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Feportus-Herald Wmn-'EﬂEEElﬂ-IF&SIUS
The view, looking south, from Wyoming into Colorado on the top of Cheyenne Rim Trail. Larimer County Parks and Open Spaces will be having a
grand opening of Red Mountain Open Space and Soapstone Prairie Natural Area on Saturday and Sunday.

County’s largest piece of public land opens to public Saturday

By PaniEra Dicxmvan _
ReporrEnR-Herain Stasy WaITeR Lah =0

he bright sun emphasized

the vibrant green grasses

and eye-catching red rocks
that seemed to stretch for miles
on a recent morning,

“It changes hour to hour, the shadows and the
hues™ Joel Wykoff said of Red Mountain Open
Space — Larimer County’s largest open space set
to open Saturday alongside Fort Collins' largest ,
Open space. e - - 2o -

“It’s a wonderful piece of property.” Trails and Open Land Projects Supervisor Joel Wykoff, left, talks with John Bender, a

Wykoff would know: trail crew worker, at the top of Cheyenne Rim Trail in Red Mountain Open Space on

He has spent the past 20 months heading a crew  Thursday,
that cleaned up and built eight miles of trails on
Red Mountain Open Space, which borders
Wyoming, if You Go

The neighboring Soapstone Prairie, more rolling
fields and hills, has 28 miles of trail, some of which Resitterts ame welcome ' explor Rad ing ceremaonies held at both open spaces si-

connect to Red Mountain’s trails. | Mountain Open Space and Scapstone Prairie multaneoushy.
The new open spaces are part of a larger partner- | Open Space all day Saturday and Sunday. = Sam, Saturday — Guided wildflower
ship. | during their grand apenings. walk begins at Red Mountain Open Space

The city of Fort Collins and Larimer County Both open spaces will have activity booths, (2.3 milles, rated easy)
worked with Legacy Land Trust, the Nature Conser- | mountain bike tours and guided walks * 1230 pm. Saturday — Ram Nation Drum-
vancy and Great Outdoors Colorado to save more | throughout the weekend, mers, north traiihead at Soapstone Praire
than 55,000 acres from future development. The open space staff reminds visitors to Mare information on the open spaces and

The Laramie Foothills Mountains (o Plains Pro-  bring plenty of water and food because both  grand opening events, schaduled throughout
ject protects a diverse habitat that stretches from  locations are remote, 25 miles north of Fort  June, is available anline at
Interstate 25 to the foothills and north Larimer  Collins. * wwwedcgoy,com/naturatareas/finder/soap
County 1o Wyoming. Much of that stll is being Highlights include: stone

* 1130 am. Sunday — Offical grand open- = www/arimeron
SEE OpeN, Pace A2
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From Page A1

farmed and ranched and
is not open to the public.

But a portion of it, the
15,000-acre Red Mountain
Open Space and the
20,000-acra Soapstone
Prairie, will open this
weekend.

Residents will be able to
explore the trails and en-
joy the rolling meadows,
arroyos, vistas  and a
canyon dubbed “The Big
Hole.”

They also can celebrate
the history of human in-
teraction on the property,
dating back 12,000 years
and including American
Indian ‘cultures and set-
tlers,

Soapstone  Prairie in-
cludes the renowned Lin-
denmeier archaeological
site, excavated in the
19305, as well as stone
rings and other examples
of history. A quarter-mile
paved trail, which is hand-
icapped-accessible, leads
to an overlook of the site.

Both open spaces are

¥ ¢

Soapstone Prairie ha

S quarter-mile paved trail

Good 0 know
* Dogs are ot allowed on either  open daily from dusk 1l dawn.
Red Mountain o Saapstone Prairie - * Trails join the two open spaces.
open spaces beciuse of the sensi-  + The Cheyenne it Trail o Red -
tive habitats and wildlife popula- Mountain Open Space allows peo-
e S b i 'ﬂemhhmnﬁ“mﬁnammtu
«Fof he same easons, the open . Wyoming, onto the Big
s;gemﬂdnﬂi:rfﬁmﬂs  Space owned by the dity of %
_f‘ﬁghﬂ!mmm * Horses are allowed at both open
tain and Soapstane Prairie will be ib o 3
: s
tich with history tains o Plains Project.

I modemn-day exploters
should see physical signs of
the past (tools, Folsom
points' or other artifacts),
they should leave them he,
according  to KLy
Cameron, Larimer County's
open lands director.

