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o_.um:-%mom ﬁmbm_ discussion tocuses
on obstacles to a coordinated effort

Community officials
talk about protecting
open areas between
growing communities
By Cana O'Brien

ReporTER-HERALD STAFE WHITER

Between the cities of Loveland and
Fort Collins lies a swath of grassy
open land, with clear views to the
[oothills and mountains,

“It’'s really kind of nice,”" says John
Stokes, Fort Collin's director of natu-
ral resources. I like that feeling of
apenness between the two commu-
nities,”

And as the Northern Colorado re-
glon grows and the original spaces
between the communities dwindle
under the pressures of development,
some people are looking to reignite
the discussion around creating open
spaces between communities,

The League of Women Voters for
Larimer County held a panel discus-
sion Monday evening at Harmony
Library in Fort Collins on the issues
that surround community separa-
tors and the preservation of open
space buffers,

Everyone on the panel, which in-
cluded representatives from most
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Loveland Mayor
Gene Pielin:
"What we need to
iy to do is work
together and come
o up with a solution
M that works.”

Berthoud Trustes
Jeff Hindman;
| “The jury's put on
i how things are
| ooing to happen.”

Northern Colorado  communities,
agreed that type of project must in-
volve major collaboration among
the communities, and it's difficult
without funding sources,

“"What we need to try to do is work
together and come up with a solu-
tion that works,” said Loveland May-
or Gene Pielin.

And while a joint effort berween
Loveland, Fort Collins and Larimer
County made the open land be-
tween Loveland and Fort Colling
happen, the community leaders at
Monday’s panel all talked about the

numerous barriers to that kind of
project,

It comes down to, “you take what
you can get,” said Jeff Hindman,
trustee for the town of Berthoud.

"We're finding it very difficult to
establish a plan identifying specific
land,” said Troy Mellon, former
mayor of Johnstown,

All the leaders said it often is diffi-
cult to find the landowners willing to
participate in a buffer, and, even
then, few communities have the
funding to purchase land outright.

Larimer County has a tax that
contributes to open space, the rev-
enue from which is distriboted
among the various communities.
Fort Collins has a similar funding
source,

But for other communities, the
pressure to develop retail that will
keep the city's coffers full can be too
much,

"We would love to keep (the Inter-
state 25 corridor) open,” Pielin said.
"It may or may not be able to hap-
pen”

At the end of the night, the audi-
ence wged the people on the panel
to continue to work on this issue,
and to make it a priority.

“The jury's out on how things are
going to happen,” Hindman said.
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Get your outdoors lover
the perfect holiday present

noa recent trip to
Horsetooth
Mountain Open

Space overlooking
Horsetooth Reservoir and
the city of Fort Collins, 1
was capbivated by the
mutjestic wilderness right in
our bacloard,

It 15 not uncommon to go
on a day hike at Horsetooth
Mountain Open Space, or
any other Larmmer County
Department of Natuoral
Resourees venue, and feel
completely alone with
nature. With the holiday sea-
son approaching, [ naturally
thought ab<ut how 1 can
give this experience to those
special people this year?

An annual vehicle per-
mit for entrance to the
Larimer County parks and
open spaces is g perfect hol-
iday gift, Annual permits
are $65 for Larimer County
residents and $85 for non-
residents. These calendar-
based permits allow the use
of Horsetooth Reserveir,
Horsetooth Mountain Open
Space, Carter Lake,
Flatiron Reservoir,
Pinewood Heservoir,
Ramsay-Shockey Open

Will Talbott

Open spaces

Space and Hermit Park
Crpen Space,

Do vou have a boat
ownier on your holiday list?
How about giving them an
annual boat permit for
access to Horsetooth
Reservoir, Carter Lake and
Pinewnod Reservoir?
Annual boal permits are
alzo $65 for Larimer
County residents and $85
for nonresidents. For non-
motorized, nonregisterad
boats (canoes, kayaks, rafts,
racing shells, sailbhoards),
Natural Resources offers a
paddling permit for $35.
This family permit 1s valid
for up to three vessels from
the zame household on the
water at a time.,

Annual permits for 2009
will be available on Monday
They are valid immediately
upan purchase, Pick them
up at the Bison Visitor
Center near Flatiron
Reservoir southwest of
Loveland, the Citizen
Information Center in the

Fort Colling courthouse
offices at 200 W. Qak St.,
from rangers in the parks
and open spaces or online
at www larimer.org/
parks/permits htm Retail
locations in Fort Collins,
Loveland and Berthoud will
carry the permits beginning
next spring.

