
Larimer County Extension Advisory Committee Minutes 

September 2, 2015 

 

 
Members present:  Dixie Dick, Sue Ballou, Ronda Koski, Valerie Clark, Harry Love, LaVon Blaesi, 
Pam Harrold, Irene Romsa, Commissioner Lew Gaiter, Laurel Kubin, Fred McClanahan, Jr., Alison 
O’Connor, Megan Blaser, and Sue Schneider. 
 
Excused:  Susan Bonsall 
 
Chairman Dixie Dick called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  
  
Introductions were made and minutes of the June 24 meeting were approved. 
 

Agent Report 
 
Alison O’Connor, Extension Horticulture Agent gave a report on the horticulture program.   
 
Topics Larimer County clients have contacted Master Gardeners about: 
 
* Death/dieback from November cold snap 
* Fire blight 
* Iron chlorosis 
* Early leaf drop 
* Tree suckering 
* Sap-sucking insects (aphids, scale) 

* Cytospora 
* Poor planting 
* Sunscald 
* Bacterial wetwood/slime flux 
* And so much more! 

 
Many landscape trees and shrubs succumbed to dieback and/or death from the sudden temperature 
swing in November 2014.  The temperatures dropped 60-70 degrees in some areas in 24 hours.  
Much of Colorado had not had a hard frost and trees were not hardened off for winter.  Many had 
leaves freeze on the tree.   
 
Ask an Expert 
Alison has answered 245 “Ask an Expert” questions since January 1, 2015, averaging 8-10 per week 
 
CO-Horts Blog 
The CO-Horts blog was launched in 2013 and continues to be popular and fun.  Currently there are 
14 horticulture agents, specialists and Master Gardener coordinators contributing articles.  The 
address is: csuhort.blogspot.com  
 
Emerald Ash Borer 
It’s only a matter of time before the emerald ash borer is confirmed in Larimer County.  We are 
currently in Zone 3, which means PLAN for the future.   
 
 
 



Educational Outreach 
* CSU Horticulture Short Course 
* Gardening for Stroke Patients 
* Edible Flowers for Master Food Safety Advisors 
* Several programs at Estes Park Senior Center 
* Twilight Garden Series (changed to fall!) 
* Sustainable Gardening/Xeriscape 
* Loveland Library Series (8 sessions) 
* Turf and Weed ID at ProGreen, STMA, Douglas County 
* And many, many others 
 
Extension Certified Gardener Program 
* These online gardening classes through CSU Online Plus were based on the CMG training courses.  
People all over the world take these courses and receive a gardening “badge” 
* There are 16 “quests” that people complete to receive the Certified Gardener title 
* Proceeds from the program help fund the state CMG coordinator position (Mary Small) 
* Five Extension agents oversee the classes: Mary Small, Eric Hammond, Carol O’Meara, Tony 
Koski and Alison O’Connor 
 
Larimer County’s Colorado Master Gardeners 
127 Master Gardeners are currently on the roster 
16 new apprentices in 2015 
8,537 individual contacts 
3,297 hours of continuing education 
5,583 volunteer hours 
 
Top 5 Volunteer Projects 
1. Farmers’ Markets (Estes Park, Berthoud and the Larimer County market): 1,285 hours 
2. Office Duty: 903 hours 
3. Community Greening and Gardening: 488 hours 
4. Demonstration Gardens: 485 hours 
5. Youth Gardening and Education: 463 hours 
 
Time = Money 
The value of volunteer time is $25.10/hour totaling $140,133 in volunteer time! 
They also drove 26,809 miles around Larimer County 
 
 

County Fair Overview 

Larimer County Fair was a great success.   
Thanks to all those who helped in all aspects of the fair.   
Attendance was approximately 92,000. 
The Junior Livestock Sale set numerous records. 
It was suggested that vegetables and flowers be judged during the Fair so more people may get 
involved and items stay fresh. 
The celebrity round robin livestock showmanship contest was a big success. 



Budget 

Budgets are completed and have been submitted.   
A second 4-H agent was requested in the budget as Larimer County has the largest 4-H membership 
in Colorado and is understaffed for the size of the program. 
 
 

Focus Groups 

The Extension Advisory Committee was asked what are the issues and needs we need to gear up for 
in the future?  Focus groups will be conducted in early 2016 to ask this same question. 
 
 

Other Programs 

AmeriCorps are helping with the 4-H STEM program.  A grant from CSU allows Larimer County 
Extension to hire two AmeriCorps volunteers.  The goal is to help keep kids in school and help them 
with career ideas. 
SNAP-Ed is reaching out to individuals and families with help in nutrition education. 
 
 

Showcase 

Larimer County Extension Showcase will be held at The Ranch at noon on Wednesday, December 
16, 2015.  Speakers will include individuals from the FLTI program, 4-H, and other program areas.   
 
 
The next meeting of the Extension Advisory Committee will be Wednesday, November 4, 2015 at 
8:00 a.m. in the Larimer County Extension Office meeting room. 
 
 
Submitted by Fred McClanahan, Jr. 


