benefit of incredible
volunteers who walk with

me down that path.

Fort Collins Master
Maturalist Kimberly
Tamkun shows a bear
skull to kindergarten
students visiting
Bobcat Ridge.
L EAat ﬂ,&"t
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Straight Talk on County Budget

By Jamie Folsom
BrarHoOUD REcORDER

How does Larimer County budget? That
was the basic question at this month’s coun-
ty commissioner citizen meeting Wednes-
day morning. Larimer County Commis-
sioner Tom Donnelly and Budget Director
Bob Keister sat down with several citizens,
as well as Berthoud’s Interim Town Ad-
ministrator Gary Suiter and State Rep. B.].
Nikkel, to look at Larimer’s “budgeting for
results” process.

Keister explained the new process gives
commissioners a chance to prioritize bud-
get items within each category, such as law
enforcement and public facilities, and then
make their funding decisions within that
context. The previous method was to make
uniform cuts or increases across all depart-
ments and services,

But, he noted, having a more finely tuned
process and making cutbacks now is essen-
tial, because they expect budget shortfalls
— "a huge reduction in 2012" — due to the
econony, and falling property tax income,
Keister said they are preparing for that
drop off so they can “do a few things well
instead of a lot of things poorly”

“We are using the criteria questions to
help us rank our priority services and how
to fund them.” Keister noted.

The budget picture also has to include
state and federal program funding, so Keis-
ter explained it is difficult to predict many
items, and yet, “We believe the citizens
want us to make the difficult decisions, not
to spread the butter evenly,” he said.

They also noted that some funding is
regulated as well as mandated, and those
items take top priority. Keister added that
keeping the county’s good financial rating,
for instance, requires 10 percent be held in
reserve, The funds that are set aside show
credibility for the county’s financial manage-
ment practices and help absorb short-term
fuctuations in the total financial picture

Rep. Nikkel asked about county fi-
nances onling, similar to the standards the
state now uses as a result of the “Taxpayer
Iransparency Act” she co-sponsored this
year. Keister responded they are expanding
their Web site to provide that kind of trans-
parency. All expenditures and employee
compensation numbers are online, as well
as home appraisals, sex offender maps, and
timely and accurate information from all
county departments.

Donnelly and Keister added that new
features, such as a citizen comments fo-
rum, county update subscription service,
informational videos, and public health
reports on businesses is expected to be on-
line by next week.

In addition to the budget, citizens dis-
cussed their concerns on pine beetle infes-
tation, program alternatives for the justice
system and roadwork on County Road 17
near Berthoud.

Dannelly, who meets with Berthoud con-
stituents on a monthly basis, said he will be
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Phierte by Jamie Folsom

Larimer County Budget Director Bob Keister, left, was the special guest at County Commis-
sioner Tom Donnelly's monthly breakfast meeting with Berthoud citizens.
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attending a 10-county budget conference
in September, and has schefuled his next
breakfast in Berthoud for Oct. 28. His spe-
cial guest will be Linda Hoffmann who will

2009 Estimated Sources

internal Transfers
ki3

Proporty Taxes
Fi%

take questions on regulating horse board-
ing facilities.

For the full budget: www.Larimer.org/
budget.
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Commissioners:
They fall under
state jurisdiction

By Paviera Dickman
Feiropmm-Hearn Stars Wirnm

FORT COLLINS — BResi-
dents have asked Larimer
County to remove a devel-
oper's signs posted along
L5, 34 near the entrance (o
the Devil's Backbone adver-
tising nearby homes for
sale.

Because the location is
actually on a state right of
way, the Larimer County
commissioners declined to
do so.

Commissioner Steve
Johnmsonm;, at a Toesday
meeting, argued that the
Colorado Department of
Transportation should en-
force their own rules in-
stead of looking to the
county.

“They won't enforce their
own policy?™ he said.

“They did during political
time. We all had our signs
stolen — all right, bor-
rowed.”

Marc Engomoen, public
works director, and Dale
Miller, road and bridge di-
rector, had asked the coun-
ty commissioners Tuesday
if they wanted county park
rangers to enforce the state
sign mules at just that loca-
tion, where the county has
received complaints.

“Their advertisement is
somebody else’s eyesore,”
said Engomoen. “Their
benefit is somebody else's
nujsance. Their gain is
somehody else's loss,”

He and Miller said it
makes sense because the
rangers are already there,
the state has given the
county permission, resi-
dents are complaining and
it is adjacent to a county
Open space,

However, developer Greg
Wild, who is responsible for
the signs in question, said
to'de so would be a move
to “usurp CDOT control.”

Two of the three commis-
sioners, Johnson and Tom
Donnelly, agreed that it is
not the county's place to
enforce rules on state prop-
EILy.
"I think it's very danger-
ous for us having our guys

Split the road,
split the bill

Larimer and Weld counties are

splitting the bill to pave a two-
imile stretch of County Road 1
from Emssmads Boulevard o
Us: 34,

That road s also known &
County Line Road because the
east half is in Weid County and
the west half s in Larimes,

The fast hatf mile of the area
1o be paved was annexed by
Johnstown and is not In either
unincorporated county,

The town has informed county
officials that it can't afford the
$350,000 to pave its portion.

S0 rather than pave 2ll but a
half mile and to benefit the res-
idents who drive on the road,
Larimas and Weld county com-
mitssioners agreed to each pitch
in 175,000 and cover John-
stown's partion,

Commissioner Steve Johnsan
agreed fo the move, but noted
that towns should not annex
areas if they an't afford the
costs of the mads.

