Spring is Here.

Story and photos by Deborah Huth Price

BERTHOUD RECORDER

with it the appropriate weather, but

often this is not the case. Snowstorms
and freezing temperatures sometimes
overshadow spring break plans,

Caroline Smith, volunteer with Larimer
County Natural Resources, posed the
question s it spring yet?” during a recent
hike at Devil's Backbone Open Space. Her
answer: “Not quite)

The spring equinox simply means that
the sun is directly over the equator during
the earth’s orbit around the sun, thus mak-
ing day and night equal lengths — at least
if you're right en the equator, Each day
after, the days continue to lengthen as we
enjoy supper on the patio or an after-work
stroll.

Here in our part of the world, we can still
expect freezing weather up until mid-May,
Spring may be an the way, but winter con-
tinues to tease us for a few more months.

THIS YEAR, spring break brought

.- Well, Maybe

2/36/07

Devils Backbone Open Space Is managed by
Larimer County Natural Resources. It is located
Just westof Loveland on Highway 34,4 num-
ber of trails are available for hiking, biking, and.
horseback riding. Dogs are allowed on leash,
Mo admittance fee. For more information, visit
the Web site: http//www.colarimercous/
parks/openiandsios_devils_bickbonehtr,

At Devil’s Backbone, Smith led a group
on the Wild Loop while sharing some of
the struggles that plants and animals face
in the transition from winter to spring, “It
is not as easy a time for plants and animals
that you would think," said Smith.

She talked about the lack of food and
changing temperatures as a few of the
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DEVIL'S BACKBONE OPEH SPACE

Spring was in the air, however, on the
cliffs above. A pair of prairie falcons called
to each other, perched on the rock edges
of the Backbone. A trail closure protects
the area for these birds, as well as others,
that nest in the crevices of the rocks.

Animals have three main gies to
m‘::gk:;t through E&;ﬁtﬁ -- to hibernate,
migrate or just plai rate the changes.
Animals find sc?me of the most amaz-
ing ways to tolerate — they don't sleep
through winter or leave the area, they just
find ways to cope,

How do people tolerate winter? There
are some of us who do a migration —

of us sleep much
more during the
winter, but it’s not
hibernation. Mostly
we tolerate —
wearing warmer
clothes, staying inside more and craving
higher calorie foods until spring arrives
with fresh growth and sunny days. It’s
hard to escape that connection to nature’s
cycles,

Until spring is in full bloom, there are
still a few more months of straddling the
seasons. Keep both snow shoes and hik-
ing shoes handy; and you'll be ready for
whatever adventure Mother Nature brings
your way. ?

. Deborah Huth Price is
Education Coordinator at Bobcat Ridge
Natural Area near Masonville, and also

does education programming at Discovery
Science Center in Fort Collins,

obstacles that wildlife and
plants face during this time,
including the fact that many
of the food sources available
during the winter are not as
nufritious.

There are a number of factors that deter-
mine survival strategies for plants and ani-
mals ini the winter/spring transition, incdlud-
ing temperature, radiation, energy or food,
wind and snow: The sun itselfis behind all
these forces — it causes wind to blow, plants
to grow; and water to freeze or flow.

Some people look for robins to hint
the beginning of spring, Smith reminded
us that robins are seen here all winter —
she said the first sign of warmer days in
northern Colorado is the return of the
red-winged blackbird.

A mountain mahogany branch, above, at  :
Devil's Backbone Open Space displays its
unique, feathery seed, designed to bore

into the soil when there is enough humidity-
in the air. :

Mountain peak views, top left, provide a
panoramic scene along the trail at Devil's
Backbone Open Space.

Bottom left, a warning

sign is posted at

Devil's Backbone,
alerting visitors to the
keyhole trail closure.

A pair of prairie falcons
are preparing to nest
there, signifying the
return of spring.
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Enjoy winter sun - g¢ks for
at our open spaces

hen was the last
fime you felt like
alad?

I¥d you play in the
snow like there was no
tomorrow or look at the
world around vou with a
sense of awe and wonder?
We invite you this winter
to & wealth of possibilities
for rediseovering the beau-
tv of the rich environment
that enfolds you,

Larimer County's parks
and open spaces are the
place to be when it comes
to having fun in the win-
ter sun, go let’s explore
some of the simpler pleas-
ures that beckon us into a
reprieve from the pros-
sures of daily lifa.

> Bird watching:
Birds are some of our
most active wildlife, full
of fascinating gocial dis-
plays and lively antics,
acrial and ferrestrial.
Your family has numer-
ous opportunities for
viewing and learning
about our avian friends
from guided activities,
ineluding Bald Eagle
Watches at Fossi] Creck
Reservoir, For more infor-
mal observation of joys,
langfishers, common gold-
eneves and other birds,
venture to one of our
open gpaces. So grab your
field puide and go.
Another way to spy birds
is to hang a birdfeeder
outside, Feeders often
attracts doves, wrens,
finches, waxwings and
warhlers,

= Wildlife tracking:
Winter is a prime time to
find out who's visiting
vou A great family activi-
ty is to hike or snowshoe
at Horsetooth Mountain
or Hermit Park open

Ofivia Hutton

Open spaces

gpaces with snow on the
ground, It's exciting to
find animal tracks that
reveal active winter
wildlife. You may discover
paths from a bear, cougar,
elk, deer, fox, beaver, rac-
coon, squirrel, weasel,
marmot, muskrat or
mouse. A tracking booklet
helps reveal the prints of
secret travelers in the
AI0W,

= Fishing: Whethor
using a hobber or fly fish-
ing, this is the perfect ven-
ture to bundle up and
enjoy time for refllection
while soaking in scenic
views, Larimer County
has four reservoirs —
Carter Lake, Flatiron
Reserviar, Horsetonth
Reservorr and Pinewsod
Reservoir — where you
can cateh trout, walleye,
pike, vatfish or bass. Just
purchase an entrance per-
mit and a valid fshung
license,

> A few extras: Make
snow angels with your
kids, enjov a quiet hike,
take winter photos, walk
vour dog, take a seenic
drive, enjoy a picnic lunch
on a warm winter day,
watch the sunset, volun-
teer with the Larimer
Clounty Natoral Resources
Depuartment.

To And out about these
and other activities, visit
www,to larimer.co, us/
parks.

iz Hunon is & Larimer Caunty

Matural Resourees Depariment fech-
ik, Eall her at 679-4534 arsend
il Yo huttonDaSco anmer.oo.us

switch to
land deal

Ag properties north of

| Fort Collins targeted

By Pamiera Dicksian
ReporTeER-HERALD STAFF WhITER

FORT COLLINS — When negotiations
fell through on a potential conservation
easement in the Laramie Foothills
Mountains to Plains Froject, those inter-
ested in saving the land from develop-
ment looked for other properties on

which to spend $1.68 million from Great

Outdoors Colorado.

