
Larimer County Extension Advisory Committee Minutes 
January 6, 2016 

 
 
Members present:  Dixie Dick, LaVon Blaesi, Harry Love, Jeanine Neskey, Ronda Koski, Pam 
Harrold, Susan Bonsall, Edie McSherry, Laurel Kubin, and Fred McClanahan, Jr. 
 
Excused:  Sue Ballou, Irene Romsa, Valerie Clark 
 
Chair Dixie Dick called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.  
  
Introductions were made and welcome new committee member Jeanine Neskey.  Minutes of the 
November 4 meeting were approved. 
 
 
Debrief Extension Showcase 
 
All the speakers were very good.  Showcase was enjoyable, food was delicious, good networking, 
great communication, well attended, set-up and venue were good, too.  The speakers presentation 
were videotaped and should be on-line in the near future. 
 
 
Program Update 
 
Edie McSherry, Extension Agent, Nutrition, Health and Food Safety, gave a presentation about Food 
Safety Education in Larimer County. 
 
Estimates of Foodborne Illness in U.S. 
1 in 6 Americans will get foodborne illness each year. 
Each year 48 million people become ill; 128,000 hospitalized; 3,000 deaths. 
This costs billions of dollars to the food service industry and health care system. 
 
Foodborne Illness Challenges 

• Transport of food. 
• Eating more raw and minimally processed foods. 
• Increased population with weakened immune systems. 
• Associated with new foods. 
• New forms of pathogens 
• Food preparation skills inadequate. 

 
 
Food Safety Works:  Food Safety Education for Food Service Workers 
This is a 2.5 hour course for food service workers that cover the basic requirements for safe food 
handling which teaches: 

• Preventing Foodborne Illness 
• Personal Hygiene 



• Food Temperature Control 
• Preventing Cross Contamination 
• Preparing and Serving Food Safely 
• Cleaning and Sanitizing 

 
Larimer County Food Program Summary as of 12/31/14 

• Since 2002, Larimer County Department of Health and Environment has investigated more 
than 942 complaints of foodborne illness. 

• Identified 22 outbreaks affecting more than 4,055 people. 
• In Colorado, the average cost to treat an individual with foodborne illness is $1,814. 

 
Food Safety Classes2015 

• 18 FSW classes conducted in Fort Collins, Loveland, Estes Park, Red Feather Lakes. 
• 7 private FSW classes conducted. 
• 285 food service workers completed FSW class representing 88 establishments. 
• 10 Spanish speaking food service workers completed FSW class utilizing interpreter. 

 
Food Safety Works Newsletter 

• Quarterly food safety newsletter for food service industry. 
• Mailed and emailed to over 1,000 food service establishments in Larimer County 
• Current issues in food safety 
• Emerging pathogens 
• Preventing foodborne illness 
• Regulation updates 
• Local food safety news 
• Select articles translated to Spanish 

 
Food Safety Activities 

• Train Master Food Safety Advisor volunteers 
• Answer consumer questions 
• Safe food preservation workshops 
• Pressure canner gauge testing 
• Food preparation/preservation at altitude 
• Larimer County Farmers’ Market booth 

 
Master Food Safety Advisors 
Master Food Safety Advisor volunteers serve to extend Colorado State University Extension’s 
education programs in food safety and food preservation to adults and youth of Larimer County. 
23 volunteers contributed 697 hours! 
•On call to answer consumer questions 
•Staff Larimer County Farmers’ Market booth 
•Assist with food preservation workshops 
•Assist with Food Safety Works classes 
•Safe preserving demonstrations (Larimer County Food Bank, Sustainable Living Association, 
Loveland Library, Frameworks Timber) 
•Serve as food preservation judges, superintendents and assistants at Larimer County Fair 



•Be Food Safe classes at FRCC and local high schools 
•CSU Apartment Life Safety Fair 
•Larimer 101 
 
Director’s Report 
 
Focus Groups 
The focus groups will help gather input from a variety of users and non-users about how we are 
accomplishing our goal of investing resources in appropriate, timely Extension programming for 
local citizens.  We also want to educate focus group participants about the breadth of Extension 
program and audiences.   
There will be 5 groups of approximately 8 people each on dates in January. 
 
4-H Agent position 
The position announcement opened February 1 with applications due by March 1.  Candidates should 
have a strong background in animal science, youth development and volunteer management.  
Interviews will be held on April 7 at CSU and April 8 at the Extension Office. 
 
4-H Carnival 
The Larimer County 4-H Carnival will be March 19 in the 1st National Bank Building at The Ranch. 
 
Other 
Megan Blaser, 4-H Extension Agent will be going on maternity leave in mid-January 
4-H enrollment is underway.  Deadline is Jan 15 for returning members and March 1 for new 
members. 
Many trainings and workshop will be starting in the next few weeks. 
 
Trends and Issues 
National Western Stock Show will run for two weeks in Denver. 
Global Village Museum open Tuesdays through Saturday 
Many programs at the High Plains Environment Center 
VITA 2-1-1 is again offering tax assistance 
 
 
The next meeting of the Extension Advisory Committee will be Wednesday, March 4, 2016 at 8:00 
a.m. in the Larimer County Extension Office meeting room. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 a.m. 
 
 
Submitted by Fred McClanahan, Jr. 