Cameron, who has built
Larimer  County's open
space program from scratch,
will leave her job a week af-
ter the grand opening,

She believes that those
who follow her will continue
that legacy and fill in gaps in
the Laramie Foothills Moun-

And with road work and
last-minute  details being
completed this week — and
all the rain of recent weeks ——

Cameron  expects  some

Lynn- bright greens for the grand

openings, U L
“It's beautiful in any color,”

she said. “But it's not often

You get to see it like this”

COMING UP: Check out the Dutpost
section in Thursday's Reporter-Herald
for more details on the {rails; scenery
and upcoming guided hikes at Red
Mauntain Open Space and Soapstone
Prairie Natural Area,
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Visitors take a sneak peak Thursday at the Red Mountain Open Space walk over Sand Creek as they hike the Bent Rock Trail in northern
Larimer County, The area opens Saturday to the pblic.

Wikd, Wild West

27,000 acres of trails, views, vistas open this weekend

BY MILES BLUMHARDT
milesblumherdli@ecoloradoan.oom
A lofty idea that has ebbed and flowed
for the past 30 years will finally come to
fruition Saturday when more than 27 000
acres of public land will be officially
opened to the public,

Saturday and Sunday
will mark the grand
ppening celebration of y

the 8,000-acre Red

Mountain Open Space

and 19,000-acre -

Soapstone Prairie WATGH IT BH;

Natural Area. The prop- | COLORADOAN.CON

erties, managed by the  Log on to www,

%.{-n;ﬁri;ner County Natural | coloradoan.com
urces Department fxplore to v

and city of Fort Collins video m:ﬁap‘:m

Natural Areas P : gﬂﬂﬁ‘l'.}' o)

respectively, will include i

50 miles of trails for hik-

ing, mountain biking and horseback riding

as well as valued cultural sites and views

and vistas from stunning redrock moun-

. tains to grassy plains that conjure up

Rich Abrahamson/The Coloradean  1mages of the Old West,

T, s my kids will
A swallow flles past mud nests along the Bent Rock Trall in Sand Creek Canyon of mm;'},ﬁ‘iﬂ,ﬂ‘ :;én fuu HI,E" m;::;i;lﬁ E;ke
Red Mountaln Open Space.

See WILD/Page C3




Wild
Continued from Page C1

and enjoy the vistas " said
John Bender, a trail crew
member with Larimer County
Parks and Open Lands who
worked on the trails at Red
Mountain, “Bot I'm really glad
that we will be preserving a
natu-ral and eultural history
of the Front Range”

The conjoined properties
have been somewhat contro-
versial because of their loca-
tion much closer to the
Wyoming border than Fort
Collins. Also, the entire
553,400-acre Laramie Foothills
Project, of which Red
Mountain and Seapstone are
a part will cost $30 million.
Mare than $12 million of that
came from Great Outdoors
Colorado lottery funding.

K-Lynn Cameron, Larimer
County open lands director
who has spent many years
working on the Laramie
Foothills Project, said it's
that remoteness that will
draw people to the area 30
miles north of Fort Collins.

“On the drive up here, you
feal like you're leaving the
city behind.™ said Cameron,
who recently resigned her

Rich AbrahamsonThe Coloradoan

Bird Van Doren, left and others take a sneak peak Thursday at Red Mountain Open Space as they hike Bent

Aock Trail in northarm Larimer County.

position, "By the time you nated National Historic

get up here, you're ready to.  Landmark. Excavations
get out on the trail and feel  there have uncovered bones
this incredible western land- and human artifacts from
scape.” 10,000-11,000 B.C.

That landscape includes The Big Hole is 8 geo-
the Lindenmeier site on the  graphical phenomenon where
Soapstone property and the  exposed siriated redrock
Big Hole on the Red eliffs unveil millions of years
Mountain Property. The of geology,
Lindenmeier site is a desig- The parcels also offer

excellent wildlife and wild-
flower viewing and beauty
that begs artists and photog-
raphers to try and capture
their likeness.

“Putting trails in here
enables people to come up
and see the beauty,” Bender
gaid. “When people have a
better understanding of &
place, it helps save the place”




Grand opening

Saturday

= Activity baaths, time capsule art
project and orientation talis every
30 minutes, 9.a.m. to. 4 p.m,

= Overland Mountain Biking Club
bike tours, 10 a,m. from Red
Mountain trailhead

= Naturalist-led wildfiower walk, 9
a.m. from Red Mountain trailhead
= Flint knapping demonstration,
10°am, to 1 p.m. at Soapstone
Prairie Lindenmeier Overlook

> Ram Nation Brummaers, 12:30
pm at Soapstone Prairie north
trallhead

Sunday

= Opening Ceremany, 11:30 am,
simultaneously at Red Mountain
trailhead and Soapstone Praire
norih frailhead

> Activity booths, time capsule art
project and orientation talks every
30 minutes, 10a.m, to 3 p.m.