The project partmers — Larimer Coun-
ty, city of Fort Colling and a private land
trust — found six other pieces of proper-
ty that fill in holes or link to other, al-
ready protected lands in the designated

area north of Fort Collins:
In a letter to Great Outdoors Colorado,
Enumyr officials
escribed the
easements being By the
bought as cover- .
ing 2,968 acres, numbers:

e edsements = f potential conserva-
are agricultural tion easements
easements, * 2,568 ages saved
meaning the from development
land will be pro-  + 970,000 of Great
tected for farm- Outdoors Colorada
ing and ranch- money
ing, There will - $274000 from
be no public ac- Larimer County
cess; + 527,200 from ity of

The project Fort Coflins
aims to protect + §51,191 from private
about 55400  landowners
acres north of
Fort Collins, be-

tween ULS. Forest Service land west of

U5, 287 and the Wyoming borden

They will ask Great Outdoors Colorado
on Friday to transfer $910,000, a portion
of the $1.68 million designated for the
failed conservation agreement, to help
pay for the new easements instead. They
also will ask for a six-month extension, to
Sept. 30.

Thed tf;nﬂed negotiations  revolved
around the Slab Canyon property, just
east of the landmark Steamboart Rgfk
north of Livermoare, Property owners
there were influenced by a potential Cal-
orado State University wind energy pro-
ject being built to the west, according to
the letter from Kerri Rollins, fund devel-
opment and outreach specialist, to the
state agency.

Before asking for the state to approve
the delay and reallocation, they needed
approval from the Larimer County com-
missioners to spend #s much as $274,000
to help match the state money: All three
commissioners voted Tuesday to spend
the money, which was already set aside
for the previous project.

In order to wansfer the money, open
lands advocates had to find projects
within the boundaries of the Laramie
Foothills Mountains to Plains Project. As
hard as they tried, they could find only
enough projects to spend nearly $1 mil-
lion of the state grant and not the full
$1.68 million.

The rest of the money, if the Great Out-
doors Colorado board agrees to the new
project, will revert back to the state
board 1 filter to other open lands pro-
jectsin the state,

@mﬂlﬂﬁ:mwrmmmmﬂ!hm
at www.reporterherald.com,
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Horsetooth Falls
1S just a trickle
this time of year

By Cara ('BriEN :
ReporreEr-FeraLn Starr Wirmen

ust steps onto the Horsetooth
Falls trail, the roads, the city;
the parking lot fade into the
| istance,
il Wind ducks and dives through
| the foothills, somewhere water is
| falling, and deep green pines dot
|| the hillsides,
'| Looking back from the begin-
ning of the trail to the southwest,
Longs Peak is just barely visible
on a clear day:

In the early part of the Horse-
tooth Falls trail, wide-open grass-
es and shrubs roll out alongside
the trail leading from the Horse-

just west of Horsetooth Reservoir,

It's an out-and-back trall to the
falls, 1.2 miles in each direction,

The relatively short distance,
the gentle grades and the well-
marked trail make it an ideal
quick aftermoon hike, dog walk or
family trek into the foothills,

On a recent hike, at about the
halfway point of the tail, a [ami-
Iy of mule deer lazed under a
tree, The deer were near-motion-
less, near-campuflaged in the
brown grasses and shade of the
tree.

And according o the park’s
signs, bears, rattlesnakes and
‘ mountain liens can also be seen
|

on this trail; the signs wam to
keep an eye on children and a
leash on dogs.

Beyond where the deer sat un-

sweeps gradually downward and

into a gully;

few steps

tooth Mountain Park rrailhead, |

'| der their pine tree, the tmil’

Go & Do:

What: Horsetoath
Mourtain Park
Where: Haad west
on County Aoad 38E
from Taft Hil Road in

* soith Fort Callins.

Fotiow the: road
abott 25 milss from
the South Bay en-
trance at the reser-
voir, The trailhead
and parking are on
the north side of the
oad.

What's there: From
thes tradhead them
are myriad trails, in-
dluding # 2.5-mie
hike2 to Horsetooth
Rk, & 1.7-mile hike
1o Horsetooth Falls
ard acoess to dazens
of other hikes.

Costz All visiors to
the park mist pay a
6 per car fee. I no
one i at the mngar
station, there is a
drop bax to pay the
permit fee.

Above, mule deer
lie in the shade
along the Horse-
tooth Falls trail.

Left, some water
trickles across the
face of the rodks
at Horsetooth
Falls.




i

ere plimpses of Horsetoo
Reservoir can be'seen hetween
the prassy shoulders of the
foothills. Farther to the north,
too, the city and plains are visible
way down below:

The trail becomes more rocky
at this point, as it heads into the
gully, and the terrain more deeply
forested.

But it continues to slope up
and down at an easy pitch.

At varipus points in the trails at
this park, hikers, bikers or horse-
back riders can veer slightly off
the trail, to find higher views or

grassier paths,
The last section of the trail runs
alongside a — at this time of vear
— dried-out creek bed. It then
veers up and then sharply down
again, ending at Horsetooth Falls.

And this time of year, the falls
are more of a trickle down the
rocks. But rock formations, forest
and creek bed make the trail-end
stll worthwhile.

No doubt the spring melts will
bring more water over the craggy
face of the falls later in the year.

And the Horsetooth Mountain

Park trailhead offers more hikes
than this short one. The longer
hike to Horsetooth Rock can be
accessed from this trailhead,

At least & dozen other tails
branch off from these trails into
the foothills and out overlooking
Horsetooth Reservoir and the city
of Fort Collins,

It’s all & quick jaunt from Love-
land and just a few steps from
wilderness and wildlife;

Cara (YBrien can be reached at 635-3604
or cobrien@reporter-herald.com,

Glimpses of Horsetooth Reservoir are visible in the dis-

tance from the Horsetooth Falls trail.
Reporter-Herald photns/CARA 0'BRIEN




Arcouple of new

ometimes, dreams come
true, And sometimes, they

change into something
THEWL

That's what happened for
two talented women who have
made their dreams a reality:
Meegan
Flenniken is the
land stewardship
program manag-
er, and Kern
Rollins the fund
development and
outreach gpecial-
ist for Lanmer
County Natural
Resources, They
share a passion,
az Hollins
describes it, for
“protecting this
Earth, or our lit-
tle corner of it, for
other species as
well as ourselves.”
Together, they have moved
mountains to save special
places from peaks to prairies,

But in the beginning, neither
woman knew this was her des-
tiny.

“Before college,” Flenniken
explained, “T worked at a num-
ber of different jobs and for
some time thought museum
curation or being a professional
artist was the route I would go”

i
ROLLINS

Debra Wykoff

Open spaces

Rolling said, “All my life, I
thought T wanted to be a vet
and help animals, Then 1 went
to C5U and found out that the
best way to help animals is to
prutect their habitat, because
when it’s gone, it’s gone.”