Or'how about purchasing
a night or weekend for that
special n at one of our
beautifill camper cabins?
These popular getaway desti-
nations are located at
Hersetooth Heservoir,
Flatiron Reservoir and
Hermit Parlz Open Spare.
Nightly fees for camper cab-
ins are $30 per night at
Haorsetooth and Flatiron
Reservoirs and $60 per night
at Hermit Park Open Space
during October through
March, April through
September, foes for camper
cabins are $60 per night at
Horsetooth and Flatiron
Reservoirs and $80 to $100
at Hermit Park Open Space,

Wil Tafbott 1s & Larimer County
Watural Resaurce’s Horsetooth district
ranger. Send an e-mall fo him at
wialbotidlarimer.org
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BEST OF THE BLOGS

New rules

at county
parks
> The naw year is fikely to

_..i_a a few new rules to
_.E.__._.ﬂ County's parks sys-

.::.. Hﬁaﬂ rules, which
are expected to EEEE_E
approved by the county
commissioners next week,
include provisions aimed at
taming animals.

(One would require campers
to store food, {olletries and
trash in a hard-sided vehicle
ar contalner 5o as to not .
attract animals. Another .

Editor’s note
._nn_a,...sﬂwwa_“_ excerpls from
some af logs pro-
duced by readers and
Coloradoan staffers.

would prohibit the intention-
al feeding of wildlite, includ-
ing birds.,

Safety concems for humans

“and animals alike are behind

the rules, said Gary
Buffington, director of the
county’s Natural Resources
Department.

The new regulations __E_.m
inspirad in part by the coun-
ty's axperiente running

mmuu.ﬂ.m are Sﬁmﬂ_ to visit
coloradoan.com to read the
full blog entries and write
their own blogs.

Hermit Park Open Space
near Estes Park, Buffington
told the county commission-
ars this week,
The park has quite a few
“active” black bears, he
said, that will raid coolers
-and picnic baskets, ala Yogl
Bear if given a chance.
— Region Report blog
(Coloradoan reporter
Kevin Duggan)

The Coloradoan, Sunday, January 4, 2009

JAN. 15

BIRDING

Eagle Watch

4:30 p.m., Fossi| Creek Reservoir
Reglanal Open Space, Highway 392
{Carpenter Road) just wast of |-25.
Information: www.larimer.org/natural-
fEsOUrCes

JAN. 22
BIRDING

Eagle Watch

4:30 p.m., Fossil Creek Reservair
FRegional Opan Space, Highway 392
(Carpenter Road) just west of 125,
Information: www larimerarg!
naturalresouTces

JAN. 29

BIRDING

Eagle Watch

4:30 p.m., Fossil Creek Reservair
Reqgional Emﬁ Space, Highway 392
(Carpenter Road) just west of -25.
Infarmiation: waw. larimer.org/
naturalresnUrces
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Thankful for oy

HL ke most people [
know, I'm afraid to
even look at my
401(K), let alone thini
about my next vacation,

My dream of refiring

early will remain a dream,
at least for the forespeabla
future. [ think we are all
feeling the pinch of the lat-
est finaneial crisis,
Planning a dream vacation
may need to wait awhile
Thankfully, Larimer
County Natural Resourpes
provides diverse, inexper-
m_?m outdoor vacations 1 eht
mn our own backyard,

For a quiet year-roung
getawny, Hermit Park Open
Space, just outside of Rocley
Mountain National Park,
offers cozy little camper cah-
ins and campsites,
Opportunities abound

Cold RA Do A

tdoor recreation

Mark Caughlan
Open spaces

I
arpund Hermit Park You
can sit by & warm campfire
under the stars, take a hike
to Kruger Rock or one of the
many trails in Racky
Mountain National Parlk,
fish great local waters,
watch the elk bugle Arong
amazing fall colors, try
world-class rocl climbing, or
stroll the many shops and
activities in Estes Park,

Planning a wedding,
family reunion or other BpE-
cial event in the Colming
year? Hermit Park offers »
beautiful site to host your
event,

Want to get out on a
quick hike or mountain hike
ride? Head over to
Horsetooth Mountain,
Devil's'Backbone, or Blue
Sky Trail open spaces.
Combined, they offer more
than 30 miles of trails to
explore, Take a moderate
hike to Horsetooth Rnek
and experienee the amazng
360-degree views. A mora
leisurely trail for the whole
family but one that is
nonetheless rewarding is to
Horsetooth Falls. Both trails
are part of the Horsetooth
Mountain Open Space,