= [nformation:
www.fcgov.com/naturalareas and
www.larimer.org/redmountain

Red Mountain
Open Space

> Directions: Take Colorado
Highway 1 (Terry Lake Road) to
Larimer County Road 15 (Waverly
turnaff), Go left on County Road
15 to County Road 78. Go left an
County Road 78 to County Road
17, Go ripht on County Road 17 to
County Hoad 80. Go left on County
Road 80 to Gounty Road 19, Go
right on County Road 19 to County
Road 21. Go left on County Road
21 for about seven miles to-the
tralihead parking area.

= Hours: Dawn to dusk March-
November

> Acres: 15,000; 8,000 open to
the public

> Pets: Not allowed

> Information:

www larimer. ora/maturalre-
sources/laramie: foothills.htm
Trails

All trails open to hiking, mountain
biking and horseback riding
unless otherwise indicated;

> Bent Rock Trail: 2.3 miles,
easy, hiking only

> Sinking Sun Trail: 1.2 miles,
Easy

> Big Hole Wash Trail; 2.8 miles,
gasy, connects (o Soapstone
Matural Area

> Ruby Wash Trail: 2.5 miles,
easy

= Cheyenne Rim Trail: 3.6 miles,
moderate to difficult, connects fo
Soapstone Natural Araa

Soapstone

Natural Area

= Directions: Take Hwy 1/ Temy
Lake Road to County Road 15
north, turm north onto Rawhide
Flats Road and continue north to
the entrance station.

> Hours: Dawn to dusk, March-
MNovember

= Acres: 15,000

= Pets: Not allowed, even in vehi-
cles

= Information:
www.fcgov.com/naturalareas
Trails

South trailhead

These trails are open to harse-
back riding, eyeling and hiking. All
trailheads have a picnic shelter,
vault toitet, information kiosk and
parking,

> Cheyenne Rim Trail: 11.7
miles with connection to Canyon
Trail and Red Mountain Open
Space,

= Pronghorn Loop: 7.5 mile loop
with connection ta Plover Trall and
Sand Wash Trail

> Plover Trail: 7 miles; closed
April 1- July 15 for grassland
birds, connects to Pronghom Loop
and Sandwash Trall

North trailhead

These trails open to cycling and
hiking, uniess where noted.
Horses are not allowed.

> Lindenmeier Overfook; 1/4 mile
paved trail to pavilion with nter-
pretive signs and saating

= Mahogany Trail: 5 mile trail with
connection to Canyon Trall and
Pronghom Loop

> Towhee Trail: 3-mile loop for
hiking only with connection to
Mahogany Trail and Canyon
Trail

= Canyon Trall: 5 mile trail on
north edae of property with con-
nection o Plover Trail and Red
Mountain Dpen Space

= Sand Wash Trail: 1.5 miles con-

nects Canyon Trail and Pronghorm
Loop

Caution

> There is no water available at
the Red Mountaln Open Space
trailhead for people or livestock.
> These areas are remote.
Weather conditions can change
quickly, The threat of aftemoon
thunderstorms occurs daily, Plan
your outing accordingly.

> Raftiesnakes inhabit the area,
= Mo going off trail,

Red ﬁ‘lnuntain events

All programs are free. Registration
required. Information: Rob, (970)
679-4561 or visit

www. larimer.org/naturaire-
sources/renistration/

= Monday: 8 a.m. Plain Air the
Plains. Painting class. Light hiking
required,

= June 12: 5:30 a.m, Life on the
Edae easy hiking trip to learn the
variety of life found herg:

= June 13 and 20; 10:30 a.m.
Hiking with vour toddler, Leam
strateqies how to help your tod-
dler enjoy the outdoars.

= June 14 and 21: 10 a.m. Home
on the Range hike. Naturalist talks

‘about abut life on the ranch, =

June 16 and 30: 9 a.m. Laramie
Foothills archeclogy hike with
Jason LaBelle,

> June 23: 5 p.m. Intermediate
SLR photography clinic. Easy to
moderate hike during which pro-
fessional photographer Charlia
Johnson gives tips on how to
make good images.

= June 27: & a.m. Moderate
horseback ride of 8 miles.

Soapstone
Prairie events

All programs are free. Registration
required. Information: Fort Collins
Natural Areas Program, 416-2815

horned
antelope
pauses ina
clearing
Saturday at
Hed Mountain
Open Space in
northern
Larimer County,
| Rich Abmahamson
‘11 The Coloradoan

or send e-mail o
naturalareas@fcgov.com

> June 8: 8 a.m, Easy wildflower
walk Free.