Flenniken earned a BS. in
hiology from the University of
Colorado in Boulder

“It was in a sophomore gen-
eral biology class that T first
heard of open space. Intrigued,
I looked up the city of Boulder
Open Space Departiment in the
phone book to learn what they
did, and it resonated with me
instantly™

She had many seasonal jobs
with Boulder and Colorado
Springs open space programs
— rock climbing ranper, inter-
preter, resource technician
iwhich included managing
prairie dogs and mapping vege-
tation), working on trails and
weeds crews, and writing
resource management plans —
befire going back to graduate
school for a M., in ecology.

Sometimes, the goal we've st
doesn't mateh our natural
strengths. Rellins is a talented
writer and a people person. She

The Coloradoan. Sundav. March 15, 2009
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alized

found out that pre-vet was diff-
cult for her, so she switched
majors. She got a B.S. in wildlife
and conservation biology and
an ML8. in natural resoures eco-
nomies from CSUL She put her
talents to work writing grant
applications and building a
strong network of professional
comnections. Thanks to Rolling'
suceess in obtaining erant
awards, Larimer County has
received 319 million in grant
funding, and along with its
partners, has protected 40,000
acres of open space.

Wondering whether you
could do it, too? Rellins says, “If
you're tenacious and passionate
enough, you can do it, Volunteer
in the field if you can't get a
paying position right away. The
more fexible you are about
lecation, the more opportunities
vou will have”

Flenniken agrees: “T never let
not having maney, time or con-
nections stop me from doing
what I really wanted. It wasn't,
always easy, but Iocking baclk, I
can see all the little steps along
the way really contributing to
the whaole”

Debra Wykoll is the administrative services
manager at Larimer County Natural
Resources. Call her at 679-4567 or send
a-mail o wykoffd@co.larimer.co.us.




‘Woman’s passion leads to adventures

livia Ann Hutfon is

A YOUng woman

driven to experience

‘ all life has to offer.
Raizsed in California's
Sierra Nevadas, Hutton

" fell in love with Colorado's

surmmer
gtorms and
spectacular
mountaing
as a teen.
Ten years
ago, she took
ajobonasa
wranglar
and livery
supervisor on & ranch in
Estes Parlk. Still in her
20s, she has worked con-
struction and acquired
experience in ranching,

TES0UrCes.
Hutton was the first

person in her family to

pleting her B.S, at CSU,

nications, animal and

=

horse training and natural

earn a college degree, com-
where she studied commu-

CUInNe ECience, TANGE Man-

Debra Wykoff
Open spaces

agement, biology and con-
servation, Olivia worked
her way through school
with schalarships and

. hard work on ranches and

horse traming facilities,
thaintaining a grade point
average of 4.0 and gradu-
ating debt-free.

“T am an optimistic
opportunist,” Hutton said.
“I see potential and go for
it. I soak up &ll | can and
offer all T am to those 1
gerve, | am an unconven-
tional and passionate per-
son who has learned to
rely on God. There are
things I didn't pursue such
as art or wildlife biology,
because people told me it
wouldn't pay. I don't listen
to those voires anymore. 1
choose to be exceptional in
who I am and what I do.”

After praduation,

Hutton sold everything
and spent a year in
Alaska, Australia, New
Zealand, Vanuatu, Mexico,
Canada and Puerto Rico,
volunteering as an inter-
national ambassador.
Upon returning to
Colorado, she started her
own business in art, pho-
tography and horse train-
ing. In 2007, Hutton
accepted a position with
Loveland Power, succeas-
fully launching an energy
conservation program,

“1 knew little about
power but lesrned quickly”
she BRYE.

Last vear, she took the
position of open lands tech-
nician with Larimer
County Natural Resources.
Some of her responsibili-
ties include event plan-
ning, article and grant
writing, Web and material
development and design.
What Huotton particularly
loves about her job are her
co-workers, whom she

describes as “an inspiring
and passionate team who
take their roles seriously”

1t's too soon to tell
where her next adventure
might take her But
Hutton will be ready for
whatever comes. If it
comes with a desk, better
move it outdoors into the
sunshine. She needs light
and air and room to move,

“If an oppartunity
emerges that grows me,
taps into my abilities and
opens a door to what I love,
I will take it she said.

She encourages other
women to act on their own
dreams; “Live dangerously
— explore, take risks, pray
hard, surround yourself
with frends supporting
your dreams — be extraor-
dinary!"

Dedra Wykoff i the administrativa
services manager al Larimer County
MNatural Resources. Call her at
B79-4567 or sand e-mail fo
wykoffoGco, larimar, co.us,

—
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Chimney Hollow Reservoir still in the

waterworks

Conservancy district
expects to hear this
year whether proposal
can more forward

By PaMera Dicxnan
RerorrER-HeraTD Staee WeiTER

Northern Colorado Water Conservancy
District officials hope to hear this year
whether the agency will be able to build a
new reservoir near Carter Lake,

A proposal to build Chimney Hollow
Reservoir, which would held 90,000 acre-
feet ransported from the Western Slope's
Fraser River, is before the 1S, Bureau of
Reclamation. It would serve 13 mumicipali-
ties and agencies, including Loveland.

Officials at the Bureau of Reclamation
will decide whether o allow the project
and, if they do, what conditions will be im-
posed to minimize effects on the environ-
ment,

Jefi Drager, project manager, told the
Larimer County Commissioners on Mon-
day that the water agency hopes to hear a
decision this year.

While the conservancy district is waiting
for word from the federal agency, its lead-
ers are not sitting still. They are working on
ways (0 address concerns expressed last
year when the project was open to public
comment, Drager said,

At public meetings, most of the opposi-
tion came from residents who live on the
Western Slope and worry about water qual-
ity and the effect to the Colorado River in
Grand County:

The Larimer County commissioners, in
their comments, worried about water levels
and quality at Horsetooth Reservoir and

Ceal

Locks on a gate bar access to Chimney Hollow
Road and the site of the propesed Chimney Hol-
low Reservoir that, along with water for Loveland,
will offer amenities similar to those at nearby
Carter Lake,

Carter Lake but gave support to the pro-
ject.

Only one of the three commissioners
who gave that support is still on the board;
the other two current commissioners, Tom

Domnelly and Steve Johnson, are newly |

elected.

Drager assured the commissioners that
conservancy district officials are looking at
ways (o ensure higher water levels at
Horsetooth and to lessen the effects on wa-

ter quality. These could include transferring |

water between reservoirs and building in-
frastructure or buffers to prevent agricul-
tural runoff from entering the waterway, he
said.

“We think we have the flexibility to work
with you on all these issues,” Drager said.

The conservancy district plans to work
with Larimer County on the recreation
component of the reservoir as well,

In 2004, the district and the county
bought the land, 3,400 acres total, together.