Is horsehack 1 ding more

your style? Try Eagle's Nest

n Space and ride along

the North Fork of the
FPoudre River:

Looking for someplace
new and different? The
13,500-acre Red Mountain

£Ed- a4y,

Open Space will open in
summer of 2009, Come qut
and enjoy some of the best
mountain biking, hiking
and horseback riding
Colorado has to offer

Looking for water-related

activities? Spend a hot
summer day on the eoal
Em&ﬁ.mm of pur scenic reser-
voirs. Enjoy hanging out
with friends on your hoat or
easting your line into some
of the best fishing waters in
the West,

Horsetooth Reservoir
also offers inexpensive
camping right along the
shoreline, Just pull your
boat up to your cam paite,
Camping is offered year-
round at Horsetooth,
Carter Lake, Pinewood and
Flatiron reservoirs, You can
even rent a camper cabin
along the shores of
Horsetooth or Flatiron,

Your next vacation does-
n't need to be to some far
m.m._ exotic destination. Now
15 a great bme to start
planning a vacation to your
local parks and open
spaces, You might even be
able to save a little money

for that early retirement.

For more information
mw_ﬁ_z_ Larimer County
Natural Resources, go to
wwwlarimerorghaturalre
suurees, or for camping
reservations wwwlarimer-
camping.com

Mark Ceighlan is the Harsstooth
District Manager for Larimear County
Natura! Resources. Call him at 4u8-
S606 or send a-mail 1o
_._._n.__z_.__:_m_z_m__m:.amq.ﬁa
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extra attention,
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you won'’t miss a moment

ometimes, the biggest
moments in life are
the smallest, Often,
these moments catch us
by surprise,

We can only hope to be
paying attention and not
let one ship by, Such a
moment happened in
September at the 2008
Northern Colorado
Birding Fair at Fossil
Cresk Regional Open
Space,

We took our grandsons
to the birding fair last
vear, too. Both bays, then
ages 4 and 11, were enter-
tained by aectivities at the
fair tor more than three
hours, A preschooler with
energy to burn and a pre-

teen with a keen intellect
found lots to learn and
plenty of room to run, The
release of & great horned
owl made such an impres-
sion on them that they
were st tallking about it
a vear later,

At this vear's birding
fair, nature writer Kevin ..
Cook talked about life-
thanging birds he has
encountered. He told the
stary of his gquest {o see an

albatross, like that recount-

ed in “The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner”, After

Debra Wykoff
Open spaces
e T T S )

vears of waiting, Hevin
finally saw ome only to real-
ize that il had no particu-
lar significance to him, His
“alhatross” way a bird of a
different feather, which had
touched him in & way that
changed his life.

Our 12-year-old grand-
son, Devin, found this
story intriguing. When the
talk was over, Devin
twrned to me and said,
“What's your albatross?
Mine is the bart owl”

I asked him if he would
like to talk to the author
about 1t, Devin shrugged
and said maybe, sorta, he
didn’t kenow Other people
had cornered Kevin first.
After a long wait, we
began to walk sway,

But then 1 looked at

this boy, the fire for knowl-

edge burning bright in his
eves. | lmew this was one
of those moments, which |
could not lot pass. It was
important — maybe gven
life-changing — for Devin,
the young learner, to talk
to Kevin, the wise expert,
To share that new tnsght,

to connect with the “ruide”
who gave it to him, to real-
ize that his voice counts
and will be heard with
respeck,

Kevin was picking up
his materials to depart.
But he set them down
again and gave Devin his
full and undivided atten-
tion, When Kevin learned
that Devin had not yet
secn his hird, except in
photos, he thought n
moment, and then hegan
coaching Devin on where,
when and how to find a
barn owl in Larimer
County.

Perhaps, Kevin alao
underatood the signif-
cance of this moment. He
took the time to listen and
encourage a budding bird-
er. He was paying atten-
tHion to the truly impor-
tant, and he did not let 1t
glip by: And someday soon,
Devin and I will go looking

for barn owls, under
bridiges out on the back
roads, way up in the north
part, of the county,

Datra Wykoff is the adminisialve

sRTvices mangper at Larimer County

Maturat Resources, Call her a1 G70-
al send e

'

s |
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emember those

“The Night Before
Christmas?