= June 8: 8:30 a.m. Horseback
riding. Bring your own horse.

= June 10; 9 a.m. On-site dis-
cussion of the Lindenmeier site
led by CSU professor Jason
LaBelle.

= June 11: 9 a.m. Moderate hike
of 510 7 miles to explore the
prairie and old homesteads,

= June 12: B a.m. Easy 1-mile
birds and migration hike.

= June 13: 9 a.m,, Moderate 3-
mile loop hike of the Towhee Trall

> June 16: 9 a.m. Drawing and
painting day. Bring your art sup-
plies and join a naturalist artist
who will-share secrets,

> June 16: 8 a.m. Nature photog-
raphy day. Bring your camera and
Joint & naturalist artist who will
share secreis.

= June 17: 9 a.m. Birds and cli-
mate change. Easy 1-mile hilke,

= June 18: 9 a.m. Wildfiower
walk. Easy 2-mile hike,

> June 20: 2 a.m, Walking the
Gangplank. Moderate 5- to 7-mile
nealogy hike.

> June 20: 8 a.m. Equestrian
ride. Bring your own Horse,

= June 21: 8:30 a.m. Equestrian
ride, Bring your own horse.

= June 22: 9 a.m. Wildflower
walk. Easy 2-mile hike.

= June 23: 8 a.m. On-site at dis-
cussion of Lindenmeier site led by
CSU professor Jason LaBelle,

= Junge 25: 9 a.m. Moderate 5-
mile loop hike of the Towhee and
Canyon trails.

> June 27: 1 p.m.24-hour blitz to
s@e how many species can be
identified with the help of scien-
fists.

= June 30: 9 a.m. Bike 1o the Big
Hole. Moderate 15-mile round-trip
ride.

A prong- —{ =
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Revealing

New

open space

Red Mountain,
Soapstone will
welcome public

this weekend

By Panura DIceman
REPORIER-HERALD STAFF WRITER

tind on the edge of The
Big Hole, inhale the

smell of sage, and enjoy

two vastly different views.
To the north is Wyoming,
and fields of tan, rolling

plains,
To the south is Colorado,
and the 1,000-foot-deep

canyon dubbed The Big Hole.

Purple irises, red rocks, ar-
royos, stands of mountain
mahogany and vistas deco-
rate the bright green land-
scape; which s beautiful
enough to inspire paintings
Or poetry.

"It's 80 perfect” said
Larimer County land agent
Charlie Johnson, taking in the
view of Red Mountain Open
Space, which will open to the
public Saturday:

“I think about Indians com-
ing here, people from Europe

e e Y | il ®©

Did you know

Soapstane Prairie is.home to
several archaeological sites, indud-
Ing the Lindenmefer site, exayat-
ed by the Smithsonfan Institute in
the 1930s. There, experts found
artifacts from the Folsom culture
indiuding the unique futed point
called the Folsom Point.

A short, paved trail (handi-
tapped-accessible) leads to a spol
to look down on the Lindenmeier
sita,

coming here for the first
time."

The brand-new open space
is culturally rich, home to
people as long as 12,000 years
AgD.

This weekend, it opens ' to
the public for the first time
in decades with newly cut
trails and rich habitat 1o ex-
plore.

For American Indians, vis-
iting the land has special
meaning, said K-Iynn
Cameron, the county's open
lands director.

“They haven't been able to
step foot on their ancient
homeland, and now they

T L BT S

An old truck slowly rusts away in
an abandoned alabaster mine in
the Red Mountain Open Space.

can,” shesaid.

The grand opening of the
Larimer County open space
will be held simultaneously
with the opening of Fort
Collins' newest natural area,
Soapstone Prairie.

The two pareels of land, to-
gether 35,000 acres (some of
which is not open to the
public) are adjacent, protect-
ed by a partmership with the
city, county, Great Outdoors
Colorado, Legacy Land Trust
and the Nature Conservancy.

Between the two, crews
built 28 miles of new trail,
some that connect the
Spaces — opening Saturday
on National Trails Day:

Mare trails will be cut in
the coming year,

SEE (OPEN Srace; Pace By
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OPEN SPACE: » network of trails opens Saturday in Red Mountain and Soapstone Prairie

From Page Bi

The Cheyenne Rim Trail
(the only one not rated
easy) leads to the top of The
Big Hole and into Big Hole
Open Space in Wyoming.

The first stretch of the
hike — up — is more chal-
lenging, but the workout is
worth it for hikers and
mountain bikers. The
scenery changes through-
out the trek, and the vistas
from the top are breathtak-
ing.