The entire project will cost
51,178 million, which s less
than the 1.4 million engineers
estimated it would cost,

— Pamela Didiman

working in CDO1"s rights of
way,” said Donnedly.

“l think our insurance
carrier  would feel the
same.”

And enforcing state rules
in one location is opening
the county to similar re-
quests in other areas, ac-
cording to Johnson.

The third commissioner,
Kathay Rennels, agreed
with staff that it makes
sense to keep the rules con-
sistent with county and
state policy.

However majority rules,
so the county will not en-
force sign tules on that
piece of state property.

However, county staff will
continue to enforce the reg-
ulations on county property
and remove all signs on a
complaint-only basis.

People hosting open
houses will get a pass on
weekends.

The COmmissioners
agreed those signs will be
allowed Saturdays and Sun-
days throughout the year,
and Mondays on official
holiday weekends,

7

AT~ s
September programs offered * -~/ -

at Larimer County Open Space

Larimer County Parks and Open
Space will offer several programs to the
public in September,

* "Geology: It's not just for breakfast
anymore” will feature an easy two-hour
walk through the Bent Rock Canyon to
explore its geology. The free hike will
start at 9 a.m. Saturday at Red Mountain
Open Space, Registration is required at
wwwlarimer.org/naturalresourees
{registration.

* “Bear Aware” at Hermit Park Open
Space will feature the Colorado Division
of Wildlife's bear-aware education tedm
who will diseuss recreating and camp-
ing in bear country, The team will be at
the Hermit's Cabin at Hermit Park 9
am.-noon Saturday, Sept. 12. The pro-
gram is free; but a $6/car entrance per-
Tt s required.

* In "The Elk Rut” at Red Mountain
Open Space, a naturalist will lead partic-
ipants on a short hike and discuss the
importance of the area to migratin
wildlife. The program begins at 8:30 a,mg
Saturday, Sepl. 12, and is free. Registra-
tion required at wwwlarimerorg
(maturalresources/ registration:

* Attention will turn to bears dt 8:30
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 19, as a volufteer
naturalist presents the "Bear Necessi:
tes” program on how local bears pre-
pare for winter. The one-hour program

will take place at Devil's Backbone Open
Space. The program is free. No regisira-
tion necessary,

Yor more information on naturalise-
led talks and walks, call 679-4561,

— Reporter-Herald staff

cote RaperN 32559
LARIMER %
COUNTY

Help needed at
Chimney Hollow

Open Space

Larnmer County Depart-
ment of Matural Respurces is
seeling volunteers to help stack
branches into slash piles at
Chimney Hollow Open Space.

Chimney Hollow iz near
Carter Lake southwest of
Loveland.

Volunteers must be able to
work a four-hour shift, ke
short distances on uneven ter-
rain and bend or stoop to pils
branches. Staff will provide a
short history and education
program on the open space.

For more information or to
volunteer, call (870) 679-4552,
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the Larimer County Fire
wood Collection Program, |

visit www.larimer.org/fire
wood, ‘

For more information on |

Aug. 27, 2009 www.BerthoudRecorder.com

Monday, Sept. 7 =

Larimier County offices will be
closed for the Labor Day holiday.

County Briefs:

The Larimer County Department of
Matural Resources is recruiting photogra-
phy enthusiasts to join our ranks and go
out in' the field to get pictures of visitors
recreating in our parks and open spaces,
If you have a passion for catching the mo
ment please contact C] Cullins, Volunteer
Program Coordinator at 970-679-4552 or
by e-mail at ccullins@larimer.org

Go Where Nobody's Allowed to Go

The Larimer County Department of
Natural Resources is also seeking volun-
teers to help stack branches into slash piles
al Chimney Hollow Open Space. It is one
of the most stunning open spaces in the
system. Chimney Hollow is located near

LARIMER COUNTY QUTDOORS
GUIDED HIKES AND PROGRAMS
Saturday, Aug, 29

“Red Mountain: The Whole Enchilada”
5§:30 a.m. We bring it all together dur-
ing this 2.5 mile-walk through the Red
Mountain Open Space, located 25 miles
north of Fort Collins, between 125 and
Hwy 287. Led by an experienced Larimer
County Naturalist, this program will cover
the areds fascinating and unigue plants,
animals, ecology, gealogy, history, and pre-
history. Three-hour program. Registration
required. Please go to www.Larimer.org/
NaturalResources/Registration to sign up.

Saturday, Sept. 5

“Geology: Its Mot Just For Breakfast
Anymore” 9 a:m. Join naturalist and rock
hound Carl for a hike at Red Mountain
Open Space. Carl will take you on a walk
through the Bent Rock Canyon to explore
the geologic wonders of this brand new
open space. Hike rating: Easy. Three-hour
program. Please wear appropriate footwear
and clothing and bring water for the trail.
Registration required. For more details

* contact Rob at 970-679-4551,

Picture This!

LARIMER
COUNTY

VT
MM

Carter Lake southwest of Loveland. Staff
will provide a short history and education
program and the volunteers will be the first
visitors to access this open space before it
is formally open to the public. For details
contact CJ Cullins, Volunteer Program Co-
ordinator, at 970-679-4552 or at by e-mail
at ccuﬂins@]arimer.urg.

~ HEitd T-¢-0]
Whed district starts
appointment-only hours

FORT COLLINS — Effec-
tive Tuesday, the Larimer
County Weed District office
will be open only by ap-
pointment during the off-
Season of  September
through March.

Anyone who needs to meet
with a weed district repre-
sentative should call 498-
5768 1o set up an appont-
ment.

Normal office hours of
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. will resume
i il.

i ﬁii Reporter-Herald staff
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