wild hurricane fly,
ag they meet with an
obatacle mount to the sky,
50 up to the housetops
his coursers they flew,

and leafy spurge, tool”
good little girls and bovs,

the worst noxious weed
problem in Larimer
County. Weed zeed moves
in many ways — wind,
water, vehicles, bird drop-
pings, in the fur and
manure of livestock and
wildlife, and in hay prown

see how those reindeer
come into ik,

familiar words from

“As dry leaves before the

with a sleigh full of toys
It's true. Besides toys for
Santa'’s reindeer may trans-

port something else: Leafy
spurge (Buphorbia esula) —

in infested pastures. So you

E2, The Coloradoan, Sunday, December 7. 2008

Leaty spurge — A perennial problem

Tim D’Amato
Open spaces

This perennial invader
has consumed many acres
along the Poudre River
from the middle Poudre
Canyon to the Weld County
line and beyond, Found
along the North Fork of the
Poudre from Livermore to
Seaman Reservoir, it 15
widespread from Bellvue
through Rist Canyon, and
on a multitude of pastures
in and around Laporte and
north of Font Collins.

Lealy spurge was first
reported in Larimer County
in a pasture near Laporte
in the 1960%. Not consid-
ered a problem, it was not
controlled and has spread to
thousands of surrounding

acres, Easily identified by

the millyy latex found when
breaking a stem or leaf, the
plant displays bright vellow
bracts and flowers from
Aprl through June.

Native to Furope and
western Asia, leafy spurge
entered the western LS, as
a seed contaminate in the
late 1800, This noadous
weed now infeats more
than 5 million arres in
North America, drastically
reducing rangeland produc-
tivity, native plant diversity,
wildlife habatat and land
values.

Leafy spurge is on the
state and Larimer County
noxtious weed lists, meaning
residents are obligated to
control this invasive

apecies, Larimer County
requires mowing to prevent
geed dispersal Other con-
trol measures include
sheep or goat graging,
ingect bio-control and herba-
cide application. The best
way to suppress leafy
spurge is to properly man-
Afe range or pasture,
Excessive grazing reduces
grasses and opens the door
for weed invasion,

How do we get a handle
on the problem? Education
15 o good start. Leafy
spurge reproduces by
spreading rools, and seeds
spread by animals and
floating along irrigation
ditches and rivers. When
we understand that our
wead problem becomes our
neighbor’s weed problem
and threatens owr natural
areas, we will be more like-
Iy to take responsibility for
managing our weeds,

With cooperation ameng
landowners, public land
managers, ditch companies
— and even Santa Claus —
we can start to control leafy
spurge in Larimer County

For information on nox-
1ous weed identification
and management, site vis-
its, educational presenta-
tions, and enforcement pro-
cedures, contact the
Larimer County Weed
District at 495-5768,

ColoRADOAN o _=ma 2oy |
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woods:

EH: goes 1nto the making of a trail

ver the river and
through the woods
on open space trails

we go,

The horse knows the
way and so do the hikers
and bikers because the
trails lead them to scenic
vistas and points of inter-
est along a route that was
carefully designed for an
enjoyable experience,

Have you ever wondered
what goes into building a
trail?

When Larimer County
ACUIres & NeW open space,
a Tesource management
plamn is developed with
public involvement. The
plan identifies arens with
sensitive natural and cul-
tural resources Lo protect
as well a5 areas that hold
important educational, sce-
nic or experience values for

Tim D"Amato 15 fhe fand stewasdship
maneger for Lardmer County
Depariment of Nalural Resources,
Comact him at 498-5768 or send e-
meil to tdamalo@lanmerog

visitors, These areas are
set as control points on the
property and are used to
design trail routes that
lead visitors to these oxpe-
riences while protecting
sensitive habitat areas.
Joel Wykofl, trails and
open lands projects super-
visor, and the trail crew
work with me to desipn
Larimer County’s trails,
He spys, “A good trail
leads people to the desired

Meegan Flenniken
Open spaces

viewpoints, It is the hest
place to be in order to ses
what we want to see!”

A good trail alse pro-
tects natural and cultural
resources and 1s sustain-
able. A sustainable trail
ean shed water during
moisture events and han-
dle the types of uses that
will be allowed on the
trail. Specific trail stan-
dards are applied to
ensure that a sustainable
trail is constructed to lead
to each control point.

The topography of a site
i one primary factor con-
sidered during the trail
design. For example, Joel
explains that a hiking-only
trail can generally be
designed and built with
alightly stecper grades and
narrower steps than one
that also allows horses,
Equestrian trails require
spacing of steps to include
landings wide enough for a
horse to pet its rear foeat
back under it as the rider
descends.