The return  stretch
down — ig easier, and al-
though you can retrace the
same path, or take an alter-
nate route that connects
with other trails, the views
seem different,

Hikers can set their own
limitations as far as difficul-
ty of trail and how far to go.

Maps, available at the
trailhead, show how the dif-
ferent trails connect and

If you go -

What: Red Mountain and Soapstone Prairie open
spaces apen to the public Saturday and Sunday,

When: Dusk to dawn, seven days a week, through
November. The open spaces will dose December through
February to protect wildiife species and habitat.

Facilities: Bathrooms and picnic shelters at both main

traflheads,

Trails: There are 28 miles of trafls that connect to eadh

loop back to the trailhead,

Red Mountain and Soap-
stpne Prairie open spaces are
25 miles morth of Fort
Collins,

Visitors truly are out of the
city, which means they
should bring plenty of food
and water.

The two open spaces are
part of a much larger effort
to protect land, called the
Laramie Foothills Mountains
to Plains Project.

Most of those protected
acres, however, are privately

other and connect the open spaces.
What is allowed: Trails accommodate hikers, moun-
tain bikers and horseback Aders. Dogs are not allowed.

ﬂH THE NET: For directions, regulations and
trail maps: www.colarimer.co.us/naturalmsources/

red_mountain.cim; www.icaov.com/naturalareas/finder

/sbapsione,

ranched and not open to the to plains,

public.

Wildlife that thrives on the

Red Mountain and Soap- land ranges from eagles and
stone Prairie are indicative of elk to bears and big cats.

the diverse habitats, as the

“It's just teeming with all

name says, from mountains kinds of life,” Cameron said.

The views are bemuti
all seasons and times ¢
dccording to the staf
has spent the past two

preparing. the space
open.
A week before the ape

Johnson stood at the t
The Big Hole and looke:
appreciating the vast
scape.

“You should see it
the sun is setting,” he
“That is spectacular.”

Famela Dideman can be reache
663-5050, ext, 526, of pdidmar
@reporter-herald.com.

M



th{J.g B~ o?

Rains de lay 4y Red
Mountain opening
Larimer County to share
ceremony with Fort Collins

By Pamrera Dicknvian
Rertirer-HERALD STare WaTTER

4

Recent rains have posi-
poned the opening of Red
Mountain =~ Open  Space,
planned for this weekend.

“It's been raining up there
almost all week, and it de-
layed the constniction
| ‘crews,” said Kerri Rollins,
fund development and out-
reach specialist with the
Larimer County Department
of Natural Resources,

“There's a short section of
road that didn't get finished
— 3,000 feet actually.”

However, the adjacent
Soapstone  Praitie Natural
Area, owned by the city of
Fort Collins, will still open to
the public today.

Larimer County and Fort
Caollins officials, who worked
to open the respective natu-
ral areas 25 miles north of
Fort Collins, will gather at
Soapstone Praire at 11:30
am, Sunday to dedicate the
protected acres.

They had planned sepa-
rate, simultaneotus dedica-
tions at both sites.

“We're grateful Fort Collins
has allowed us to join their
(celebration),” said Rollins.

Organizers with the city
and county encourage 1esi-
dents to come to the dedica-
tion and celebrate both nat-
ural arcas.

The two areas were devel-
oped together as part of a
larger partnership of Fort
Collins, Larimer County, the
Legacy Land Trost, the Na-
ture Conservancy and Great
Outdoors Colorado.

The Laramie Foothills
Mountains to Plains project
protects about 55,000 acres
from development, stretch-
ing from Interstate 25 (o the
mountains and exending
north to Wyoming:

Most of the property is pri-
vately owned and not open
to the public,

The Larimer County open
space and Fort Collins natu-
ral area are the pieces that
will be open to the public,
with 28 miles of trails be-
tween the two.

Soapstone will open its
gates, and depending on the
weather, its trails, today,

Educational events and

Grand Openings

Weather hias delayed the grand
opasing of Lanimer County’s new
Red Mountain Open Space, lo-
cated 25 miles north of Fort
Calfins.

The adjacent Soapstone Prairie,
a ity of Fort Collins natural ane;
will open today and have a ded-
Ication: Sunday, Larimer County
officials will join city officials at
Soapstone Prairie on Sunday and
dedicate Red Mowmtain Open
Space even though it has not
yet opened to the public.

Here's what you need to know:

Soapstone Prairie:

+ Educational events planned
throughout the weekend

+ Dedication of both natural
areas at 11:30 am. Sunday at
the Lindenmeier Cverlook, a
quarter-mile hike on a paved
trail.