The reservoir will be built on 1,600 acres,
and the remaining 1,800 surrounding the
teservoir will be managed by the county —
an arrangement much like that at Carter
Lake.

Another storage
proposal on hold

Northern Colorado Water Conservan-
cy District has a second reservoir pro-
ject also in the works. The Northern In-
tegrated Supply Project, if approved by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
would pull water from the Cache la
Poudre River during peak flow times
and store it in Glade Reservoir.

1f built, Glade would be located north
of Fort Collins and cover a stretch of the
current U5, 287, which would be
rerouted,

The water would serve several cities
and towns, mostly in Weld and Boulder
counties.

Opponents of the project organized
into the Save the Poudre Coalition to try
to stop the project, which they say will
dry up the Poudre River and the Fort
Collins economy along with it.

Northern Water has said the dire pre-
dictions are simply not true and mini-
mum steam flows would be main-
tained despite more water being pulled
from the river.

That project also is in waiting mode.

After a draft environmental impact
study was released last spring and
opened to public comment, the US.
Army Corps of Engineers decided to re-
quire further study of potential damage
to habitat, aquatic species and hydrolo-
gyv. That is under way,

Officials do not know when the sup-
plemental study will be released to the
public and opened for comment. That
must happen before a final decision is
released on whether Glade Reservoir
can be built,

— Pamela Dickman
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Flatiron Reservoir stretches southwest toward the propased site of Chimney Hollow Reservoir. The reservoir, if built, would supply Loveland and 12 other
municipalities with 90,000 acre-feet of water transported from the Westem Slope’s Fraser River,
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Ranger had to work
variety of odd jobs

to get where she is v~

he was bormn to be a

park ranger. That's

what her mother
always told her. But even
though she'd heard it from
others all her life, Larimer

County Senior Ranger
Cindy Claggett wasn't so
HUTE.
“I didn't
belisve them
until it actual-
ly happened,”
ghe sad But
while work-
ing ane sum-
mer as & tour  CLAGGETT
Fuide at
Glacer National Parls, drpv-
ing ground in vintage 1936
tour buses, she pot hooked.
Now Cindy calls Larimer
County Natural Resources

her second home.

“Since I worked here [as
g seasonal ranger] before
getting a full-time job, T
realized that finding a
place where you treat your
co-workers like family and
they do the same for yon
adds a lot to my job satis-
faction”

Debra Wykoff

Open spaces

collecting shopping carts at
Albertson's
> Records and
Computer data

-entry at the Hach

CSU Intramural Sparts ref-
eres and supervisor

> Hevenue collection:
Office Max and Sports
Authority cashier

> Campground pro-
grams: North Sterling
State Park interpretive pro-
gram ranger

> Resource protec-
tion: Fish inventores for
the Colorado Division of
Wildlife at Denver metro
area TESETVOIrsS

> Ranger: Seasonal
ranger at North Sterling
and Larimer County,; full-
time ranger for Boyd Lake
State Park and Larimer
County.

She added: “This is a
beautiful Front Range com-
munity with a wide range
of wildlife and ecosystermns
that are so important and
fasrinating to me. Is not in
the middle of nowhere, but
it’s not a concrete jungle
either”

Cindy holds 2 B.S. in
wildlife biology from CSUL.
But it was the “graduate
schoal of life” that taught
her many of the skills she
uses today.

“This job makes you
wear many different hats,
and every day is different,”
Cindy explained.

As a newly promoted
senior ranger, she supervis-
es all the rangers, entrance
stations and camp hosts
assigned to Carter Lake,
Flatiron and Pinewood
Reservoirs,

“My responsibilities
include natural resource
protection, emergency med-
teal respanse, law enforee-
ment, visitor services and
so much more.”

Cindy learned a lot doing
a variety of jobs to help her
do her aurrent job, These
inclade:

> Park maintenance:

This field is very competi-
tive. Most rangers at Cindy’s
level have about seven years
of related seasonaltempo-
rary experience before get-
ting a full-time job. Thers
are lots of ways to get that
experience. Her advice is to
geet ont and volunteer, ride
along with park rangers
and try for internships,

“Even if you don't have a
boat or like to fish, become
familiar with (outdoor
recreation),” she said. “And
be prepared to work the dif
ficult schedule or clean toi-
lets before you maove up to
your ideal position.”

If you're a girl with a
dream like Cindy's, she
wants you to know: “There
is nothing you can't do.
Continuously educating
vourself is the best advice [
can give”

HE BN

Last week’s column was
regarding the life of Debra
Wykoff, not K-Lynn
Cameron,

Debra Wykoff & the edminstrative
5ervices manager at Larimer County
Watural Resources. Call her af 679-
4567 or send a-mail 10
wykoffg@eo. larimer.cous
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ONNECTION

BY MEEGAN FLENNIKEN Open Space. M{}Tﬂ than - She also has taken the
For Loveland Connectian 60,000 visit. the Devil's lead with numergus other’
Bar_:khune Space volunteer organizations
Kym Wolf, trail crew west of fid, that assist with trail |
leader for the Larimer Wolf is involved with maintenance projects,
County Natural Resources  and knowledgeable about  including the Larimer
I Department, recently won 8l the trails in the County Youth
the 2008 American Trails  Larimer County system, Conservation Corps and
National Trail Worker She wrote the book on Alternative Sententing
‘award. trail building and mainte-  Units for the County
This award goes annual- nance standards for Corrections Departmant.
ly to the top trail worker  Larimer County, which are  The entire trail crew is
in each state. based on current known known for great attitudes
Wolf has spent the past  practices and techniques and willingness to piteh in
12 vears as a professional  in the nation. on whatever project may
trail crew leader for the The County Adopt-A- COmEa up.
county’s trails program. Trail Program is a success This is in no small part
The eounty trail system  due in great part to Wolf's  due to Wolf's strong lead-
hoasts more than 59 miles  volunteer management erghip and the excellent
of multi-user trails, which  skills, leading an average  example she sets for her
are used by residents. of 20 projects per year and  crew.
About' 125,000 visitors totaling more than 16,000 Co-workers speak about
annually use the trails in volunteer trail hours her willingness to work
Horsetooth Mountain annually. ghoulder-to-shoulder with

Wednesday, March 4, 2009« 13

Courtesy of Larimer i.'nunry Matiiral Resources Depaﬂmem

lym Wolf works on a trail. Wolf recently was awarded the 2008 Am Trails
National Trail Worker award s

the crew and volunteers,
never asking anything of
them that she isn't willing
. to do herself
Wolf shines &8 an exam-

ple of what can be
attained with a lot of hard
work, B passion for the
land, & sharp McCleod and
& perceptive mind.