Trail designs also take
into account harmony with
the landscape. As Joel
notes, nature doesn't go in

straight lines. We ensure
that the trail blends into
the environment. Avoiding
unnecessary structures
like steps, bridges and
signs, as much as posaible,
is one way of maintaining
a natural experience.

Spending the time and
effort on trail design and
layout is a good invest-
ment in the final trail
building product. Well-
designed and well-huilt
trails provide high-quality
vigitor experiences but
require less maintenance
over Hme, Individual and
group volunteers assist our
trails crew in maintaining
trails every year through
our adopt-a-trail program.
That stretches your open
space tax dollars further

The next Hme you are
hiking, biking or horseback
riding on your favorite
npen space trail, know that
your route through the
woods or skirting around
the meadow was caretully
designed so that you can
relax and enjoy a wonder-
ful experience.

Mesgan Fenniken is e open lands
resource speeialisl far Larimer
County Natural Resources, Cail her at
679-4562 or sand e-mafl fo
milenniken@|arimar.arg



Grant awarded to Red Mountain,

Wo. Open space projecis
i Larimer County huye
received ($550,000 in
Lottery funds: from 0 competi-
live grant awarded by the Great
Outdoors Colorado Board,
Larimer Clounty unid Fort Col-
lins will use the money for part
ofthe 81.3 milhon Laramie Foot-
hills: Trails Development Proj-
ect, which is building 42 miles
of trails and three trailheads at
Red Mountain Open Space snd
soapstone Praine Natural Area.
Combined, the trails: will pro-
vide avcess to 27,000 acres of
upen space not open o the pub-
lic previousiy,
“This was one of our high-
est ranking projects this grant
cycle," said GOCO Board vice

chair and former, senalor Pegpy
Reeves, i Fort Collins resident.
“Larimer County has experi-
enced tremendous growth in
recent years and. this means
that many of our trails and out-
..“_._.._._“._.-. nnﬂﬂﬂﬁ.ﬁ._..._: Arcas are .over-
crowded. Development of the
Laramie Foothills. Trails will
fill a grucial need and provide

s truly exceptional outdoor ex-
‘perience.”

Red Mountain Open Space
and the Soapstone Prairie Natu-
ral Area were purchased in 2004
as part of the Luramic Foothills
Mountains to. Plaing Project,
Jaint effort of Larimer County,
Fort Colling, The Nature Con-
servancy and the Legacy Land
Trost to create a-mountains-to-

plaing conservaition zone total-
ing roughly 140,000 aeres: over
22 miles i the Laramie Foat-
hills and surrounding areas,

In addition 1o new trails and
aecess o open space for hik-
ers, bikers and equestrians. the
Red Mountain- and Soapstone
arens boast diverse geology that
includes rock buttes and forma-
tions, grassland yvistas; red rock
walls; stone Gircles, and-bison

Jumps and wallows, Additional-

ly, Soapstone provides aceess to
the Lindenmeter Archaeological
sSite, which was declared ‘g na-
tional historie landmarkin 1961,
Because of the area's rich his-
toric and geologic resources, the
city and county secured grants
from the State Historic Fund
and have studied and invento-
ried the sites extensively since
purchasing them {n 2004,

The joint county-city grant
application, which earned top
ranking, was ane of 25 requests
adding up to §10 million. GOCO
was able to award $3.5 million

North Forty News — November 2008 — 19
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Getting ready for many feet. K-Lynn n_._m:._m:u: apen lands program
manager, and Joel Wylkoff, trall crew supervisor, lay oul one of the
Irails at the county's Red Mountain Open Space. The Had Mountain
and Scapstone areas are scheduled 1o open to'the public on June 6.

to seven projects.

Great Outdoors Colorado s
the result of a citizens' initia-
tive passed by Colorado voters
in 1992, GOCO receives about
$33 million annually from Lot-
tery proceeds and directs those

Fliolo by Meagan Flennikan
funds to projects. that protect
and enhance Colorada's parks,
wildlife, trails; rivers and open
space. Since 1994, projects
in Larimer County have been
awarded more than $30,7 mil-
lion in GOCO grants,




It’s time to take

t is said that the winter

months are a time for

refllection and intro-
spection. Introspection is
like going into 4 deep, dark
cave; you never know what
ereepy things you might
find in there.

Might I suggest the
more mentally and physi-
cally healthy pursuit of
getting out to the Larimer
County parks and open
spaces. That may require
dragging yourself away
from the basement dun-
geon, winter projects or
lving around in your jam-
mies watching the shop-
ping network. But thers

The Coloradoan; Sunday,danuary 42009,

Fossil Creek Reservoir on

Charles Gindler

Open spaces

Are S0IMe AMmazing
rewards.