* Doas are not allowed.

= To get there; From north Fert
Collins, take Colorado 1 (Terry
Lake Road) north and continue
north on County Road 15 when
Highway 1 vears east. Stay on
County Road 15, which bemes
Rawhide Fats Road, for about«3
miles until you reach the parking
It

= Ched www ftgov.cominaturl
areas/finder/soapstone for up-
dates on [ast-minute weather
clostires.

Red Mountain:

- Open space will not open this
weekend but will be dedicated
at 1130 am. Sunday at Soap-
stone Prairie.

* Could open June 14.

= Chiedk www.colanmer.co.us
(redmountain for updates,

booths are still planned all
day unless the weather is (00
bad. Updated information
will be posted on the city's
Web' site, wwiifcgovcom
{naturalareas, by 7 am.

Evenis planned for today
at BRed Mountain Open
Space are canceled, but offi-
cials hope the roads will be
finished by June 13, allowing
other events [o occur as
planned throughout the
month,

&/ 0N THE NE: Updated infor-
mation on the opening date and up-
coming events s available online at
www.larimer.org/redmountain,
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DEDICATION

Event highlights
new outdoor areas

Michas! & Semana/The Coloradoan

Fort Collins Mayor Doug Hutchinsen speaks Sunday during the dedication ceremony for Soapstone Prairie Natural Area and Red Mountain

Open Space,

Plaque at Lindenmeier honors councilman, wife

BY MOLLY ARMBRISTER
MaollyArmbrister
Egoloradoan.com

Spectators at Sunday's
dedication ceremony for
Soapstone Prairie Natural
Ares mnd Red Mbuntain
Open Space challenged
Mother Nature,

First a parade of huses
and wehicles besieged hy
hail, rain and wind wound
their way up the road lead-
ing to the natural sres,
Then, the spectators, cov-
ered in ponchos and armed
with umbrellas, hiked the
quarter-mile trail to
Lindenmeier Overlook
under an ominous sky so

Page A2
Directions i Soapstone
and Red Mountsin

they could hear the words of
some of the people most
instrumental in the comple-
tion of Soapstone: and Red
Mountain,

Fort Collins Mayor Doug
Hutchinson was among the
first to speak, showing his
enthusiasm and high hopes
for the natural areas.

“This 18 serious, awesome
open space,” he said,

Hutchinson and his wife,
Cathy, toured the space

when the project began and
were excited by the possibil-
ities. Now that it is com:
plete, Hutchmson is looking
to the future.

“Fifty vears from now,
people are going to come
here, and they're going to
look back and say ‘wow,”" he
said. _

City  councilman  and
mayor pro-tem Kelly Ohlson
and his wife, Lisa Stanlay,
were surprised by the unveil-
ing of a plague at
Lindenmeier Overlook hon-
oring them for their work on
natural areas. Ohlson was
speechless afler the plague
was revealed but had time to

collect himself when the cere-
mony was moved from
Soapstone to the safety of the
Waverly School gym because
of the impending storm.

In the gym, the speeches
continued, including one
from. Ohlson, who gave a
brief history of open areas in
Northern Colorads  aRer
expressing his thanks for the
honor bestowed upon him
and his wife, Ohleon said
landscape preservation ini-
tiatives such as Soapstone
and Red Mountain are most-
ly citizen efforts that include
hundreds of people,

Sco AREAS/Page A2
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BY KEVIN DUGEAN
KevinDugoan@coloradoan.com

K-Lynn Cameron is hiking
away from a job she loves,
Cameron is leaving her post

as manager of the open lands
program in the Larimer County

Department  off

Her

Natural
Resources after 13 years,

resignation was

announced in April with the
intention of tying her departure
to the grand opening of the
county-owned Red Mountain
Cpen Space and Fort Colling'

Soapstone  Prairie

Natural

But ‘she postponed her last
day of work to June 16 so she
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could meet one more time with
Larimer County commissioners
to discuss the importance of
building partnerships in order
to mpke the county's open
E;laacea aceessible to more peo-
ple.

Cameron plans to take the
summer off before demiding
what to do next. She plans to
continue living i Fort Collins
and stay active in the conserva-
tion commumnity.

“My heart is still i protect-
ing the special places in
Larimer County, and there are
still many places to protect,”
she gaid.