Meegan Flenniken s the [and
stewardship program manager for
Larimer County Natural Resources,
Call her at 679-4562 or send -mail
1o flennim@co.larimercous.
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Predator problems

BY MILES BLUMHARDT
For Loveland Conmection

When it comes to coy-
otes, Charlie Gindler,
rancher and lands special-
1st with the Larimer
County Department of
Natural Resources, strad-
dles the fence — laughing
at them at imes and
shooting at them other
times,

Gindler enjoys watching
the conning predators
while on his ranch south of
Horsetooth Reservoir and
on the job at the county’s
OpEn SPACes:

However, ke most peo-
ple, he draws a line in the
dirt when they approach
Him, his wife, his horses o
his pets,

A covote recently mauled
his dog in his yard, costing
him 5400 in vet bills,

He's also has lost a few
cats to coyotes.

Others people in the
area have reported at least
a dozen cats and dogs
missing, presumably at the
teeth of coyotes, in the past
year or so.

Gindler had a coyote
growl at his dog in the
back of his pickup.

He's had a coyote chase
his cat, nearly going
through the cat door on his
garage after the cat, only
stopping when Gindler
velled at the coyote.

“The coyotes are getting
pretty brazen,” Gindler
said. “T'm pretty much hve
and let hive, and 1 think
they are pretty cool
because they are so adapt-
able. I'd just as soon not
kil them, but after the
3400 vet lall, I'have & zone
around my house that they
can't be around or I'll haze
them.”

Coyote controversy
The controversy on coy-
otes has heated up in
recent months in the
Denver area, where ooy-
otes have attacked not

only pets but humans, as
well.

Coyotes attacked two
people in the Denver area
since December.

The suburb of
Greenwood Village has
reported about 200 coyoto
sightings in the past year,
prompting the suburb to
approve a plan to kill coy-
otes in parks, preenbelts
and watershods:

The DOW does not pro-
hibit municipalities from
adopting control measures
on covotes:

The .S, Agriculture
Department’s Wildlife
Services does use predator
control in certain sifua-
tions to protect agricultur-
al interests, namely for
sheep and cattle ranches.

In 2007, the last year for
which statistics were
available, the agency
kalled 90,326 coyotes, by
far the most of any preda-
tom

The problems with coy-
otes prompted a recent
conference in Denver to
discuss possible action to
reduce atiacks.

Officials with the
Larimer County Natural
Resources Department,
Colorado Division of
Wildlife and Rocky
Mountain National Park
said they have received no
reports of attacks on
humane and no spike in
the number of attacks on
pets, though they know
coyotes oceasionally kil

pets!

They added that there
are no plans for any con-
trol measures other than
what are in place,

Moat wildlife experts
agres that the covote num-
bers do appear to be on
the rise.

Because I.'U_'!,-'ULE.‘!' ATre S0
prevalent, the DOW does
not make popolation esti-
mates like they do on
other predators such as
mountain hons or black
bears.

“Just the other day, T
drove down to the other
end of the ranch and in a8
1%5-mile streteh, I counted
seven coyotes, Six of them
were standing right on the
dirt road,” Gindler said.
“They're pretty thick "

Who's to blame

Most wildlife experts
place the comflict blame on
people, not the covotes.

They say the coyotes are
adaptable and are drawn
mto potential conflict with
people who have moved
into rural settings or live in
the urban-rural interface.

Also, urban and mural
parks and open spaces also
bring wildhife of all kinds
and humans closer togeth-
er

Add food sources such as
pet food and pets; and you
have a recipe for potential
encounters.

“Most people just love to
see wildhfo, no matter the
epecies” said Rick
Spowart, the DOW
wildlife manager for the
Estes valley, “They mean
well, but they offer food
sources, and thab often
leads to problems.”

Gindler, speaking on his
own behalf and not repre-
senting the county, 2aid he
opposes predator control
but does beheve the coyotes
have become holder and
that people should use tac-
tics to make them more
afraid of humans.

“Most people who own
35-acre ranchettes don'
shoot the animals or don't
haze them” Gindler said.
“Tt comes down to do we
need tokill them or just
make them a little more
afraid of humans?

“I don't like people living
in rural setfings whining
about coyotes, mountain
lions and bears. People
come ot here where preda-
tors live, and il they can't
handle it they should go
baclk to the aty”

Larry Fredrick, Roclcy
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WHAT TO KNOW

Here is a look at coyote
attacks reported across
Colorado in the past five
years. None of the attacks
was fatal.

= January 2009
Broomfield woman bitten
on the arm by a coyote
while playing with her
dog.

= December 2008: Erie boy
snowhboarding-on golf
course bitten on the arm.

= Fabruary 2008: Coyote
fed by Copper Mountain
employees nipped at
children snowboarding.

= December 2007: Erie
woman bitten by coyote
while defending her dog.
e June 2007: Holly
woman bitten by coyote
while defending her dog.
* Spring 2005:
Lakewood woman bitten
by coyote while defend-
ing her dog.

= Fall 2003: Highlands
Ranch woman bitten on
the leg at a fast-food
restaurant. Wildlife offi-
cials later determined
the coyote had been fed
out of the drive-through
window,

= Fall 2003: Colorado
Springs boy bitten when
he approached a coyote

he thought was a dog.

Source: Colorado Division
of Wildlife

COYOTE
PRECAUTIONS

Pets

Do not allow your pets
to roam, especially at
night.

s Make sure your yard has
a six-foot fence or keep
your dog in'a completely
enclosed kennel.

= Don't allow dogs to run
with coyotes.

= Don't leave pet food ot
or your garbage unse-
cured. Keep it'in a garage

Courtesy of Ray, Rafiti
Coyotes, like this one'in pursuit of prey, have caused
concerns due to attacks on humans as well as an
increase in sightings in urban areas this winter.

or tightly sealed container.

COYOTE ENCOUNTER

If you see a coyote or it
approaches you:

= Keep your distance and
do not approach the ani-
mal.

= Keep your pets on a
leash when walking them.

= |f a coyote approaches
you or your pet, throw
rocks or sticks and use a
loud authoritative voice to
frighten the animal.

For more information, visit
http:fwildlife.state.co,us/
WildlifeSpecies/LivingWith
Wildlife/,

Mountain National Park
spokesman, said despite 3
million people visiting the
park annually, the park has
few problems with coyotes:

He said the main reason
tor that is the parlds strin-
gent policy that food be
properiy stored around
campgrounds to prevent
hears from seslang food
near people,

The last reported human
attack by a coyole in the
park was soveral years ago
when a coyote near Rock
Cat along Tradl Ridge Road
It a toddler,

The coyote had become

habituated to humans who
fiod the coyote, which was
shot after the attack,

“T've been here eight
years and there has been
no change in coyote behav-
ior;” Frederick said. “Every
few years, we have a coyote
that gets friendly with
campers. We haze it The
next step 1= to mark it with
a. painthall pum so we know
we are dealing with the
game covote. As a last
resort, if overly friendly or
aggressive, wi have to dis-
pose of it”

Coyotes have survived
decades of trapping, polson-

ing, shooting and aerial
gunming, but their adaptive
nature and productive
reproduction has done little
to reduce the population,
prompting wildlife officials
to =ay the key to managing
coyote-human problems is
to educate humans,

*Coyotes are smart.
enough to know that they
don't have to chase dog food
left out'in somebody’s yard
gaicl Chad Morgan, DOW
wildlife manager for the
Poudre Canyon. "We're not
getting rid of covotes.
Penple need to be smart
and be aware”
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Groups need to work together 10

I would like to encourage the Board
of County Commissioners to retain
the public parcels designated 12C at
Dirake in their entirety.