Colorado winter comes
in a number of flavors, and
the Larimer County
MNatural Resources
Department can sngpest a
great outing to match each
flavor,

There are those cold, icy
mornings with a bit of fog
hanging in the low places,
Bundle up and take a
stroll along the paths at

e T
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the southeast side of Fort  degree temperatures when
Collins. You'll see an the snow has been swept
ineredible number of bird  away for a few days. Don't
species, like waterfow] in dither; get yourself {or
the open patches of water,  yourself and a horse) up to
maybe a bald eagle sitting ~ Eagle's Nest Open Space
on the ice eating a fish and by Livermore. Or put on
a variety of raptors roost-  your boots or get on your
ing in the skeletal cotton-  bike and head to the Blue
woids around the shore. Sky Trail south of
Or take a hike through the Horsetooth Eeservoir,
Devil's Backbone Cpen The first thing you'll
Space with the cragpy ver-  notice is a lot less people
tebrae catching the first than last summer. The sec-
merning rays. The light on ond thing 1s these places
such mornings can yield don't look the same. The col-
extranrdinary photos, ors have changed and there
There are those mid- is the luminescence of the
winter, breezy days of lowr winter sun. That warm
bright sun and 60-plus sun on your face is a tonic,

Mayhbe the best are
those days when huge
snow flakes float down
relentlessly in the still air
or the douds droop to the
tree tops at Horsetooth
Mountain Park west of
Fort Colling, or Hamaay-
Shockey Open Space above
Pinewood Reservoir or
Hermit Park just south of
Estes. It's the stillness
that's remarkable. You are
encapsulated in this
shroud of white with dark
forms of the trees just visi-
ble beside the trail,

That’s enchantment as
you are transported to
somewhere way out of

R o

advantage of winter out of the ordmary

your ordinary day,

Like you, the deer, elk,
coyotes, bobeats and
maybe a mountaim lion are
joyfully ranging about in
this winter reprieve.

It is winter and we are
pretty far north of Cancun.
So the days are short and
you need to take advan-
tage of the weekends, Go
see these places in a total-
ly different mood and con-
text.

Charles Gindigr is he Laramia
Foothills park manager for Larimer
County Natural Besources. Contact
him al 498-5606 or send an e-mail
1o cgindierd@larimer.org.

Dangerous yellow starthistle infesting area near Berthoud

eat of Berthoud

prows a plant

with sharp spine
aned winged stems that
will make a horse sick
hecause of chewing dis-
ease and Californians cry
with 20 million acres
mfested with the weed in
the state,

Brought to California
with alfalfa seed from
Chile in the 18508, vellow
starthistle has spread to
A of the 458 contiguons
states, In Colorado, it's
found in seven counties.
Heavy equipment ar hay
transported it west of
Berthoud where it now

Maxine Guill

(pen spaces

infests ahout 5 acres.
Yellow starthistle is
potentially Colorado's
worsh weed, Though less
than 100 acres in the state
dre vurrently imfested, this
invasive apecies eould rap-
idly spread to rangeland
and natural areas if
agpressive steps are not
taken. One only has to see
the thousands of acres of
golid vellow starthiztle
mnfestation in the Hells
Canvon area on the

[dahe'Orepon border to
see how invasive this
plant 1= in areas with cli-
matic conditioms similar to
Colorado.

Recognizing this major
threat to the environment
and economy of Colorade,
the Colorado Department
of Apriculture’s Noxous
Weod Act categorized vel-
low starthistle as o List
“A” species in 2003, The
desipnation requires eradi-
cation of the species.
Larimer County Weed
Dhstrict, in collzhoration
with the Coloradn
Department of Agriculturs
and eflected landowners,

has been actively manag-
ing it with an integrated
approach since 2004,

Yellow starthistle is an
annual in the sunflower
family, In June and after
every rainstorm, the
plants emerge into a
rosette with deeply lobed
leaves, The plants produce
branched stems about 2
feet tall that are winged
and covered with cottony
hairs, It has a disklike
Oower that is bright vel-
lover, with 1 to 2 inches of
straw-colored spines
below, creating a starlike
appearance on the end of
short. branches.