ADS: (970) 224-7TT7O1

Rich AbrahamsonThe Coloradosn
K-Lynn Cameron stands Thursday at Rad Mountaln Open Space

See DPEN/Page A2 north of Fort Collins.
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Continued from Page A1

Soapstone will be man-
aged by the city of Fort
Collins, while Red Mountain
iz owned and managed by
Larimer County. Both areas
are part of the Laramie
Foothills Mountaing to
Plains Project, a collabora-
tive land protection effort
among willing landowners,
Larimer County Open Lands
Program, the city of Fort
Collins  Natural  Areas
Program, The Nature
Conservancy, Legacy Land
Trust and Great Outdoors
Colorado, To date, the proj-
cet has protected more than
65,000 acres of land.

Soapstone includes meore
than 28 sguare miles of land-
scape, 35 miles of trails and
information about the cultural
history of the area. The histo-
ry lesson begins with the
Paleo-Indian of the Ice Age
and ends with homestead
ruins and the foundation of a
schoolhouse, touching on the
many eras in between.
Visitors can also hike, bike or
ride on horseback to take in
the stunning views

Red Mountain offers many
of the same amenities, includ-
ing hiking, biking and horse-
back riding, but focuses more
on the Earth's history than
that of the people who once
walked on it.

Visitors to Red Mountain
will find 14 miles of trails
that connect to the trails
that are a part of Soapstone,
as well as various land-
forms, geologic formations
and wildflowers native to
the area.

Michael &, SeamangTha [:muan

Fort Collins city manager Darin At teberry, bottom left, shakes hands with city councilman Kelly Ohison
during the dedication ceremony of Stiapstone Prairie Natural Area and Red Mountain Open Space on Sunday.

Soapstone opened to the
public Saturday with a hike
tour and a performance by

the Cuolorado State
University HRam Nation
Drummers.

Red Mountain postponed its
prand opening because of
inclement  weather, but
Larimer County officials hope
they can open the area
Saturday. Celebrations will
include presentations and

guided hikes to learn about |
the landscape and plantz in |

the area.

Open
Continued from Paoe Al

Cameron  started  with
Larimer County in 1981 as a
contract employee charged with
fnding ways to fund a natural
aress program. In 1983, she
wias hired as a full-time planner
{or the parks department.

She helped develop a mas-
ter plan for the parks system
in 1993 that led to 8 grassroots
effort to create an open lands
Program.

The first ballot proposal to
fund a county program failed.
But in 1995, voters over-
whelming supported a .25 per-
cent sales tax dedicated to
open -space with part of the
money going back to munia-
palities,

Voters renewed the tax in
1999 and gave the program
bonding authority, allowing it
to buy mountain property and
agricultural land before their
prices spared beyond reach.

Cameron became the open
lands manager in 1986. She
created a program that would
become the envy of other coun-
ties,

Fueled by the sales tax, in 13
years the program has protect-
ed more than 43,000 acres. Its
crown jewels include Hed
Mountain, the Devil's Backbone
Open Space and Hermit Park

Cpen Space near Estes Park,
Red Mountain and

Soapstone are part of a larper
plan — the Laramie Foothills;
Mountains to Plains Project —

Want to go?

> Soapstone Prairie Natural Area directions: Travel north from
Fort Collins on Colorado Highway 1 (Terry Lake Road) to
Larimer County Road 15. CR 15 continues north. Take this
road where it will turn into the Rawhide Fiats Road. Continue

north o the entrance station.

> Red Mountain Open Space directions: Take Colorado
Highway 1 (Terry Lake Road) to Larimer County Road 15
(Waverly turnoff). Go left on CR 15 to County Road 78. Go left
on CR 78 to County Road 17. Go right on CR 17 to County Road
B0. Go'left on CR B0 1o County Road 19. Go righton CR 14 to
County Road 21. Go leit on CR 21 for about 7 miles to the trail-

head parking area.
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Funding big-ticket items

required building partnerships
with property owners, munici-
palifies, land trusts and sundry
federal and state agencies.

Strong partnerships will
keep the county's program

roing, Cameron said, as it

{aces a time when its funds for
gequiring more land is low and
it must pay off the bonds that
telped it reach this point.

“That doesn't mean we can't
protect more land,” she said.
“We just have to find creative
Wways to pay for it.”

Cameron brought “energy
and vision” to the county’s pro-
gram, said Peter Kast, who
served six years on the Open
Lands Advisory Board. She
surrounded herself with peo-

aimed at protecting 55,008 ple who shared her enthusi-
acres in the northern part of Asm for the work, he said.

the county.

“She took an idea that was

on paper and made it the spec-
tacular program it is,” he said.

Cameron said she'll miss
the job she created but added
“it’'s time to move on and hand
the reins over to others.”

She'll miss working with
county staft members, elected
officials, volunteers and mem-
bers of the advisory board,
Cameron said,

But she'll most miss work-
ing with private property own-
ers who are willing to save
their land for future gencra-
tions by letting it go.