1 know this is a contentious and
difficult situation, with emotions nun-
ning high on all sides of the issue. It's
apparent that some landowners in
the immediate area feel they are be-
ing unfairly stripped of properties
they've come to think of as their own,
while anglers and the general public
feel very much the same.

County administrators are faced
with the difficulties of maintaining
the properties in financially challeng-
ing times.

The truth is these properties belong
to all of us — equally — bought and
paid for with federal and local tax-
payer funds, They are critical, high-
value, recreation areas (if they
weren't, we wouldn't all be making
such a fuss now, would we?) and will
become even mare critical as our re-
gion continues to grow. And make no
mistake; we will continue to grow —
more sa than any of us might imag-
ine.

When I moved here from the
southern Catskills with my family in
the mid-'70s, it was to escape the
crush of urban sprawl that was con-
suming the quiet places I'd hunted,
camped and fished as a kid with my
brother and dad. We could literally
walk out our back door to hunt rab-
hits, squirrels and grouse, or cross the
two-lane country road in front of our
house to fish for bass and pan fish in
1 the creek that ran past our home, We

had access 1o miles of farmland,

creck bottoms and seemingly endless
woods,

It was a wonderful life, and I guess
we thought it would last forever, It
didn't, of course, and now those
places exist only in memory. Those
that weren't converted to strip malls,
schools, supermarkets or subdivi-
sioms became estate properties, pri-
vatized, posted and shut off
to all but a very fortunate
few.

Tired of watching it all dis-
appear beneath a carpet of
concrete and condos, we
sold everything we had, fled
to Colorado and bought a
little fixer-upper in Campion
and lived the country life
again. Our kids (4 and 7
years old at the time) grew
up trapping muskrats in the
ditches, hunting pheasants and doves
in the comfields behind the house,
and, eventually, deer and elk on
Storm Mountain. We dunked worms
in the local ponds for bass and
bluegills and fly-fished the Big T for
trout. It was like old imes again, for a
while — but progress inevitably fol-
lowed.

We used to hunt waterfowl] not far
from where [ now write this e-matl in
northwest Loveland. 'm told this
area (Ranch Acres) was once covered
in vast cherry orchards surrounded
by wheat and cornfields that
streiched from the foothills all the
wary Lo Interstate 25 and beyond.
Same goes for where I work — out
there at Centerra and the outlet
malls. Those fields and woods are

Waters

L -

just memories now.

Just up the road, an industrial park
and another Super Wal-Mart buried
more prime farm land, and the foxes,
'coons and coyotes that roamed there
have been forced to raid our bird
feeders and eat the neighbors’ pets.

Storm Mountain has been priva-
tized such that hunting there without
danger of trespassing is a vir-
tual impossibility. You can
still fish Simpson Ponds, but
the Big Thompson Ponds
have been scoured dry by
dredger blades and bull-
dozed into great gray berms
of sand and stone. Most of
the remaining fishable ponds
have been leased to private
fishing clubs,

Relentessly, day by day,
month after month, year af-
ter year, we continue to lose our wild
places and outdoor recreational areas
to industrialization, civilization and
privatization — so much so that
we're now reduced to gquibbling
amongst ourselves over who has the
right to fish — or even walk — within
10 feet of the river bank on a few
miniscule parcels of land that border
the Big Thompson. .

1t's all so sad and senseless,

There are now three options on the
table, none of which really seems to
satisfy evervone, and all of which
seem to offend someone,

1 believe there's another way to re-
solve this issue such that all the in-
volved parties benefit, But T also be-
lieve it requires everyone working to-
gether — instead of against each oth-

Home




keep recreation areas

er — to bring about a mutually grati-
fying resolution.

1 know from personal experience
most folks in the canyon are kind and
generous souls at heart, willing to
grant anglers passage for the mere
courtesy of asking, and who ask
nothing in return but respect for their
property and privacy. In the 30 years
or so that I've fished the canyon, no
one has ever refused me permission
to fish through their lands. I'm deeply
appreciative of their graciousness,

I also kmow most anglers are polite
and considerate individuals with a
deep, abiding respect for rivers, wild
places and the rights of others.

Sure, there are a few grumpy
landowners and some slob fisher-
mern, but we shouldn't make deci-
sions that affect all of us based on the
bad behavior of an errant few. In-
stead, we should capitalize on the
good that is in all of us, and waork to-
gether to help each other and our
park administrators resolve this o
everyone's mutual satisfaction.

IFI understand comrectly, the
landowners want assurance their ad-
joining properties will nat be trashed
by slob fishermen and renegade
tourists, They want security, respect
and privacy. Anglers merely want ac-
cess to the river, preferably from both
sides, and a place to park their vehi-
cles. The parks department wants
maintenance relief. The general pub-
lic believes public lands should re-
main in the public st

1 think all of these ends could easily
be satisfied by

1. Recruiting volunteers from local

angling clubs, youth groups and con-
servation organizations — Loveland
Fishing Club, Trout Unlimited Chap-
ters, Colorado Youth Outdoors, Boy
Scout troops, etc. — 1o assist the
parks department with maintenance
and general cleanup on the property
at 12C.

2. By posting signage with specific
lanpuage declaring that — “These
parcels are Limited Access, Day Use
Only, Fishing Properties provided by
the Larimer County Deparmment of
Parks and Open Lands in partmership
and cooperation with the local
homeowners, angling clubs and out-
door conservation groups. Littering,
lnitering, picnicking and partying are
strictly prohibited, and violators will
be prosecuted io the full extent of the
law. These properties are policed,
protected and maintained by citizen
volunteers for vour enjoyment. Be-
have yourselves; you're being
watched.” ... Or words to that effect

This proposal takes no property
from anyone, provides security and
respect for adjpining landowners, ac-
cess for anglers and maintenance re-
lief for the parks department. It
brings our community closer togeth-
er and preserves our public lands for
future generatons.

It looks like win-win-win-win to
me. What do you think?

Dennis Smith is a Loveland out-
doors writer and photographern, and
his freelance wark is published na-
fionally, Smith's Home Waters column
appears on the first and third Thurs-
days of the month. He can be reached
at Dsmith7136Emsn.comn,
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hike above carter
lake makes a
nice break durnng
the off season

By Pamera Iiceman
RerorTER-HERALD STAPE WHITER

The waters, beaches and camp-
grounds of Carter Lake buzz with
life all summer long.