Under dry conditions, it
will grow a couple inches
tall with a solitury flower,
Within weeks, the plant 1=
producing seed. After the

goeds have been dispersed,

cotton tufts remain over
winter,

During the growing ses-

son, trews wiclding shoy-
els seout the infested 5
acres west of Berthoud,
removing plants and bag-
ming them il a lower 1=
present. If an area has
higher coneentrations,
then erews spot spray the
plants with herbicides. To
prevent vellow atarthistle

from spreading, landown-
ers need to be educated on
proper identification and
manage rangelands and
pastures to be vigorons
and competitive ngainst
invasive plants.

For more information on
vellow starthistle or any
noxions weed, manage-
ment, site visits or eduea-
Honal presentations,
call the weod district at
495-5768 or visit www,
larimernrefweeds!

a1 448-5768.
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Enjoy some solitude
at Ramsay-Shockey

BY MILES BLUMHARDT § i -
mileshlumhardl . )
ealoradean.com

When choosing where to
go for my outdoor trips, the
two most important factors
are Hming and eolitude.

Going at different times
of the year presents a dif-
ferent look af arcas that 1
commonly visit, Plus, there
are prime times to wvisit
locations and other times
when the areas offer little
more than being outdoors,

And itk not that T don’t
like people. 1 do at family
gatherings, work and
Christmas parties. But
when I'm outdoors, others
distract me from what I
cherish most in the out-
doors — solitude.

By mysell T can fully
abgorh  the experience.
There is no conversation,
no hurrving, no waiting for
someone. | think, absorh,
stop when [ want {o listen
or to make an image and
move at 4 pace that T wish,

Often, to find solitude it
means going at off-peak
times of the year But at
some places, off-peak to
most Tecreationists can
mean prime time for oth-
Fa8 o~
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The 177-acre Ramsay-
Shockey Open Space west
of Loveland in late fall is
one of those places and one
of those times where prime
time and solitude meet,
During summer, the eamp-
ing and fishing crowds
amass here for good rea-
SO, The 326-acre
Pinewood Reservoir i8 a
scenie little fishing hole at
the end of the main road
and the campgrounds offer
soothing views of the water
and foothills.

But this time of year, the
closed campgrounds are a
ghost town and only the
heartiest of anglers hrave
the persistent biting wind
to fish the shrinking reser-
yoir. The hikers and moun-
tain bikers have had their
fill of the open space® 4
miles of trails that wind
through the foothills and
hug the shoreline,

Between now and the
dead of winter offers the
hest time to hike the trails.
Options are the Z-mile
Shoshone Trail into the
foothills or the 2-mile
Besant Point, which hugs
the west shore of
Pinewood.

This time of year, the elk
start moving from their
summer range at higher
elevation to winter range
at lower elevation where
they graze in the property’s
meadows,

The resident mule deer
population wonders every-
where, including setting up
camp in the Whispering
Pines Campground. Fewer
people means increased
odds of spotting a wonder-
ing coyote, with some real
luck p mountain lion and
possibly - wild  turkeys.
Hawks and golden eagles

o
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A mule deer is framed by two pines at the Whispering Pine Campground at Pinewood Reservolr on

Mav, 18,
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hiles BlumbardtThe Coloradozn

Pinewood Reservolr and the Ramsay-Shockey Open Space,

located southwest of Loveland,
miguntain bike in the fall.

arg more visible this time
of year as they spend more
time alofi searching fur
food,

I like to hike Ramsay-
Shockey after a light snow.
Even if you don't see these
amimals, you'll surely see
their tracks, prompting
your imagination to run
wild and making you
believe you'll see some-
thing around the next
bend,

On a recent snow-less
hike on the Shoeshone Trail,
I saw not one elk, deer, coy-
ole, meuntain lon or wild
turkey. But neither did 1
see  another person. 1
walleed alone with oyes
and ears tuned into the

offer a guiet place to hike and

poesible opportunities. No
sound of conversation, just
the coming and going of the
foothills'  phestly  wind
gusts that made the pines
whisper and the oecasional
lonely call of a crow or
magpie,

That's how 1 like il

Sitting on a metal picnic
table tucked among pon-
derpas pines at Whispering
Pines Campgrounds site
No. 22, T watehed the reser-
voir's mood switch on an off
from window pane smooth
to angry whiteeaps,

Mesmerized by the
water’s mood swings, 1 was
halfstartled by movement
behind me. 1 looked around

to find four curious mule
L

Ramsay-Shockey
Open Space

> Where: From Loveland,
head west on U.S.
Highway 34 to Larimer
County Road 29 (look for
the sion fo Carter Lake),
Head south for two miles
to Larimer County Road
18E and go about 8.7
miles to the trallhead at
the north end of
Pinewood Reservair.