Negotiations for land acqui-
sitions are long and delicate,
ghe said. A critical point is
when the owner “takes you
out to show you every nook
and cranny, every place that
is special to them”

Yo see exactly the beauty
that they see in it,” she said.
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Event allows for happy trails

BY MOLLY ARMBRISTER )
For Loveland Connection

Spectators at Sunday’s ded-
ication ceremony for
Soapstone Prairie Matural
Ares and Hed Mountain
Open Space challenged
Mother Nature,

First a parade of buses and
vehicles besieged by hail, rain
and wind wound their way up
the road leading to the natu-
ral area.

Then, the spectators, cov-
ered in ponchos and armed
with umbrellas, hiked the
gquarter-mile trail to
Lindenmeier Overlook under
an aminous sky so they could
hear the words of some of the
people most instrumental in
the completion of bnaps!.nne
and Red Mountain.

Fort Colline Mayor Doug
Hutchinson was among the
firat to speak, showing his
enthusiasm and high hopes
for the natural areas.

“This is serious, AWesDme
open space,” hi said,

Hutchinson and his wife,
Cathy, toured the space when
the project began and were
excited by the possibilities,
Now that it is complete,
Hutchinson is leoking to the
Tuture.

“Fifty years from now, peo-
ple-are going to come here,
and they're going to look back
and say 'wow, " he said,

City councilman and mayor
protem Kelly Ohlson and his
wife, were surprised by the
unveiling of a plague at
Lindenmeier Overlook hondr-
ing them for their work on
natural areas.

Ohlson was speechless after
the plague was revealed but
had time to eollect himself
when the ceremony was
moved from Soapstone to the
aafety of the Waverly School
gyvm because of the impend-
g storm.

In the gym, the speechas
continued, including one from
Ohlson, who gave o brief his-
tory of open areas in
MNorthern Colorado after
expressing his thanks for the
honor bestowed upon him
and his wife.

Ohlson said landscape
preservation initiatives such-
as Soapstone and Red
Mountain are mostly cifizen
efforts that include hundreda

Michael G. Seamans For Laveland Connection
Fort Collins Mayor Doug Hutchinson speaks Sunday during

the dedication ceremony.

of people.

Soapstone will be managed
by the city of Fort Collins,
while Red Mountain is owned
and managed by Larimer
County.

Both areas are part of the
Laramic Foothills Mountaing
to Plains Project, a collabora-
tive land protection effort
among willing landowners,
Larimer County Open Lands
Program, the city of Fort
Collins Natural Areas
Program, The Nature
Conservancy, Legacy Land
Trust and Great Catdoors
Colorado. To date, the project
has protected more than
55,000 acres of land.

Soapstone includes more
than 28 =quare miles of Tand-
scape, 35 miles of trails and
information about the cultur-
al history of the area,

The history lesson begins
with the Paleo-Indian of the
Ice Age and ends with home-
stead ruins and the founda-
tinn of a schoolhouse, toach-
ing on the many eras in
between, Visitors can also
hike, hike or ride on horse-
hack to take in the stunning
VIEWS

Red Mountain offers many

of the same amenities, inchud-

ing hiking, biking and horse-
back riding, but focuzes more
on the Earth's history than
that of the people who onee
walleed oncit,

Wisitors to Hed Mountain
will find 14 miles of trails
that connect to the trails that
are-a part of Soapstone, as
well as various landforms,
geologic frmations-dnd wild-

WANT TO GO?

* Soapstone Prairie
Natural Area directions:
Travel north fram Fort Collins
on Colorado Highway 1 (Terry
Lake Road) to Larimer County
Road 15. CR 15 continues
narth, Take this road where it
will turn into the Rawhide
Flats Road. Continue north to
the entrance station.

= fed Mountain Open
Space directions: Take
Colorado Highway 1 (Terry
Lake Road) to Larimer County
Road 15 (Waverly tumnoff). Go
left on CR 15 1o County Road
78. Gao left on CR 78 1o
County Road 17. Go right on
CR 17 to County Road 80. Go
left an CR 80 to County Road
19. Go right on CR 1910
County Road 21. Go left on
CR 21 for about 7 miles to the

. trailhead parking area.

flowers native fo the area.

Soapstone opened to the
public Saturday with a bike
tour and a performance by
the Colorado State University
Ram Nation Drummers.

Red Mountain postponed its
erand opening because of
nclement weather, but
Larimer County officials hope
they can open the area
Saturday, Celebrations will
include presentations and
guided hikes to learn about
the landscape and plants in

area,
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