But in the winter, on random
days when the sun shines, the wind
is calm and the lake free from
boats, the Fawn Hollow trail re-
mains an excellent option for an
outdoor jaunt.

At one-mile long, the hike or
mountain bike ride is not too
strenuous, even though one is
trekking up an incline.

Just don’t attempt it on a windy
day unless you want to feel as
though you are struggling straight
up — or as one park worker put it
“make sure you pack an anchor.”

Fawn Hollow has two mailheads,
one off the side of the road just
past Dam No. 1 {the third dam you
cross when heading south on
County Road 31) and one further
south at a parking lot called The
Saddle,

Besides the convenience of the
parking lot and restrooms at The
Saddle, the trail is easier to follow
from that side. The path stretches

The scenery on the Fawn Haol-
low trall is like night and day,
Carter Lake to the one side, and
dry landscape and rock out-
croppings to the other.

one mile from traithead to trail-
head, so if you backtrack it will be
two miles.

And from The Saddle, the trail
progresses along the edge of Carter
Lake, offering a superb view of the
water, the landscape and even large
peaks in the distance,

Hikers may not encounier many

other signs of life in the winter,
save the random bunny or bird,

if you go

What: Fawn Lake Trail, & one-mila
stretch at Garter Lake, located off
Eﬁntﬁr Aoad 31 just west of Love-

How: Enjoy the short trall on foot,
maountain bike or horseback. Dogs
areallowed ifkept on leash,

Cost: $7 per day or $65 foran an-
nual parks pass. The annual pass
drops to $35 for seniors 65 and old-

en

Conditions: Updated infarmation
on water levels and fishing and
camping conditions are avallabie on
ine at www.colarimarcous/parks
/Carter.htm

but they could spot 4 number of
different species of wildlife. Accord-
ing to the Larimer County Web site,
a bald eagle, elk, bighom sheep,
bobeats and a mountain lion were
sighted in the area around the
reservoir in recent weeks.

Those in want of a longer hike
can pass by Fawn Hollow for the
Sundance Trail, three miles along
the west side of Carter Lake (six
miles round-trip), accessible from
the South Shore and North Pines
parking lots.

Neither hike is too sirenuous;
both are ranked easy to moderate,
and accessible on foot, mountain
hike or horseback.

The hikes are not far from the
city, but make one feel as if they are
far away from it all.

fawn hollow |

offers chance for quiet exploration, |
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Coyotes can be cute, but
beware, they’re dangerous

thﬂveb&nﬁfb Charles Gindler

ting a lot of bad
presg lately and in
some cases well deserved.

With a recent increase in
their population, they have
become troublesome to live-
stock and domestic pets.
They are rascals by nature.
Native American lore is full
of their mischievous
exploits. But they are lov-
able rascals, and you can't
help but admire them,

The coyote (properly pro-
nounced “kai'outs”, but out
West it's best said “kaiout”
if you don't want to be
branded a tenderfoot) ia
found nearly everywhere in
North Ameriea from down-
town Los Angeles to the
open spaces of Larimer
County. Every attempt to
exterminate them has
failed. They are oppor-
tunists, entrepreneurs and
the ultimate survivor. They
are true Americans,

When you go out to
Larimer County's parks
i gd open lands, there may

an uppurhm:tj- to
obzerve these i
and beautiful critters. They
are easier to view and less
skittish than 50 vears ago

(pen spaces

when everyone shot at
them. If you spot one or a
group traveling, hunting or
playing, it's a real treat to
take a seat by the side of
the trail and pull out the
binoculars to watch the
show,

Coyotes have a reputa-
tiom for snacking at
MMacDonald’s or on the dog
food in your garage or on
your cat at the back porch,
But they are also very effi-
cient hunters in the wild,
You'll often see a single coy-
ote stalking rodents in tall
grass, leaping high in the
air to pounce on their prey.
Sometimes, you'll see mom
training a couple of young-
sters to cut off a rabbit
before it can get to its hide-
out. Two or more may hunt
an area, trving to flush
larger game with intricate-
Iy choreographed attacks of
chase, feint, surround and
close, Coyotes keep the land
clean. A few families can
reduce a deer dead of
chronie wasting disease to

slick bones in a day.
Coyotes are very eurious.
Everything is food to them.
They may come close to
you, hoping you have
up a mouse or look-
ing for handouts, Never

feed them, Although coy-

otes are usually not danger-

ous, if they get uncomfort-
ably close, a shout will usu-
ally drive them off You
lshnu]d back away cautious-
y at any sign of agpressive
or rabid behavier Always
keep your dog on leash
because several coyotes can
lure them away and give
the dog a good thrashing or
warse just for sport.

There is nothing mors
enchanting when you are
out for a hike in the early
evening with the sunset
glow fading and the stars
appearing in the deep blue
sky thah groups of coyotes
E]]mfﬂ to Eamdmum.ar ACrues

e valley in chattering
barks and eerie, high-
pitched harmonies.

Charles Gindler s the Laramia
Foothifls park manager for Larimer
Courdy Natural Resources, Contact
fim at 498-5608 or send an e-mail
o cgindbar@larimer.ong,
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Weld portion of trail fi

BY ASHLEY
KEESIS-WO0OD
AshleyKeasis
@windsorbeacon:com
WINDSOR — The Weld
County portion of the Pondre

River Trail is complete.

Well, the concrete, any-
way.

“There's still some waork
to be done on the trail
shoulders and things hke
that, but the actual trail
itgelf is done,” Poudre River
Trail Manager Ginny
Lightsey-Ceehorne said.

The 20-mile trail, which
stretches from Island
Grove Hegional Park in
Greeley on the east to the
Weld/Larimer county line
along the Cache La Poudre
River in west Windszor, has
been a work in progress for
more than a decade.

Greeley, Weld County
and the town of Windsor
created the Poudre River
Trail Corridor Board
through an intergovern-
mental agreement.

This board was then
incorporated into Poudre
River Trail Corridor Inc. in

_:%

About the Poudre River Trail

> The frail offers non-
motorized recreational
opportunities including
biking, walking, running
and inling skating.

> The frall is open from
dawn until dusk year-
round.

= There are faw rastroom
facilities and no water
fountains located on tha

January 1997,

Owver the years, the
board has been responsible
for coordinating construe-
tion projects, land acquisi-
tions, fundraising efforts
and community education
programe about the trail,

“It's  pretty exciting
news,” trail board limison
and town beard member
Michael Kelly said.

The finished portion of
the trail still needs to be
connected to the Larimer
County trail,

Right now, the Weld

trail. Portable toilets are
available at a few loca-
tions but might not be
thera in winter months.

> The frail Is not maintained
during the winter, so trav-
gl at your own risk.