> What's there: 4 miles
of soft-gurface tralls for
hiking and mountain bik-
ing with interpretive infor-
mation, possibility of see-
ing elk, mule deer, coy-
otes, wild turkeys, rapfors
and songhirds.

> Gost: $7; must pay at
the Bison Visitor Center
along County Road 18E
> Facilities: Restrooms
> Hours: Dusk to dawn
> Pets: Yes, on leash

= Maps: Trall map avail
able at the parking lot
> Information: Larimer
County Department of
Matural Resources, 679-
4570 or visit

Www.Co. lanmer.co.us/par
ks/ramsay.cfm

0

deer doing a little people
watching from 10 yards
awany.

That's soliturle
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Larimer County volunteer naturalist Carl Sorrentino, center, talks with Dave Metcalf, Ofivia Hutton, Gary Wamer and

Trish Wamer during an eagle walk at Fossil Creek Open Space on Dec. 18.

Eagle watchers brave weather
to glimpse, learn about raptors

By Panira Diciovan
Rerorrer-HErATD STAFE WHITER

Olivia Hutton looked up to
the sky as a bald eagle soared
over Fossil Creek Reservoir,

Its wingspan, typically 6 fest
lor as wide as Nicolas Cage is
tall), seemed majestic as it glid-
ed toward the cottonwood tree
in which it would roost.

“It’s cool,” said Hutton, a Fort
Collins resident,

“I'just wish it was warmer.”

She was one of four residents
who braved subzero tempera-
tres' on a tecent Thursday
evening to watch eagles with
Larimer County volunteer nat-
uralist Carl Sorrentino,

Trish Wamer of Loveland watches bald eagles as her husband, G;I'_f, listens
to volunteer naturalist Carl Sorrentino talk about the birds’ behavior.




e temperatures do nat feel
as cold for the bald sagles who
winter here from Saskatche-
wan, Canada, said Sorrentino of
Windsor.

“This is the Riviera for them,"
he said,

He and other volunteer nani-
ralists offer a look at and infor-
mation about eagles Thursdays
at the open space between
Loveland and Fort Callins,

some Thursdays are warmer
than others, so make sure to
check the forecast and dress for
the weather. Three eagle watch-
ers fled to their warm car on
Dec. 18 after about 15 minutes,
because they didn't have insu-
liated boots and coats,

The walk portion of Larimer
County’s Eagle Watch is short,
to the end of a paved sidewalk.

The information on eagles,
however, is much more exten-
sive, from what they eat (fish
and small mammals) to their
place in history (as the Ameri-
can symbal as well as the sym-
bol of other, much older tul-

if You Go

What: Eagle Watch, an opportu-
ity to view and leam about bald
eagles in Larimer County. The walk
partian is short and on a paved
sidewalk.

When: 4:30-5:45 pm. every

Thursday in January, including to-
day

L3 1

Where: Fossil Creek; Reservair, Jo-
cated off Colorado 392 (Carpeniter
Road) just west of Interstate 25,
The driveway to the open spaca is
on the north side of the road,

How much; Fres,

More information: 679-4561.

mures), according to Sormrenting,

Eagles can be very precise
hunters, but they only hunt if
they have to. These raptors
would much rather steal a fresh
kill from osprey or ear animals
they find dead, Sorrenting said.

“The eagle is an opportunist,”
he described.

This is one reason Founding

Father Benjamin Franklin wrote
to his daughter saying he would
rather have the twkey — an
honest, hard worker — as the
national symbol over the eagle.

Eagles return to the same
nest, year after year, in the
spring to hatch eaglets, or o a
nest abandoned by another
pair of raptors. The largest nest
ever recorded, Sorrenting said,
weighed 2 tons after decades of
birds expanding their home.

This year, Sorrentino has seen
45 many as 22 eagles at Fossil
Creek Reservoir. Last winter,
naturalists counted 32,

Sorrentine loves to watch
them through field glasses and
with the bare eye as they soar
over Larimer County, And he
loves to share his expertise
about eagles,

‘I'm fascinated by the way
they live, the way they fly," said
Sorrenting, “The eagle has been
a symbol, for our nation and
clear back o the Assyrians, of
strength and agility,

“It's just a super bird."
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Bald eagles roost in a duster of trees on Dec. 18

atFmHCreei:ﬂpenSPane.Theeaglﬁmnbuimedatmukwhm

they are coming back to their roost after a day of hunting. According to Carl Sorrentino, the eagles hunt for food as
far away as Barr Lake near Denver while spending the winters in Colorado.