= For more Information,
visit www.poudretrail.org
or call the trall office at
J36-4044,

County/Windsor portion of =

the trail dead-ends at
Colorade Highway 392

Larimer County plans to
continue building the trail
on the north side of
Colorado 392 and follow it
along toward Timnath,
eventually ending at the
CsU Environmental
Learning Center off Drake
Road in Fort Collins.

To do that, in 2008
Windsor and Larimer
County sgreed to build a
$1 million to $1.5 million
underpass rUnning

Kyle Schmitz
walks his dog,
g Sophie, along
54054 the Poudre
River Trail on
Thursday.

The trail now
extends from
west of Greeley
to Windsor

and will be
connected with
the Larimer
County portion
of the trall
500N.

Carol Hirala
Windsor Beacan

beneath Colorado 392,
Federal funds from the
Colorado Department of
Transportation have
awarded a 120,000 grant
for the desipn of that

underpass, with a local
match of 530,000,

Windsor followed with a
160,000 budget item in
2009 to pay for the under-
pass.
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Camping scarce at RMNP

Bark beetles force closures of sites
while hazardous trees are removed

By PamEra Diciovan
RepoaTER- HERALD STAFE WRITER

Campsites at Rocky Mountain
National Park are hard to come by
in the summer because they all fill
ap very quickly.

This summer, they will be even
more difficult to secure because
the park is closing some sites while
workers remove hazardous trees
killed by the mountain pine beetle
epidemic.

*Peaple will have to get here ear-
ier and plan ahead,” said Kyle Pat-

arson, spokeswoman for the na-

tional park. S

Park officials, she said, cannot
predict how many sites will be
closed and for how long within

each area. This depends on the g

work and the hazards thal crews

find, and it will change as they §=

complete jobs in certain areas.

Some of the sites affected in-

clude:
Glacier Basin Campgro
undetermined number of the 150

und: An  ELS

Spadal 10 the Reporter-Herid/ROCKY MOUMTAIN NATIONAL PARK
individual campsites will be closed The landscape is changing at Rocky Mountain National Park as a result of the moun-
this summer. Therefore, campers ftain pine beetle epidemic, causing offidals to dose campsites while they remove
hazards. One loop of Timber Creek campground, pictured, will be open this summer,

et CaMPGROUNDS, PAGE A2 while the other thiree loops of sites are dosed until beetle-killed trees are removed.

CAMPGROUNDS: shaliow root systems pose danger as trees die

From Page A1

——=

can no longer make reserva-
tions for Glacler Basin; all
camping there will be first-
come, first-served.

Group camping will not be
allowed in this area.

Aspenglen  Campground:
Campers will be able to reserve
the 54 siles in this camp-
ground as well as those at
Moraine Park. Aspenglen was
added to the reservation sys-
tem to make up for the sites at

Glacier Basin that no lenger
can be reserved.

Moraine Park: The group
camping formerly allowed at
Glacier Basin has been moved
to Moraine Park, which allows
reservartons.

Timber Creek Campground:
COne loop of this campground
will be open this summer, but
the other three loops of sites
will be closed until beetle-
killed trees are removed. |

The biggest change this sum-
mer is the closures in Glacier

Basin, a lodgepole pine forest
that borders Glacier Creek.
Park workers have saved
some trees there by spraying
for the pine beetle, but many
other trees have died and need
to be removed, Patterson said.
The challenge with lodgepole
pine is that, for safety, crews
have to remove enfire clumps
and not just the dead trees,
The oot systems are shallow,
so these tall, skinny pines rely
upon each other to remain
standing, Patterson  said.

Therefore, to leave a few lone
lodgepole pines would create
even more hazards, she said.

If all the campsites at the
park are full, employees at the
park visitors center will have
information on other optons
nearby,

Mopre information is avail-
able by calling the park infor-
mation office at 586-1206.

Pamela Dickman can be mached at 660-
5050, ext. 526, or pdickman@reporter-
herakd.com.
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started by natural causes
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Firefighters from across
Northern Colorado
responded to a 52-acre fire
Tuesday in and around
Bobeat Ridge Natural
Area, 4 miles west of
Masonville,

High winds fanned the
flames, but the fire did not
grow after crows made
their initial push on the
blaze,

Officials expected to have
the blaze completely con-
tained Thursday, but fire-
fighters would remain at
the site for several days,

The fire did not threaten
any structures and was
burned in the natural area,
which iz owned by the city
of Fort Collins, along pri-
vate property and a small
portion of Roosevelt
National Forest.

Investigators with the
Larimer County Sheriffs
Office believe the fire was-
n't sparked by natural
eauses | but they do not

suspect arson.

The incident stll was
being investigated
Thursday,

No further details about
what caused the fire were
released, said Larimer
County Sherriff's Office
spokeswoman Eloise
Campanella,

Campanella said thers
was ne lightning in the
area, but she couldn't pro-
vide further details about
why officinls believe it was
a human-caused fire
because it remains under
investigation.

Fire crows first estimat-
ed the blaze at about 100
acres, but scaled back that
estimate to 52 acres after
Larimer County officials
used a global position sys-
tem to assess the area,

according to the U1S, Forest

Service,
Aceess to the fire proved

diffieult and it took time for

crews to locate the flames
and get equipment to the
site,

Some firefighters trav-
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Smoke from the wildland fire that started Tuesday afternoon west of Loveland and
Fort Collins can be seen looking west from Masonville.

eled through Big
Thompson Canyon to
access the fire through the
Storm Mountain and
Cedar Park areas, Larimer
County Sheriffs Sgt. Kevin
Johnston said Tuesday.

Smoke from the blaze
was heavy near Masonville
on Tueaday afternoon,

while plumes from the fire
were visible from the

mountain ridges to his

“This is nothing like
when the Bobcat Gulch
Fire went through a while
back.” Sprague said,

He recalled in June 2000
watching a wildfire engulf
nearly the same area, hut

David Sprague’s living
room in his Masonville
home provided a front-row
seat to the billows of smoke
rising from fire, but he
wasn't too worried about
the blaze traveling over the  setting trees ablaze and

LOG ON

See the most up-to-date news
at LovelandConnection.com,

turning the ridge orange
with fire. The Bobeat Gulch
Fire burned more than
10,000 acres.

“Tt actually stopped
where that one is right
now,” Sprague said as he

p pointed to the smoke.

Indeed, a portion of the
Bobeat Ridge Fire on

: =48 Tuesday was burning in

the Bobeat Gulch Fire
area, 1S, Forest Service
Spokeswoman Reghan
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Cloudman said, in gener-
al, there's likely less fuel in
the previously burned area,
though the grasses now
there are considered
“flashy fuels” and spark
easily and burn quickly.

At least 40 firefighters
waorked on the blaze
Tuesday from the LS
Forest Service, Larimer
County Emergency
Services, Loveland Fire,
Poudre Fire Authority,
Colorado State Forest
Service and Berthoud Fire,




